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Coming Soon. . . 

 

 

 

  

 

 

What’s Inside 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday 8:00 & 10:45 AM 
Monday 6:00 PM 

 
Bible Study 

Sunday 9:30 AM  
Tuesday 10:00 AM (Ladies) 
Last Saturday of Month 8:30 AM (Men) 

Coming October 23, 2022 
 

On October 23, our LWML will 

celebrate its 80th year as an 

organization in the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod. In 

observance of this memorable 

Sunday, a special offering will be 

gathered and the proceeds will be 

split between our two LCMS 

seminaries to help seminarians 

offset the cost of their education 

for the ministry. Please find it in 

your hearts to give generously. As 

you know, ministers are becoming 

rare commodities for the LCMS 

congregations, as we are finding 

out first-hand. May God hear our 

prayers and support our efforts to 

bring His Word to all nations. 
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Change Is Constant 
 
John:1-2 

“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God.” 

 

What does John mean by the 
Word? The Word was a term used 
by the theologians and 
philosophers, both Jesus and 
Greeks, in many different ways. In 
Hebrew Scriptures, the Word was 
an agent of creation. This world 
can be an unstable place of 
uncertainty and change. Change 
constantly happens all around us. 
Seasons change, children grow up, 
pastors leave, spouses die, 
promotions are granted. Change 
happens. Some change is expected; 
other changes take us by surprise 
and confuse us. 
 
John 1:3-5 

“All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him 
was life, and the life was the light 

of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” 
 
When God created, He made 
something from nothing because 

     From Stewardship     

Reflections Bobbie Scroggins 

we are created beings. We have no basis for pride. Remember that we exist 
only because God made us, and we have special gifts only because God 
gave them to us. With God, we are something valuable and unique; apart 
from God, we are nothing. If we try to live without Him, we will be 
abandoning the purpose for which we were made. 
 
Do we ever feel that our lives are too complex for God to understand? 
Remember, God created the entire universe and nothing is too difficult for 
Him. God created us. He is alive, today, and His love is bigger than any 
problem we may face today or any other day. 
 
“The darkness has not 
overcome it” (NIV: “The 
darkness has not understood 
it”) means the darkness of evil 
never has and never will 
overcome or extinguish God’s 
light. Jesus Christ is the Creator 
of life and His life brings life to 
mankind. In His light, we see 
ourselves as we really are 
(sinners in need of a Savior). 
When we follow Jesus, the true 
Light, we can avoid walking 
blindly and falling into sin. He 
lights the path ahead of us so 
we can see how to live. He 
removes the darkness of sin 
from our lives.  
 
In what ways have we allowed 
the light of Christ to shine in 
our lives? When we let Christ 
guide our lives, we’ll never 
need to stumble in the darkness. 
 
When change starts getting the best of us, remember that there is One who 
is always with us because He has always existed. God is sovereign. He is 
never confused by change and never surprised by changes that occur. The 
crucified get resurrected. It is Jesus Lord who was in the beginning with 
God. Out of compassion for us and in obedience to God, He left His place 
beside His Father to come and be present on earth.  
 
His saving work on earth assures us that our Father is always present, even 
when things change. Our Father does not leave us or forsake us. Because 
Jesus has restored us to Him, God is always with us to grant counsel 
through the Holy Spirit. 
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Psalm 55:9-11 
“Lord, confuse the wicked, confound 

their words, for I see violence and 
strife in the city. Day and night they 
prowl about on its walls; malice and 

abuse are within it.  Destructive 
forces are at work in the city; threats 

and lies never leave its streets.” 
 

The city that was supposed to be holy 
was plagued by internal problems: 
malice, violence, strife, abuse, 
destructive threats and lies. External 
enemies, though constant threats, 
were not nearly as dangerous as the 
corruption inside. Even today 
churches often look to defend 
themselves against troubles from the 
sinful world while failing to see that 
their own sins are causing their 
problems. 
 
 

     Stewardship (cont.)

Reflections Bobbie Scroggins 

 
 
 
Psalm 55:12-14 
“If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were rising 

against me, I could hide.  But it is you, a man like myself, my 
companion, my close friend,  with whom I once enjoyed sweet 
fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the 

worshipers.” 
 

