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What a common phrase that 
passes our mouths, minds, and 
hearts when bad news strikes or an 
expected outcome does not come 
to fruition. Instead of the expected 
joy and happiness we waited to 
receive, we are instead filled with 
disappointment, sadness, anger, 
and above all, longing. Longing 
for fulfillment. Longing for 
satisfaction. Longing for peace.  
A longing that we are all familiar 
with is that longing for Life. 

 
Life.  
 
What an intricate, complex, and 
delicate experience that is 
inexpressible in words to fully 
grasp. From apparent nothingness 
we are brought into a universe of 
wonders: wonders of terror and 
beauty; magnificence and banal; 
all of it at once beheld in awe and 
majesty, yet treated with 
contempt. We grow and learn 
about this immense universe 
around, below, and above us and 
come to comprehend it. Down to 
its atoms and to its galaxies we 
learn what this creation is and how 
it operates. 
 
More significant than physical 
matter, as we grow older, we 
come to learn ever grander things: 
good and evil, courage and 
cowardice, love and fear. We 
experience through our 

interactions and relationships with 
others feelings of bliss, 
excitement, regret, and vengeance. 
We begin to perceive a sense of 
justice and injustice in the world. 
We start to judge between right 
and wrong by some unnamed 
standard. We come to discern a 
sense of meaning in all creation 
that escapes description when we 
try to name it. Then, just when we 
are beginning to apprehend this 
greater purpose, Life ends. 

 
Death.  
 
The cessation of that 
intricate, complex, delicate, 
and inexpressible 
experience ends in the ever-
pronounced mystery of 
Death. 
 
“This isn’t how it’s 

supposed to be.” We silently 
whisper as those we love are 
lowered into a dirty hole. A dirty 
hole—of which we know its 
composition of earth, rocks, and 
roots—becomes a terrifying 
harbinger for the mystery of 
Death. “How could it be that we—
us living, breathing beings with 
hopes and dreams—and all this 
universe exist, yet it all ends in 
this?  

From the Pew      Cody Moen 

 

THIS ISN’T HOW IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE 
This isn’t how it’s supposed to 
be. It is absurd. It is 
outrageous. It is wrong that 
we are brought to Life and yet 
our lives end in a dirty hole. 
What is the whole point of it 
all?” 
 
“This isn’t how it’s supposed 
to be,” we say, because in this 
thing we call Life we perceive 
and hear creation’s most 
splendid song of adoration and 
know that there is something 
more to be had in Life (Psalm 
19:1-6, Psalm 104).  

The heavenly lights above 
attest to it; the eagle’s cry and 
the morning dove’s song attest 
to it; the spark of laughter in 
our loved one’s eyes attest to 
it; it is quite apparent to us all 
that Someone created Life for 
a purpose (Romans 1:19-20). 
Even so, we long for that 
which we cannot explain or 
attain, but know that it exists: 
True Life. 
 
Yet, Life is not how it is 
supposed to be and Death 
does not end our longing for 
Life but magnifies it. So, 
where does that leave us? 
What remains of Life after 
Death? What will satisfy this 
longing we have? 
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A promise.  
 
A promise that Jesus Christ will 
return to judge both the living 
and the dead (Matthew 25:31-
46).  
 
For when our life ceases on this 
earth, we will be held to account 
for all that we have done in 
thought, word, and deed. And 
there are no second chances after 
we breathe our last; only an 
accounting and judgement of 
what we have done. What this 
means for everyone, including 
myself, is condemnation. For we 
all have fallen quite short of that 
which is good, honorable, and 
just (Romans 3:23). We have all 
failed to live pure, clean lives 
and more often than not have 
caused harm to ourselves, to 
those we love, to strangers, and 
to the world. We have all fallen 
short of God's righteousness and 
justly deserve punishment for 
our sins against Him and each 
other. What correct punishment 
is there for sin when brought to 
judgment by a perfect, righteous, 
and holy God? An eternity of 
pain, suffering, and horror. An 
eternity in an unquenchable lake 
of fire. The punishment for sin is 
eternity in Hell.  

