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Ascension Lutheran Church, Huntsville, AL 35811 

Coming Soon. . . 

 

Believe it or not, Fall is just about here. Classes in Sunday School have 

started with new kids and new lessons in higher levels to be learned. 

Meetings and groups are starting, again - adult fellowship groups, 

women’s Bible Study, choir, and a new offering for singles. 
 

This month, our Sunday services will have the Elders taking the 1st 

Sunday (September 4); Rev. Bill Wagner from Thompsons Station, TN, 

for the 2nd Sunday (September 11); Rev. Gary Nagy for the 3rd Sunday 

(September 18), and Rev. James Garnett for the 4th Sunday (September 

25).  
 

In October, the Sundays’ rotations will be Rev. James Garnett on 

October 2; Rev. Bill Wagner on October 9; Rev Doug DeWitt on 

October 16 and Reformation Sunday (October 30); and pending a 

response for the October 23 service.  

 

The adult choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 7 at 6:00 

PM. Our voicing has been dwindling 

over the past year and we are down 

to minimal people per part. If you 

have any joy in singing and want to 

join our fun, come and see what it’s 

all about. We’d LOVE to have you! 

What’s Inside 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday 8:00 & 10:45 AM 
Monday 6:00 PM 

 
Bible Study 

Sunday 9:30 AM  
Tuesday 10:00 AM (Ladies) 
Last Saturday of Month 8:30 AM (Men) 

Note of Thanks 
 
 

 We Thank God for sending us 

Pastor Bussman to officiate at 

Don’s funeral service. We thank 

our Elders – Rick Hilst, Jimmy 

Damron, Burneal A. Fick, and 

Todd Ballentine; our members – 

Marsha Carden and our faithful 

secretary, Judy Burhans, for 

bringing it all together. We thank 

our church family for attending 

and giving our beloved Don a 

memorable send-off. Praise be to 

God!  

--Helga Akins & Family 
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The state of Alabama is 

making a lot of changes to 

licensed preschool 

requirements – mostly in the 

form of administration. They 

are currently in the process of 

bringing most of record 

keeping online. This has been a 

process that has been in the 

works for a year – and is still 

behind schedule. All staff, 

including cooks and office 

staff, will have to have all 

records, from education to 

continued training, posted on 

the state training site. When 

this is accomplished, it will be 

more time-efficient for the 

consultants who check license 

requirements. They will be able 

to just look from their desks to 

see if all the staff records are 

current rather than to spend 

those hours on site manually 

going through the teachers’ 

individual files. This will 

theoretically make it possible 

to see more centers, thus 

reducing the current backlog. 

 

 

     From the DCM 

Reflections Carla Jo Peebles 

 

 

 

We don’t have any new staff starting out this fall. 

Jennifer Hartwig has moved to substitute status with 

the decision to homeschool her children. We are 

currently looking for a cook. Heather Burhans will be 

moving to Florida in October to begin training, and 

eventually have employment with Disney World. We 

are truly going to miss her but are excited about this 

new opportunity for her.  

 

The Center for Disease Control has updated its COVID policy; therefore, we 

will follow the policy they have laid forth. When an individual is diagnosed 

with COVID, that individual will have to quarantine for five days. No other 

person will have to quarantine. 

 

Update on Sunday 

School: We had our fall 

kick-off Sunday on August 

14. Jennifer and John 

Hartwig are teaching the 

Preschool class. Nadine 

Hartwig is doing elementary. 

We are looking for a team 

teacher for her if anyone is 

interested in serving our 

congregation and our Lord in this manner. Stephanie Lee and Carla Jo 

Peebles are teaching middle school. Cameron Lee is instructing the high 

school class, and Aaron King will be leading the college age group. 

 

What We Think Determines How We Live 

 

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things.” Philippians 4:8 

 

Paul has giving us a valuable piece of advice here. Truthful, honorable and 

respectful thoughts, words and actions should be our norm as Christians. Even 

if sometimes doing the right thing may cause us trouble, God will always help 

us to get the right results in the end, because of our obedience to Him and 

doing what is right in His eyes. 
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All that is pure, lovely, admirable and 

of good report bring peace to those 

who live by the standards of God’s 

Word. Did you ever notice that the 

people who live led by all these 

positive things are pleasant and we 

love to be in their presence? Or how 

much we enjoy to be around those 

who always find something good to 

say about things and praise God no 

matter what? 