Nothing hurts more than a wound from a friend. At times, friends may 
need to lovingly confront us in order to help us, but betrayal truly hurts. 
Betrayed by a friend has caused great anguish. Real friends stick by us 
in times of trouble and bring healing, love, acceptance and 
understanding. What kind of friends are we? We should never betray 
those whom we love. 
 
When life’s changes begin to get us down and it seems that the battle 
has been lost, remember that the Lord is with us and be encouraged 
with the understanding that He was in the beginning with the Father 
and is alive today in us by faith. 
 
We are grateful, Lord Jesus, that You are eternal from the beginning to 
the end, and that You remain among us to grant us courage and peace 
in the midst of change. Amen. 
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Reflections Carla Jo Peebles 

1. God has a plan, and that plan 
may not be the same as ours. 

As Christians, we are frequently 
reminded that God has a plan and a 
purpose for our lives. Jeremiah 29:11 
tells us, “For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord. “Plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” 

This verse has brought me much 
comfort in times of uncertainty about 
the future. But after my injury, I was 
very disturbed as to how my plans 
were not what He wanted for me. 
After all, wasn’t I going to bring Him 
glory through my plans? Yes, but I 
quickly learned that I had put my 
summer plans completely into my 
own hands, without asking the Lord if 
it was truly His will. 

Proverbs 16:9 reminded me that, “In 
their hearts humans plan their 
course, but the Lord establishes their 
steps.” I planned my course, but the 
Lord established my steps. No matter 
how well we plan, we will always 
end up where the Lord wants us, even 
if it seems unfair or wrong at first. 

 

Happy Fall Y’all! 

Things are up and running 
at both the CDC and 
church.  We are looking 
for additional staff in both 
the Sunday school and 
CDC.  Nursery and Early 
Elementary classes are in 
need of substitutes.  If we 
are unable to find 
substitutes, we will have 
to shut the classes down 
when the teachers are 
unable to be there.    At the CDC, we have an immediate need for a cook.  
Heather is moving to Florida in November.  We would like to get someone 
hired before Heather leaves so that she would have some time to train them.    
We are always in need of teaching staff, as well.  Our part-time list grows 
shorter and shorter, and their flexible hours are getting less flexible.  Charla 
spends part of every day in the infant room, and most days I spend part of 
the morning in a classroom.  If you know of anyone who might be interested 
in a position, please send them our way! 

Speaking of needing help……  By now many or you are aware that I will be 
undergoing surgery for a hip replacement 
in November.  I am asking for volunteers 
to help out again at both the church and 
CDC to fill in until I am able to get 
around.  It would greatly reduce my stress 
going into this knowing that the bases are 
going to be covered.   

I am a planner.  I like to have my life planned out, so that when someone/
something else needs my attention I have time to devote to that rather than 
scrambling to pull things together at the last minute.  I start thinking about 
the Christmas program in August.  I find comfort in knowing how things are 
going to play out.  This upcoming hip surgery, and the knee surgery 
following have thrown me for a loop.  It is hard for me to let go and have 
someone else call the shots.  I tried “bargaining” with the doctor and the 
surgeon.  The doctor accepted my compromise – the surgeon did not.   

I found this on the internet that is helping me put things into more 
perspective.  Also, I can use reminding when you see me – that things are 
going to work out – maybe not the way I envisioned, but the way God has 
planned!  This woman suffered a knee injury that ended her idea of what her 
summer employment would look like.  It is written from her perspective… 

Four Truths to Remember When Life Doesn’t Go as Planned 

Here are some truths to pray on when it comes to life not going as you 
planned. 

From the DCM  

https://blessedisshe.net/product/the-wind-necklace/
https://blessedisshe.net/product/the-wind-necklace/
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2. Don’t try to fix things, just 
surrender and trust. 

When life seems to go not as 
planned, it can be tempting for 
us to try to take matters into 
our own hands and fix things. 
Upon arrival home for the 
summer, I started applying to 
every job under the sun. I was 
always met by denial due to the 
fact that, at that point, I still 
couldn’t walk on my ankle 
unaided. 

However, the Lord had a 
different plan for my summer. 
He didn’t want me continually 
forcing my way into the 
driving seat. Proverbs 3:5-6 
says we must “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight.” 