 
This certain promise of Christ’s 
return, then, is one to be feared if 
it were not for the suffering, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
For it was in Jesus Christ's 
suffering, death, and resurrection 
that He took all of our sins and 
the world's sins and bore them 
on the Cross (1 Peter 2:24, 1 
John 2:2). On the Cross, God 
poured out the full might of His 
righteous judgement against all 
evil, wickedness, and sin. Jesus 
Christ bore my sins and your 
sins on the Cross and took the 
punishment we deserved. Jesus 
Christ was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities, the 
chastisement for our peace was 
placed on Him, and by His 
stripes, we are healed (Isaiah 
53:3-9). Rather than us crying 
out, "My God, My God, why 
have you forsaken me?", Christ 
did it for us (Matthew 27:46). He 
bore our griefs, our sorrows, our 
pains and punishments to the 
Cross and to the grave because 
He loved us and desired to save 
us (Isaiah 53:10-12).  
 
Jesus Christ took all sins to the 
grave and three days after His 
death the most astounding event 
in all creation happened: Jesus 
rose from the dead, walked out, 
and left an empty tomb in His 
wake. Our sins were nowhere to 
be found. God's justice was 
exacted, our debts for our sins 
were fully paid for, and in 
replacement of sin God has 
given His righteousness to all 
those who believe in Jesus Christ 
as their savior (Romans 3:22-
26).  
 
This promise of Christ's return, 
then, is one of immeasurable joy 
to those who believe in Him 
(John 14:1-3). For it is a promise 
that has been made to all those in 
Christ's family. It is a promise to 

THIS ISN’T HOW IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE (Continued) 

all those in Christ that their 
sins have been forgiven and 
paid for by His blood 
(Romans 8:1). It is a promise 
that because Christ is risen 
and sits at the right hand of 
God, so too shall we be raised 
because the same Spirit that 
raised Christ is in us (Romans 
8:11). 
 

What remains after Death is 
the certainty of God's promise 
to grant those of us who 
believe in Him eternal Life -
True Life. On that Day, that 
great and glorious Day Christ 
returns we know that we and 
our fallen brothers and sisters 
will be raised to new Life. 
They, too, will be there with 
us singing, "to the Lord a new 
song, for He has done 
marvelous things! The Lord 
has made known His 
salvation; He has revealed 
His righteousness in the sight 
of the nations. So let the sea 
roar, and all that fills it; the 
world and all who dwell in it! 
Let the rivers clap their 
hands; let the hills sing for 
joy before the Lord, for He 
comes to judge the earth. He 
will judge the earth with 
righteousness and the peoples 
with equity” (Psalm 98).  
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My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
you who have been baptized and 
clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ, these are the promises we 
have. So, go ahead, my dear sister, 
and let your tears be seen. Go 
ahead, my dear brother, and let 
your sighs be heard. For there is a 
time to live and a time to die, a 
time to weep and a time to laugh 
(Ecclesiastes 3:2, 4). But do not 
mourn as the world does, as those 
without hope (1 Thessalonians 
4:13-14). Because we have the 
promises of God (Romans 8:18-
25).  
 
 

As for my brothers and sisters of 
the world these very same 
promises can also be for you.  
 
“For God so loved the world 
(you), that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through Him. 
Whoever believes in Him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. And 
this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people 
loved the darkness rather than the 
light because their works were 
evil. For everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his 
works should be exposed. But 
whoever does what is true comes 
to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that his works have 
been carried out in God” (John 
3:16-21). Therefore, “repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all 
who are far off, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to 
Himself” (Acts 2:38-39). 
 
This promise is to have Life and to 
have it abundantly in Christ Jesus 
(John 10:10).  
 