 

We are urged to focus our mind on all 

the positive things listed in the above 

verses and to implant them into our 

hearts. It takes effort and 

determination, but we can do it. We 

can be way happier once we start to 

live like this. This lifestyle aligns with 

our born-again spirits and helps us to 

become more like Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     From the DCM 

Reflections Carla Jo Peebles 

 

 

 

Thank You Father God for all the good things You prepared for 

me to walk in. Please help me to always choose to fill my mind 

with whatever is true, honorable, respectful, right and in 

accordance with Your Word. I want so much to live in Your peace 

and keep my heart pure all the time, but I cannot do it without 

Your help. Please help me Lord to seek all that is worthy of praise 

and to choose to center my mind on and implant in my 

heart only what is pure, positive, admirable and glorifies You, in 

Jesus' Name. Amen. 
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Reflections Rick Hilst 

any difference, no matter how much 

money and how many resources are 

dedicated to addressing these issues. 

 

In His Olivet discourse, Jesus 

declared that there would be several 

things that would signal His second 

coming. He spoke of wars of nations 

against nations and kingdoms against 

kingdoms and of famines (i.e., food 

shortages) and earthquakes (Matthew 

24:7). He referred to these events as 

birth pains, implying that, just as 

birth pains grow in intensity and 

frequency as the date of birth nears, 

so would these events grow in 

intensity and frequency as the date of 

His return nears. 

 

Droughts and food shortages are on 

the increase. If predictions made by 

some scientists and many climate 

activists, of increasing droughts and 

higher temperatures in the future are 

correct, then increasing food 

shortages (famines) will inevitably 

result. As lakes and rivers completely 

dry up, conflicts between nations 

over food and water will almost 

assuredly follow. The frequency and 

intensity of the events Jesus described 

in Matthew 24 will certainly increase. 

Although receiving less attention, 

perhaps because it is hard to blame 

climate change, earthquakes have 

also been increasing in frequency. 

Therefore, the birth pains Jesus 

referred to in His Olivet discourse are 

all coming true.  

 

 

Are You Ready? 

 

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will 

be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of 

birth pains.” (Matthew 24:7-8)  

 

Much of the world has 

undergone record high 

temperatures combined 

with drought this 

summer. As a result, 

many rivers and lakes 

around the world are 

drying up and major 

food shortages soon are 

likely. Many scientists 

and politicians are 

blaming these events on 

climate change and are advocating more and more drastic measures to 

combat it. The recently passed Inflation Reduction Act allocates large sums 

of money to efforts aimed at reducing climate change. Independently, 

California, Washington, Massachusetts, and Virginia have passed 

legislation that ban the sale of new gas-powered vehicles in the not-too-

distant future. 

 

While 40+ percent of the world has faced drought conditions this summer, 

predictions by some scientists are that this number could grow to 75 percent 

by 2250. Some countries, in addition to dealing with food shortages (e.g., 

Madagascar) due to the drought conditions, are facing major shortages of 

drinking water and water needed for basic needs like irrigation and industry. 

As a result, climate activists are raising red flags pointing out the inevitable 

demise of our planet if corrective actions are not taken immediately. 

 

So, is this climate change as the secular world is screaming, is this merely a 

short-term anomaly, or is this God’s judgment on an evil and perverse 

world? Have we, through poor stewardship of the planet, polluted, 

overpopulated, and otherwise abused what God has given us to the point of 

inviting our own destruction, is this a season of really bad El Nina that will 

go away in the future, or is this God fulfilling His promise of how the end of 

time would play out? If the latter, then nothing that mankind does will make 

From the Elder  
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So, is this God’s judgment? 

Are we rapidly approaching 

Christ’s return? Is this merely a 

bad year for droughts that will 

soon go away? Or are the 

climate activists right and we 

need to take corrective action 

now before it’s too late? 

 

While famines, earthquakes 

and wars between nations have 

happened throughout history, 

the dramatic increase in these 

events, particularly in terms of 

drought, in the last year have, I 

think, surprised even the most 

ardent climate activists. The 

world seems to be headed on a 

pathway to disaster and getting 

there very quickly. Adding to 

this potential for destruction, 

nuclear superpowers Russia 

and China have been 

threatening to use their arsenal 

of weapons and bad actors like 

Reflections September, 2022 

Iran and North Korea either already have or will soon possess these weapons 

of mass destruction. 