I didn’t need to fix my 
summer, all I needed was to 
trust that He could fix it for 
me. I needed to surrender, 
something which is particularly 
hard for my control-freak 
nature. But it is only when we 
surrender our lives completely 
that He can start to work out 
His will in our lives. Let go 
and trust Him. 

3. God will bring good out of 
what looks like a hopeless 
situation. 

In my eyes, there was a lie, and 
that was the lie that nothing 
good would happen in my 
summer due to my injury. 

It seemed like an eternity 
before God did bring good out 
of my injury, but truly, it was 
only a matter of a few weeks. 
God has opened-up 
opportunities for my summer 
that are greater than I could’ve 

Reflections October, 2022 

planned for! 

Romans 8:28 says: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” No, my 
summer wasn’t the picture-perfect summer I had envisioned. But it went in an 
extremely radical direction that could only have been uniquely designed by 
Him and for me! 

Whether it’s a horrifically sprained ankle or anything else, God can and will 
bring good out of a situation. 

4. Don’t be afraid to go into the unplanned. 

I hate being out of control. 

The first day I got back home, with a swollen ankle and no idea of what the 
next three months would bring, I spent much of my day curled up in my bed. I 
felt alone and purposeless. I didn’t know what tomorrow would bring, and 
that scared me. But the truth is, no matter what tomorrow brings, we do not 
need to be afraid. 

We read in Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and 
do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

No matter what the Lord has planned for you, and whether or not He has 
revealed His plan to you yet, you are not alone in the journey. We have no 
reason to fear. Rather, we should embrace the uncertainty, rejoicing in the 
truth that no matter what happens, the Lord is with us. His Ways are Higher. 

These are the truths I reminded myself of daily throughout this summer. No, it 
wasn’t easy. When your heart becomes troubled, I encourage you to return to 
these truths. Life doesn’t always go as we plan. This becomes an opportunity 
to trust in the Lord and His roadmap for our lives. I pray that you embrace the 
unplanned! 

A Prayer for When Things Don’t Go as Planned 

By: Kristine Brown 

“In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their 
steps.” - Proverbs 16:9 NIV 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Thank you for your guidance and direction. Because you are designing 
the path ahead of me, I have nothing to fear. I enjoy setting goals and 
having dreams for the future, but you know what’s best for me. You are 
the author of my story. 

Your Word says that you “establish my steps,” even when I make my 
own plans. I may write things on my calendar, but I will also remain open 
to change when things don’t go the way I expected. Help me to accept 
your path, even when it looks nothing like what I thought or takes me 
places I didn’t want to go. Your ways are not my ways, and I trust you in 
all things. 

Lord, today open my eyes to the blessing on this journey you’ve chosen 
for me. Help me see the truth of your promises. You will never leave me, 
and you have great plans for my future. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/16-9.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus.html
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Reflections October, 2022 

Jordan Strain  10/01   Janel Skrabanek 10/12 

Corwin Fick  10/01   Jessica Cowart             10/15 

Eric Dunn  10/03   Alexander Burhans 10/16 

Mason Lee  10/04   Stephanie Lee  10/16 

Glen Huling  10/06   Margaret Johnson 10/16 

Mary Eckert  10/07   Susan Thomas  10/18 

Jeremiah Burhans 10/08   Rebecca King  10/20 

Sharon Ball  10/10   Scott Patterson 10/23 

Susan Bridges  10/12   Elise Patterson  10/25 

Jerry Heape  10/12   S. Mwakabumbila 10/26 

      Tyler Arends  10/30 

Birthdays in October 

 

Missional Outreach 
 
Every week, members of 
Ascension join together and 
visit two different groups of 
people on two different ends 
of town. This month, the 
groups will visit Regency on 
Max Luther Drive on October 
13 and 27 at 12:30 PM. They 
will visit HHR on Chris Drive 
on October 5 and 19 at 
10:15AM.  
 
Every Sunday morning, the 
group goes to Regency for a 
9:30 AM service. 
 