So, bring your longings you who 
are poor in spirit. Bring your 
longings you who mourn. Bring 

your longings you who are weary 
and burdened. Bring them to Jesus 
Christ and be satisfied (Matthew 

5: 3-5, 11:28-30). 

 

 

This Isn’t How It’s Supposed to Be (Continued) 
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“For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways,” declares the LORD. 
“As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.”  

Isaiah 55:8-9 
 
The James Webb telescope was 
launched on Christmas Day of last 
year and has settled into a 
geosynchronous orbit almost a 
million miles from earth. This 
telescope is an amazing piece of 
engineering in how it was 
designed and deployed. The 
pictures from this telescope are 
expected to be dramatically better 
than even those of its predecessor, 
the Hubble telescope. 
 

While we may marvel at the 
engineering and technology of this 
telescope, it represents mankind’s 
best, yet feeble, attempt to gain a 
better understanding of God’s 
creation. While a million miles 
might seem like a tremendous 
distance to us, in astronomical 
units it is nothing. A million miles 
is 1/92nd of the distance from the 
earth to the sun, by far the nearest 
star. The next nearest star, other 
than the sun, is Proxima Centauri, 

which is 40 trillion kilometers 
(about 25 trillion miles) away. The 
Milky Way galaxy, an average 
size galaxy in which the Earth is 
found, is estimated to have 
somewhere between 100 and 400 
billion stars and to be 
approximately 87,000 light years 
across, where a light year is about 
6 trillion miles. The best estimate 
is that there are 125 billion 
galaxies in the observable 
universe and that the size of the 
observable universe is 93 billion 
light years across. 
 
On the other end of the spectrum, 
there are about 1.67 times 10 
raised to the 21st power (i.e. 
1,670,000,000,000,000,000,000) 
molecules of water in a drop of 

water. The most powerful electron 
microscope has a magnification of 
100,000,000. Contrasting this with 
the number of molecules of water 
in a drop of water shows that the 
most powerful electron 
microscope would need to be 
about 16.7 quad trillion 
(16,700,000,000,000,000) times 
more powerful to actually see 
molecules or atoms. 
 
 

THE ELDER’S NOTES     Rick Hilst 

God spoke this universe into 
existence. With His spoken 
word, the universe and 
everything else in it came to 
be. This universe, with its 
incredible size, incredible 
number of stars, incredible 
number of galaxies, is far 
beyond our ability to truly 
comprehend. That God spoke 
it into existence is even more 
incredible. To say that God’s 
ways are far above our ways 
in a major understatement. 
We can’t even begin to grasp 
the vastness of His creation. 
Nor can we truly understand 
the minuteness of the sub-
atomic building blocks God 
used to piece together this 
universe. 
 
Despite the magnificence of 
this universe, perhaps the 
greatest of God’s creation is 
mankind. That one sperm cell 
can merge with an egg cell 
and the result is a human 
being is an incredible miracle. 
That man, a created being, 
created from two cells, is 
capable of all the things we 
can do is amazing. That we 
are able to launch a telescope 
into space and have it take up 
orbit a million miles away is 
indicative of the ability to 
think that God has given us. 
 
Unfortunately, God also gave 
man the freedom to disobey 
him. When Adam and Eve 
chose to rebel against God 
and partake of the forbidden 
fruit, they condemned all 
mankind to separation from 
God, to spiritual death. To 
this day, we continue to 
suffer for their fall from 
grace. We continue to die 
physical deaths. We continue 
to be born in sin and to be, by 
nature, enemies of God. We  
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are, on our own, headed towards eternal 
damnation, paying for our mistakes in this 
lifetime with an eternity of suffering. We 
desperately need God’s salvation, as we are 
completely unable to save ourselves. 
 