 

So, is this the sign of Jesus’ 

second coming and, if so, 

how should Christians react? 

Only God the Father knows 

the date and time of Jesus’ 

return to claim His bride, the 

church, and to bring 

judgment on all the earth. 

Therefore, we have no way 

of being sure that this date is 

rapidly approaching. 

However, the signs are there 

so we should be sure we’re 

ready, that we have oil in our lamps (Matthew 25:1-13). We should also have 

a sense of urgency when it comes to sharing the Gospel, the Good News of 

Salvation, with family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. 

 

Jesus did the unthinkable. He humbled Himself, indeed humiliated Himself, 

to become man, to be born of a virgin in the humblest of settings, to grow up 

with all the limitations of humanity, to live a perfectly sinless life, only to be 

falsely accused and hung on a cross to die, an excruciating, shameful death 

for all to see. He did this for us. Out of an unfathomable love for us, He 

offered Himself up as a sacrifice for our sins, to take on the punishment for 

our sins, to exchange His righteousness for our filth. This was the only way 

that God’s demand for justice could be satisfied, other than sending all of us 

to spend eternity suffering for our own mistakes. Christ died for us. His death 

opened the Kingdom of Heaven to us. Rather than paying for our own sins, 

rather than spending eternity separated from God and living in agony, an 

eternity of heavenly bliss 

awaits us. 

 

Do you believe this? If so, 

are you living your life as 

if this were true? Are you 

ready for Christ’s return? 

Is there oil in your lamp? 

 

—Rick Hilst 
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Reflections September, 2022 

Adele Williams 09/01   Jordan Reynolds 09/18 

Emily Booze  09/04   Cory Burhans  09/21 

Burneal A. Fick 09/06   Tammey Bowers 09/22 

Katelyn Engel  09/07   Donna Stoddart 09/22 

Nicholas Burhans 09/07   Linda Mixon  09/23 

Heather Burhans 09/09   Norman Stoddart 09/25 

Benjamin Burhans 09/10   Mike Pool  09/26 

Donna Huling  09/11   Greg Yates  09/30 

Adam Grott  09/12   John Hartwig  09/30 

Susie Carder  09/17      

Birthdays in September 

 

Missional Outreach 
 
Every week, members of 
Ascension join together and 
visit two different groups of 
people on two different ends 
of town. This month, the 
groups will visit Regency on 
Max Luther Drive on 
September 1, 15 and 29 at 
12:30 PM. They will visit 
HHR on Chris Drive on 
September 7 and 21 at 
10:15AM.  
 
Every Sunday morning, the 
group goes to Regency for a 
9:30 AM service. 
 
Welcome  
 Song One 
 Song Two 
Scripture Reading - OT 
 Song Three 
 Song Four 
Scripture Reading - NT 
 Song Five 
 Song Six 
Scripture Reading - Gospel 
 Song Seven 
Message 
 Song Eight 
 Song Nine 
 
There is time to spend one-on-
one with the residents of both 
establishments.  
 

Flowers on Altar in September 

  September 4 - 
 
 September 11 - In honor Charlie Peebles’ Birthday 
 
  September 18 -  
 
   September 25 -  

Anniversaries in September 

 David & Amber Doumar 09/01  4 years 

 Philip & Susan Bridges 09/07  54 years 

 Carl & Mary Engel  09/12  59 years 

 Andrew & Sandra Thies 09/17  27 years 

 Rick & Joanne Hilst  09/26  41 years 
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Kids’ Page 

 

 

 

Reflections September, 2022 

 

Memorial Day  
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He set the earth on its 
foundations, so that it should 

never be moved. 
 

You covered it with the deep as 
with a garment; the waters 
stood above the mountains. 
At your rebuke they fled; 

    at the sound of your thunder 
they took to flight. 

 
 The mountains rose, the 

valleys sank down to the place 
that you appointed for them. 