Welcome  
 Song One 
 Song Two 
Scripture Reading - OT 
 Song Three 
 Song Four 
Scripture Reading - NT 
 Song Five 
 Song Six 
Scripture Reading - Gospel 
 Song Seven 
Message 
 Song Eight 
 Song Nine 
 
There is time to spend one-on-
one with the residents of both 
establishments.  
 

Flowers on Altar in October 

  October 2 -  
 
 October 9 -  
 
  October 16 -  
 
   October 23 -   
    
    October 30 - Reformation Day 

Anniversaries in October 

 Todd & Laura Ballentine 10/11  (36 years) 

 John & Jennifer Hartwig 10/25  (14 years) 

 David & Kathy Linden 10/27  (43 years) 

 Cameron & Stephanie Lee 10/30  (23 years) 
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Kids’ Page 

 

 

 

Reflections October, 2022 
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“The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my God, 
my rock, in whom I take refuge, my 

shield, and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold and my 

refuge, my savior; you save me from 
violence. I call upon the Lord, who 

is worthy to be praised, and I am 
saved from my enemies.” 

 
There are many passages in the 
Bible with the word “worthy” in 
them. A lot of them are in 
connection with people who have 
come to Jesus with a special 
request, and they preface their 
speech and entreaty with “I am not 
worthy. . .”  
 
 Jacob as he crossed back into 

his homeland after stealing his 
brother’s everything (Genesis 
32:9-11); 

 John the Baptist, “I am not 
worthy to carry His 
sandals” (Matthew 3:11); 

 The centurion whose servant 
was dying, “I am not worthy to 
have You come under my 
roof” (Matthew 8:8); 

 The prodigal son in the parable 
who was not worthy to be called 
his Father’s son, anymore (Luke 
15:19); and 

 “I began to weep loudly because 
no one was found worthy to 
open the scroll or to look into 
it.” (Spoken by St. John in 
Revelation 5:4). 

 

Worthy 

Reflections Judy Burhans 

The adult choir is singing some amazing music with  words that speak to 

these things. Have you heard, “Is He Worthy?” It’s a song that has been 

on the radio, but I found it while listening to music for the choir to try out. 

The words question the brokenness in our world and our lives; it speaks of 

the whole creation groaning and asking if there is a new creation coming, 

and if so, do we want to see it.  

With every question put forth, the final questions are, “Is anyone worthy? 

Is anyone whole? Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll?” 

The disciple in Revelation wept because he didn’t see that answer right 

away as he watched the angel with the scroll, asking the same question: 

“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” and there was no in 

heaven or on the earth or under the earth who was able to open the scroll 

or break its seal. 

Then, an Elder told John, “Weep no more; behold the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that He can open the scroll 

and its seven seals.” 

When John looked again, he saw the Lamb - who looked like it had been 

slain - and the Lamb took the scroll from the one seated on the throne and 

broke open the seal. The only one worthy to do this was the Lamb of God, 

who was slain. He alone was/is worthy to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing (Revelation 5:11-12). 

Do we sing that in our liturgy? We do. Do we believe it to be true? We do.  

Is He worthy? He is.  

And that’s how the song goes. The questions posed in the song are all 

answered with “We do,” “It is,” “He does,” and “HE IS!” 

I can only imagine how breathtaking the sound and sights were when John 

heard the angels and the elders and the living creatures, numbering in the 

“myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands” singing “Worthy is the 

Lamb who was slain. . .” and then to hear every creature in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 

“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 

and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:11-13. The four 

living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

(Revelation 5:14). 

Did you know that because John wrote the very words of the angelic 

worship, we, the Church, are able to join in “with the angels and 

archangels and all the company of heaven “while singing this, also?” (LSB 

study note Revelation 5:12) 

We are.  
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Reflections Rick Hilst 

Pastor Emeritus Bernie continues his 

recovery from the various health 

problems that hit him all at once. He 

seems to be getting stronger and is 

getting bolder about venturing out 

without his walker. Please continue to 

keep his ongoing recovery in your 

prayers. 

The Call Committee is in the process 

of winnowing the most recent list of 

names we received from President 

Johnson. In a few weeks we should 

be coming back to the congregation 

with a smaller list of names for their 

consideration. 

It’s almost time for Thanksgiving and 

the onset of the Advent season. There 

will be more information about the 

plans for the Advent season and 

Christmas in next month’s 

Reflections. 