 
 
Incredibly, God sent His Son Jesus Christ to 
reconcile fallen mankind with Himself. Since 
we are helpless when it comes to this 
reconciliation, the only way it could be 
accomplished was if God did it and to do so 
came at a tremendous price. Our reconciliation 
with God required the death of His Son. Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God the Father, and second 
person of the Trinity, became man, an 
unbelievable humiliation, and then suffered a 
shameful, painful death on a cross, taking on 

the wrath and punishment of God the Father, 
punishment that should be ours, so that He 
could exchange His righteousness for our 
filth, His perfection for our flaws, His death 
for our life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Advent and Christmas approach, let’s 
remember the reason that Christ came to 
earth, that He was born of a virgin. Let’s 
remember the tremendous sacrifice that 
Jesus undertook for us, the incredible price 
He paid that we might be saved. Let’s 
remember the true reason for the season. 
 
Jesus Christ gave up everything for us.  He 
humiliated Himself, was born of a woman, 
lived a perfect life only to unfairly suffer and 
die on a cross, all to pay the punishment for 
our sins, to open the Kingdom of Heaven to 
all believers.  While we can never begin to 
repay Him for what He did, out of love for 
Him we should strive to obey Him, to follow 
His commands. 
 
So let’s be disciples!  Let’s follow the 
example of Christ, of Paul and the other 
early Christian leaders, of those brave souls 
in Iran.  Let’s reflect God’s love to those 
around us!  Let’s share the Gospel with 
others!  Let’s live our faith! 
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HELP NEEDED! 
 
Chef Heather has left, and we are 
in immediate need of a cook! If 
you know of ANYONE who may 
be interested, please let us know. 
Linda Hirschbuehler is working to 
set up a rotation of people who can 
help out until we find someone 
fulltime.  
 
Muffins with Mom was well 

attended in October. I think that 
families are appreciative of being 
able to participate in activities 
inside the center. We will be 
hosting Donuts with Dad on 
November 11.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Angel trees will go up in the 
narthex again this year. The 
Children’s angels will have their 
ages and gender. The teachers’ 
angels will list their positions. The 
CDC Christmas program is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
December 14. Priscilla Whitman is 
going to take the major role in 
assembling and directing the 
program this year. The ladies of the 
LWML will host a reception 
following the program. 
 
The church Christmas service is 
presently scheduled for Sunday, 
December18. Kelly Aschenbrenner 
is coordinating and organizing this 
service.  

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
The month of November is one I 
have been looking forward to both 
with anticipation and dread. I can 
hardly wait to be in less pain 
following my surgery, but I am 
also worried about how I am going 
to handle the forced “down time” 
while I am recuperating. Like most 
other people in today’s society, I 
have been so busy rushing from 
one thing to another. We base our 
sense of being on how busy – or 
indispensable – we can be. This is 
certainly going to be put to the test 
for me. 
 
Already now, I have had to slow 
down physically as I await my hip 
replacement. The amount of grace 
and support I have received is 
humbling. In both the CDC and 
church, people have stepped up to 
help. Staff have covered so much 
of the lifting and moving that until 
now I just took for granted. 
Schedules have been juggled as I 
have had to attend to doctor 
appointments.  
 
It is hard for me to ask for help. I 

FROM THE DCM                                 Carla Jo Peebles 

NEEDING HELP 

was raised to be independent 
(being a middle child). 
Throughout much of my adult 
life, I took care of myself and 
my family. I can’t say it was 
a source of pride – but it 
definitely was my MO 
(Modus operandi – mode of 
operation). Some of my 
“catch phrases” throughout 
life have been; “I can do 
this,” and a misuse of the 
Bible passage – “I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” I don’t want 
to burden others when they 
have enough problems of 
their own. I know I am not 
alone with this line of 
thought, but in feeling this 
way, we are actually missing 
God’s design for our need.  
Looking at Scripture, it’s 
clear that God wants us to 
acknowledge our need, not 
hide from it. We are free to 
seek help, even encouraged 
and commanded to do so!  
 
Here is one person’s take on 
it. 
 
Needing help has always 
been part of God’s design 
for us. 
 