 
You set a boundary that they 
may not pass, so that they  
might not again cover the 

earth.  
Psalm 104:5-9 

 
 

You cause the grass to grow 
for the livestock and plants for 
man to cultivate, that he may 

bring forth food from the 
earth  and wine to gladden the 

heart of man, 
oil to make his face shine 
    and bread to strengthen 

man's heart.  
Psalm 104:14-15 

 
 

He made the moon to mark 
the seasons; the sun knows its 

time for setting. 
You make darkness, and it is 
night, when all the beasts of 

the forest creep about. 
The young lions roar for their 
prey, seeking their food from 

God. 
 

When the sun rises, they steal 
away and lie down in 

their dens. 
Man goes out to his work 

    and to his labor until the 
evening.  

Psalm 104:19-23 

Bless the Lord, O My Soul 

Reflections Judy Burhans 

It seems like 

God had a plan 

since before 

time began. 

Genesis talks 

extensively 

about Creation 

and the order in 

which it was 

created - from nothing to everything - including the men and women who 

played a part in His plan - and we who are still are playing a part in His plan. 

 

Notice the specific rules He made for the earth: (1) Earth’s foundation should 

never be moved; (2) the waters that were hanging over the mountains 

dropped down to their place when He rebuked them; (3) the mountains arose; 

(4) the valleys sank down; (5) and the boundaries were set beyond which 

none would pass and they (waters) would not cover the earth again. 

 

Notice His thoughts for mankind: (1) Livestock has grass to eat; (2) Man has 

plants to plant in order to eat from what he has sowed; (3) there is wine for 

man’s pleasure (to be used in moderation); and (4) oil for cleansing and 

restoring the face (Wine and oil were signs of luxury and leisure, both gifts 

of God). 

 

The timing of everything was also taken into account: (1) The waxing and 

waning of the moon to mark the seasons, causing the earth to follow a path 

of rest and renewal; (2) the sun, moon and stars, alternating light and 

darkness on a daily basis to give rest to mankind (night) and to allow the 

beasts of the forest to do their hunting for survival, and, (3) with the sunrise, 

mankind the opportunity to work and the animals rest. 
 

Does God’s plan allow anyone or anything to take over control of His 

creation? Who can cause the sun to stay in the sky longer than its time? Who 

can stop time in its tracks or turn back time to a different era? Who controls 

the climate universally? Who on earth could have done such works? 
 

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;  

may the Lord rejoice in his works, 

who looks on the earth and it trembles,  

who touches the mountains and they smoke! 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I 

have being. May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord. 

Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 



 

www.ascensionhsv.org    9 

 

 

 

Reflections Bobbie Scroggins 

Jesus makes a distinction  between 
two kinds of pruning: (1) separating; 
and (2) cutting back branches. 
Fruitful branches are cut back to 
promote growth. In other words, God 
must sometimes discipline us to 
strengthen our character and faith.  
Branches that don’t bear fruit are cut 
off at the trunk because not only are 
they worthless, they often infect the 
rest of the tree. People who won’t 
bear fruit for God or who try to block 
the efforts of God’s followers will be 
cut off from His life-giving power.  
 

 
But Job loses everything. He takes 
time to voice his complaints to God 
He is frustrated, angry and sad. Yet, 
at the very core of his soul, he knows 
and proclaims the message Isaiah 
gives to us today. God will lead him. 
God has promised a Redeemer to 
save him. Jesus is that Savior. He 
lives eternally in heaven, waiting for 
us to come home.   

“This is what the Lord says— 
    your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

‘I am the Lord your God, 
    who teaches you what is best for you, 

    who directs you in the way you should go.’” 
Isaiah 48:17 

 
Like a loving parent, God teaches and directs us. We should listen to 
Him  because peace and righteousness come to us as we obey His Word. 
Refusing to pay attention to God’s commands invites punishment and 
threatens that peace and righteousness. 
  
 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 
 
The Book of Job is not very 
uplifting. However, even for those 
who have never  read the Bible, Job 
is a character who is familiar. Many 
people do not know, though, that Job 
holds onto Isaiah’s message tightly, 
despite the many trials he faces. He 
proudly proclaims that he knows that 
his Redeemer lives.  Life cannot get 
any darker than Job’s. Losing family, 
house, health and security can be 
devastating, even if we lost just one 
of these.  
 
 The Vine and the Branches    John 15:1-6 

 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to 
you. Remain in me, as I also remain in 

you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are 

like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned.” 
 