As the hustle and bustle of the 

upcoming holiday season come upon 

us, let’s remember to keep our 

priorities straight and keep our focus 

on our Lord and Savior and 

everything He has done for us! 

 

Hodgepodge of Topics 
 

In the past few weeks, three of Ascension’s long-term members, Don 

Akins, Marilyn Mallory, and Adele Williams, have gone home to their 

Heavenly Father. They have joined the ranks of the Church Triumphant 

and are now at bliss with their Lord and Savior and with the entire 

heavenly host. While they will be missed here on earth, they are now in a 

much, much better place. 

Is everyone else as pleased as I am with the pulpit supply pastors who 

have been preaching the last few Sundays? I have enjoyed their sermons 

and have appreciated a return to a regular celebration of Holy 

Communion. Thanks to Judy Burhans for coordinating their preaching 

schedules. 

In thinking about the various 

guest pastors we’ve had in 

recent weeks, I contemplated all 

the different individuals who 

have contributed in fairly recent 

history to the worship services 

at Ascension. We have had five 

vicars and now four or five 

pulpit supply pastors. President 

Johnson did one service, Pastor 

Bussman from Cullman did two funerals, various pastors from different 

charitable organizations have done a service and eight elders have each 

performed several services. My thanks go out to all the elders for their 

contribution to our worship and a special thanks goes to Alan King, who 

has taken on the sole responsibility for the Monday night service. 

While remembering specific individuals, I also want to thank Bob Smith 

for leading the ongoing worship services at HHR and Regency. Although 

he is no longer chairman of the Evangelism board, he continues to 

faithfully lead these services twice a week. 

My final kudos goes to Ken Aschenbrenner for his teaching the adult 

Sunday School class. His knowledge and insight into the Gospel of John 

combined with his effective teaching style have made this class both 

enlightening and enjoyable. 

There are probably other people who should be thanked (e.g., Harvey and 

Dan) for the time and effort they have contributed to Ascension so my 

apologies for not flagging those individuals in this article. 

Elder’s Notes     
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Fellowship Update 

Reflections October, 2022 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bobbie Scroggins (host) group continues to study the 
book of Philippians.  Meetings are the 2nd Friday of 
each month at 6:00 PM.  Bobbie's home is at 228 Lee 
Bowden Dr, Huntsville, AL 35806. 
 
Michele Corser (host) group continues to study Bryan 
Wolfmueller’s book, “Has American Christianity 
Failed?”  Meetings are at 6:00 PM and every other 
Sunday starting October 9. Michele’s home is at 140 
Matt Phillips Rd, Huntsville, AL 35806. 
 
Engel/Pate group continues to have devotions/prayer at 
Logan’s Roadhouse on Balmoral Drive for lunch.  The 
next meeting will be Thursday, October 8 at 11:00 
AM and every other Thursday thereafter. 
 
The Gehring’s Family Group is studying “Discipleship 
in Families,” and something will be planned for the 
children.  The meetings start at 6:00 PM at 
Ascension on the 2nd Sunday of each month. 
 
A Singles’ Group! This group will be led by Karla 
Pfeiffer, who is stationed at Redstone Arsenal. Their 
next meeting is October 8 at 6:00 PM at the church.  

For healing and a faith that You will never 

leave or forsake us: 

Guy Patterson   

Steve & Connie Dean     

Barry Willetts     

Linn Maas 

Kent Parker  

Nancy Lawson      

Alan Paggi       

Dan Jones      

Jerry Heape       

Carol McGuire    

Chloe Hunt   

Jim Sims  

Nathaniel Hartwig 

Jean Shaver 

Wilhelmina Cozad 

Lee Kenny 
 

For a Called Pastor to come to Ascension 

to serve. 
 

Those pastors serving until then. . . 

Rev. James Garnett, Pastor Emeritus (10/2) 

Rev. Bill Wagner, Pastor Emeritus   (10/9) 

Rev. Doug DeWitt, Pastor Emeritus  (10/16)  

Rev. John Bussman     (10/23) 

Rev. Doug DeWitt, Pastor Emeritus  (10/30) 
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October 2022 

Reflections October, 2022 

 