Sometimes we avoid asking 
for help out of fear that it 
admits failure. We think, “I 
should be able to handle this 
on my own.”  But the truth is 
that God created us with a 
need for help. In Genesis 2:18 
It says, “It is not good for 
man to be alone; I will make 
a helper suitable for him.”  
 
God said that His own 
creation was not complete 
until he had built in a way for 
people to give and receive 
help – even before sin came 
into the world. This means 
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our need for help is not shameful or equal to failure. God built into us a 
need for help from the very beginning – and then He immediately began 
fulfilling that need.  

  
Asking for help is a blessing to others.  
                                                                     
Sometimes we avoid asking for help out of fear that it will be a burden to 
others. We think, “I don’t want to drag someone else down with my pain. 
It’s not fair for me to ask someone else to carry this weight.” This thinking 
also forgets the way God has created us as a body of believers. God wants 
us to help each other in times of struggle. Scripture commands it: “Bear one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” Gal. 6:2. When you ask 
someone else to help you bear a burden, you are giving them an opportunity 
to serve God and share Christ’s love with you.  
 
Asking for help acknowledges the truth of our need and God’s grace. 
 
Sometimes gently, sometimes forcefully, God reveals to us that we are not 
able to meet our own needs but that He desires to fill us with His own 
provision and grace where we are weak. He said to Paul in his time of 
weakness and struggle. “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is 
made perfect in weakness.” 
 
God has acknowledged He is our Father, Husband, Deliverer, Hiding Place, 
Refuge, Good Shepherd, and Savior. In all of these ways, God longs to meet 
our needs. It is simply not possible that God intends for us to “push 
through” without calling on His grace and compassion.  
 
Thank you, God, for giving us Your compassion, and for providing a body 
of believers who are gifted to care for each other. In Your name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

Believe it or not, the CDC will 
be running on volunteer cooks 
for the time being - until the time 
a special person steps up to cook 
full-time for the CDC and earn 
some money! 
 
Four of us “stepped up” on 
Monday morning to watch 
Heather do what she does, but 
won’t be doing much longer - 
and all we can do is ask for your 
prayers! 
 
How difficult can it be to cook 
food for 33 children? And then 
serve it to 33 children in five 
different classrooms and five 
different times between 11:00 
and 11:30 AM? How hard can it 
be to serve hot lunches, cold 
lunches, hot breakfasts, cold 
breakfasts and snacks five days a 
week? And then clean up before 
and after yourself before the next 
volunteer comes in for the next 
shift?  
 
Well, we are about to find out! 
Pray for us and for a “real” cook 
to take over! 
 
Thanks. 

NEEDING HELP (Continued)     
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KIDS’ CORNER 
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Voter’s Meeting is Sunday 
November 13. The meeting will 
be after the 10:45 AM 
service ,preceded by a Potluck, 
lunch and will include 
election of officers and 
approval of the budget. 
 
The Fellowship Hall decorations 
and the hallway will go up on 
Friday, November 11 at 9:30 AM. 
 
CDC Angel Christmas trees are 
going up on Friday, November 18, 
also at 8:30 AM. 
 
The Sanctuary decorations and 
trees will be going up November 
25 at 9:00 AM, and also on 
November 26, if needed.  
 
St. Mark’s is sponsoring the 
annual Thanksgiving Bag Meals 
to give away to families who need 
some Thanksgiving assistance. 
Ascension has volunteered to 
contribute 100 cans of whole 
kernel corn and 100 cans of green 
beans. Please start bringing any 
donations you might be able to 
give starting now. You may 
bring in donations until 
November 17, at which time I 
will take the cans to St. Mark’s for 
packing and distribution. 
 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast will 
be November 26 at 8:30 AM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ascension News 
 

Update Recap 
 

Ah - the month of Fall is on 
the calendar - and the feel of 
Fall is in the air - finally! 
Some of the important dates 
for this month of November 
include the following: 

• November _11 - Decorate 
Fellowship Hall/Hallway 
at 9:30 AM.  