 

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”        
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Remaining in Christ means: (1) 
believing that He is God’s Son; 
(2) receiving Him as Savior 
and Lord; (3) doing what God 
says; (4) continuing to believe 
the Gospel; and (5) relating in 
love to the community of 
believers, Christ’s body.  
 
Many people try to be good, 
honest people who do what is 
right. But Jesus says the only 
way to live a truly good life is 
to stay close to Him, like a 
branch attached to the vine. 
Apart from Christ, our efforts 
are unfruitful.  
 
Are you receiving the 
nourishment and life offered in 
Christ, the Vine? If not, you 
are missing a special gift He 
has for you. 
 
“Lord, who may dwell in Your 

sacred tent? Who may live on 

Your holy mountain?  

The one whose walk is 

blameless, who does what is 

righteous, who speaks the truth 

from their heart; whose tongue 

utters no slander, who does no 

wrong to a neighbor, and casts 

no slur on others; who despises 

a vile person but honors those 

who fear the Lord; who keeps 

an oath even when it hurts, and 

does not change their mind; 

who lends money to the poor 

without interest; who does not 

accept a bribe against the 

innocent.  

Whoever does these things will 
never be shaken.” 

Psalm 15 
 

Reflections September, 2022 

 
We can learn from Job; we can be confident, too. Because we have the 
assurance given to us in the Bible and because we have faith instilled in us 
by the Holy Spirit, we know that our Redeemer lives. 
 
Thank You, Jesus, for being our Redeemer. Help us to left Your light shine 
through our life, today. Amen.  
 
 

 
 

“I know that my redeemer lives, 
    and that in the end he will stand on the earth. 

 And after my skin has been destroyed, 
    yet in my flesh I will see God; 

I myself will see him 
    with my own eyes—I, and not another.” 

 
Job  19:25-27a 
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Fellowship Update 

Reflections September, 2022 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bobbie Scroggins (host) group continues to study the 
book of Philippians.  The first meeting will be Friday, 
September 9 at 6:00 PM and the 2nd Friday of each 
month thereafter.  Bobbie's home is at 228 Lee Bowden 
Dr, Huntsville, AL 35806. 
 
Michele Corser (host) group continues to study Bryan 
Wolfmueller’s book, “Has American Christianity 
Failed?”  The first meeting will be Sunday, September 
18, at 6:00 PM and every other Sunday 
thereafter.  Michele’s home is at 140 Matt Phillips Rd, 
Huntsville, AL 35806. 
 
Engel/Pate group continues to have devotions/prayer at 
Logan’s Roadhouse on Balmoral Drive for lunch.  The 
first meeting will be Thursday, September 8 at 11:00 
AM and every other Thursday thereafter. 
 
The Gehring’s Family Group is studying “Discipleship in 
Families,” and something will be planned for the 
children.  The first meeting will be Sunday, September 
11 at 6:00 PM at Ascension and the 2nd Sunday of each 
month thereafter. 
 
NEW GROUP: A Singles’ Group! This group will be led 
by Karla Pfeiffer, who is stationed at Redstone Arsenal. 
The first meeting will be on September 10 at 5:00 PM 
at Ascension. It’s going to be a planning meeting, so if 
you’re interested, please come and share your ideas! 

For healing and a faith that You will never 

leave or forsake us: 

Guy Patterson   

Steve & Connie Dean     

Barry Willetts     

Linn Maas 

Kent Parker  

Nancy Lawson      

Alan Paggi       

Dan Jones      

Jerry Heape       

Carol McGuire    

Chloe Hunt   

Jim Sims  

Pastor Emeritus Bernard Ansorge    

Jean Shaver 

 

For a Called Pastor to come to Ascension 

to serve. 

 

Those pastors serving until then. . . 

 Rev. Doug DeWitt, Pastor Emeritus 

 Rev. James Garnett, Pastor Emeritus 

 Rev. Gary Nagy, Pastor Emeritus 

 Rev. Bill Wagner, Pastor Emeritus 

  

For Your will to be done. Amen. 
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Reflections September, 2022 

Church Office     (256) 536-9987 

Child Development Center   (256) 536-5245 

Carla Jo Peebles   (918) 706-1791 