• November 17 - All 100 
cans of corn and Green 
beans are due! 

• November 18 - Decorate 
the Angel Trees for the 
CDC here in the Narthex 
at 10:30 AM. 

• November 24 - 9:30 AM 
Thanksgiving Worship 

• November 25 - Decorate 
Sanctuary at 9:00 AM 

• November 26 - 8:30 AM 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

• November 26 - Finish dec-
orating at 9:00 AM, if 
needed. 

Our Pastors for the month of 
November are: 

11/6 -  Rev. James Garnett 

11/13 - Rev. Bill Wagner 

11/20 - Rev. Doug DeWitt 

11/27 - Rev. Gary Nagy 

This will be the last month 
that Pastor Wagner will be 
with us. He has been Called 
by his former congregation 
and is accepting the position. 
God’s blessing to you and 
your wife! You have been 
blessings to us. Thank you. 

December at a Glance 
 
All Wednesday night Advent 
services will begin at 6:30 PM. 
 
There will be no Advent 
meals. 
 
The Sunday School Program 
is being presented on 
December 18. There will be no 
communion or pulpit-fill 
Pastor on site, and there will 
be only that service with a 
meal afterwards. 
 

 
 
A cantata is tentatively 
scheduled for December 21. 
The choir will present “The 
Thrill of Hope.” There will be 
congregational participation, 
so please join us. Time to be 
announced soon! 
 
Christmas Eve service will 
consist of a 6:00 PM service 
only on December 24. 
 
 
Christmas Day services will be 
held in the regular time slots 
of 8:00 and 10:45 AM since it 
is a Sunday. There will be 
communion and a pulpit-fill 
pastor present.  
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“Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life; whoever does not obey 

the Son shall not see life.” 

John 3:36  

God’s life-giving work originates 
with Jesus. Genesis 1 shows us God 

speaking the 
world into 
existence,. We 
sometimes 
wonder how our 
world came to 
be. But here we 
find the answer: 
God created the 
earth and 
everything in it. 
He made 
humans like 
Himself. 

Although we may not understand the 
complexity of just how He did it, it is 
clear that God did create all life. This 
shows not only God’s authority over 
humanity, but His deep love for all 
people. Colossians 1:16 tells us that 
Jesus Christ Himself is that life-
generating Word through whom all 
things were created.” 

Colossians 1:16: “For by Him all 
things were created; things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers, rulers or 
authorities. All things were created 
by Him and for Him.” 

Because the false teachers believed 
that the physical world was evil, they 
thought that God, Himself, could not 

have 
created it. 
If Christ 
were God, 
they 
reasoned, 
He would 
be in 
charge 

only of the spiritual world. But Paul 
explained that all rulers, powers, 
thrones and authorities of both the 

spiritual and physical worlds were 
created by God and are under the 
authority of Christ Himself.  

John 1 mirrors the language of the 
creation account, offering that Jesus 
is the Word.  

Hebrews 1:2 tells us that God created 
the world through Jesus and speaks to 
us today through Him. Consistently, 
across the pages of Scripture, we see 
God’s creative and regenerating 
work, poured out through Jesus.  

John 3:31-36: “31The one who comes 
from above is above all; the one who 
is from the earth belongs to the earth, 
and speaks as one from the earth. The 
one who comes from heaven is above 
all. 32He testifies to what he has seen 
and heard, but no one accepts his 
testimony. 33Whoever has accepted it 
has certified that God is 
truthful. 34 For the one whom God has 
sent speaks the words of God, for 
God gives the Spirit without 
limit. 35The Father loves the Son and 
has placed everything in his 
hands. 36Whoever believes in the Son 
has eternal life, but whoever rejects 
the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on them.” 

Jesus’ testimony was trustworthy 
because He had come from heaven 
and speaking of what He had seen 
there. His words were the very works 
of God. Our whole spiritual life 

depends on 
our answer 
to one 
question: 
Who is 
Christ? If 
we accept 
Jesus as only 
a prophet or 
teacher, we 
have to 
reject His 
teaching; for 
He claimed 

to be God’s Son, even God Himself. 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM                   Bobbie Scroggins  

The Life-Generating Word 

The heartbeat of John’s 
Gospel is the dynamic truth 
that Jesus Christ is God’s Son, 
the Messiah, the Savior, who 
was from the beginning and 
will continue to live forever. 
This same Jesus has invited us 
to accept Him and live with 
Him eternally. When we 
understand who Jesus is, we 
are compelled to believe what 
He said:  

 
153Look on my suffering and 
deliver me, 
    for I have not 
forgotten your law. 
154Defend my cause and 
redeem me; 
    preserve my life according 
to your promise. 
155Salvation is far from the 
wicked, 
    for they do not seek 
out your decrees. 
156Your compassion, Lord, is 
great; 
    preserve my life according 
to your laws. 
157Many are the foes who 
persecute me, 
    but I have not turned from 
your statutes. 
158I look on the faithless with 
loathing, 
    for they do not obey your 
word. 
159See how I love your 
precepts; 
    preserve my life, Lord, in 
accordance with your love. 
160All your words are true; 
    all your righteous laws are 
eternal.  

Psalm 119:153-160 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM (Continued)

For all the saints who from 
their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before 
the world confessed, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be 
forever blest. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Joseph Taylor Berry 

(1961-2022) 

 

Mary Margaret Shaffer 

(1928-2022) 

 

Donald Ray Akins 

(1933-2022) 

 

Marilyn Jean Mallory 

(1931-2022) 

 

Adele Rosemarie 

Williams 

(1926-2022) 

 

Mary Eckert 

(1928-2022) 

  

Linn Maas 

(1933-2022) 

 
From earth’s wide bounds, 
from ocean’s farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl 
streams in the countless 
host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost: 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Who can affect the transformational movement from nothing to 
something, from death to life? Only the creative Word of God 
in the person of Jesus Christ has the power to create new life in 
dead hearts. This is why every thing pivots on Christ and why 
John says belief in the Son is the hinge upon which life swings. 

 To believe Him is to receive life; to disbelieve is to inherit 
death. The same creative Word of God that called us out of 
darkness into His light, transferring us from a kingdom of death 
to one of everlasting life, still speaks life into us, today.  

Through the ongoing work of the Word illuminated by the 
Spirit , God calls us forth to the abundant life that only He 
provides.  

Father, thank You for the inheritance of eternal life that is ours 
because of Christ Jesus. In His name. Amen. 
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MISSIONAL OUTREACH MINISTRY 
 
Members of the Missional Outreach Ministry go to two separate locations to preach, pray and sing. 
The schedule of these groups for November is: 
 
 November 2– HHR at 10:15 AM  
 November 10 – Regency at 12:30 PM 
 November 16  – HHR at 10:15 AM 
 November 30 – HHR at 10:15 AM 
 
The worship service consists of the following: 
 Welcome by Bob Smith 
  Song 1 
  Song 2  
 OT Reading 
  Song 3 
  Song 4 
 NT Reading 
  Song 5 
  Song 6 
 Gospel Reading 
  Song 7 
 Message 
  Song 8 
  Song 9 
 

Birthdays in November  

 

 Andre Cowart   11/01   Bob Hartwig   11/11 

 Abrielle Mwakabumbila 11/01   Mark Williams  11/12 

 Ron Salem   11/03   Jordan Reynolds-Gleason 11/12 

 Robby Gehring  11/05   Harrison Grott   11/17 

 Lynne Heape   11/08   Carl Engel   11/17 

 Victoria Salem  11/09   Lincoln Hartwig  11/18 

 Jonathan Glenn  11/09   Bob Beamer   11/18 

        Ellen Rosson   11/18 

        Steve Booze   11/22 
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 KIDS’ CORNER 
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR 


