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Coming in August 

Food for the Poor 

On August 7, Gerald Kovac will 
be at Ascension to share his 
message from the text (in part) of 
Matthew 25: 38-40 “When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or 
in prison and go to visit you?’ 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.’” 

There will be special offering 

envelopes included in Sunday’s 
bulletin for those who would like 
to support this mission. Make out 
your checks to “Food for the 
Poor” and hand the envelopes to 
Pastor Kovac after the service. 

In addition to speaking of his 
mission as a representative of 
Food for the Poor, Pastor Kovac 
is also an LCMS pastor and he 
will lead us in Sunday morning 
worship services, to include 
distribution of Communion. 

What’s INSIDE 

 

Worship Services 
 
8:00 & 10:45 AM - Sunday 
Morning Services 
9:30 AM - Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
9:45 AM - Regency 
 
Monday Evening 
6:00 PM - Worship Service 
 
 
At this point, we have Elders 
leading worship services. God 
willing, we will be having 
some retired ministers coming 
to Ascension beginning August 
14 to preach and distribute 
communion, but the schedule 
and commitment have yet to be 
determined. Pastor Bussman of 
Cullman is spearheading this 
attempt, so keep him and his 
efforts in your prayers. We will 
send out updates as they occur. 

Rally Day 

Sunday, August 14, will include 
Rally Day for our Sunday School 
students. Classes for the children 
and youth will include ages 3 
through high school. Teachers 
who have volunteered of their 
time to teach these children 
include: 

 
Nursery Class - John & 
Jennifer Hartwig 
Elementary - Nadine Hartwig 
Confirmation - Carla Jo 
Peebles & Stephanie Lee 
High School - Cameron Lee 
    

CDC Classes Begin 

  
It doesn’t seem possible, but Summer 
Camp is over for the year, and the 
new classes of students and day care 
will begin on Monday, August 1.  



 

Ascension Lutheran Church | 3801 Oakwood Avenue NW | Huntsville, AL 35810       (256) 536-9987    www.ascensionhsv.org       2 

 
The theme we have adopted 
this year at the CDC is 
“Making Disciples for Life.” It 
is inspired by Matthew 28:18-
20  
 
“And Jesus came and said to 
them, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end 
of the age.’”  
 
It is the same theme the 
National Lutheran School week 
is centered upon. 
 
In our schools, we make 
ourselves known as followers 
of Jesus by following His 
example. It’s the message that 
is taught and lived daily in 
Lutheran school classrooms 
across the nation and abroad. 
We share the Good News of 
Jesus so that all who believe in 
Him will have eternal life.  
 
Lutheran schools make an 
eternal difference, 
emphasizing that every aspect 
of life focuses on learning 
and living as disciples of 
Jesus. In classrooms, chapel 
and the myriad of activities 

that students and their families experience, Lutheran school disciples 
follow Jesus. From school to home and in their communities, students 
are equipped to “make disciples of all nations.” 
 
We rejoice that through His Word, He continues to dwell in His 
disciples. As disciples, we live in His victory and share the Good News 
with one another and the world. May the work of our Lutheran school 
disciples be a blessing to all. 
 
 
 
By the time you get this month’s Reflections, the school year will be 
already going. We were closed on Thursday and Friday, July 28 and 
29, for in-service training and staff development. Most of the staff is 
returning. Jennifer Hartwig has moved to substitute status because of 
the decision to homeschool her children.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Sunday school kick-
off is August 14. We plan 
to use the CPH curriculum 
“Enduring Faith” that will 
have all classes on the 
same schedule of 
materials. Sue Ellen Smith 
and Sharon Damron are 
stepping down from 
teaching the nursery class. 
Jennifer and John Hartwig 
are filling that position. 
Nadine Hartwig will teach 
early elementary. 
Stephanie Lee and Carla 
Jo Peebles will teach 
grades 6-8. Cameron Lee 
will teach High School.  

 
 
The Adult Bible Study class is 
studying the Book of John and it is 
being taught by Ken 
Aschenbrenner. This class meets in 
the Fellowship Hall every Sunday 
morning at 9:30 AM. Please join 
us! 
 

From the DCM          Carla Jo Peebles 

REFLECTIONS  
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With Pastor Emeritus Bernie 
recovering from illness and 
various health issues, the elders 
have covered the services 
during the month of July. This 
will change starting in August.  
 
The time has come for 
Ascension to start utilizing the 
LCMS Pulpit Supply, a set of 
retired pastors who help 
congregations, like ours, that 
find themselves without a 
pastor while going through the 
process of calling a new pastor. 
Therefore, during the month of 
August and probably beyond, 
we will be having guest pastors 
doing some, if not most, of the 
services. The details of who, 
and what services, handled by 
the guest pastors is being 
worked on right now. 
 
In the meantime, any services 
not covered by a guest pastor 
will be handled by the elders. 
 
According to President Eric 
Johnson, there are currently no 
intentional interim pastors 
available and there may not be 
any available for some time. 
Therefore, even though we 
have officially requested an 
interim pastor, there may not 
be such an individual available 
for several months. 
 
Meanwhile, the Call 

Committee will continue the 
process of coming up with 
another list of names for the 
congregation to consider 

calling. If we call another 
pastor and he accepts our call, 
we will obviously then not 

need the services of an interim 
pastor. 

 

 What You Are Missing 

 
“Let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold 
fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:22-25) 
 
Without doing a recap of the last two plus 
years, the bottom line is that attendance at our (Ascension’s) services 
dropped dramatically at the start of the pandemic and has never fully 
rebounded. Although some of the drop is due to members moving, this 
does not account for most of the attendance drop. 
 
Since the Board of Elders are responsible for the spiritual welfare of the 
congregation, members leaving and not returning is a concern to us. 
We worry about each congregant that has not returned. We don’t want 
to see any of our members not receive the spiritual nutrition needed to 
maintain a healthy spiritual relationship with God. 
 
If you are one of those members who has not returned, we encourage 
you to do so. By not attending, you are missing out on at least four 
things that are essential for maintaining a strong faith: confession/
absolution, worship, Holy Communion, and fellowship with other 
believers. 
 
While listening to sermons on television, or even participating in our 
worship service via Zoom, is better than nothing, doing either of these 
things does not give the four things previously listed. There is no good 
replacement for in-person attendance at the worship services. 
 
Confessing that we are poor, miserable sinners utterly and completely 
dependent on God’s mercy reminds us of our lowly state and our need 

for the forgiveness and 
righteousness that can only come 
from our Lord and Savior. 
Admitting that we deserve 
punishment in this lifetime and 
eternal damnation in the next allows 
us to resist that flawed human 
thinking that believes that we are 
good and, therefore, that God would 
surely not punish us. 
 

From the ELDER          Rick Hilst 

REFLECTIONS  
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Perhaps even more important 
than confessing our sins is 
hearing that God has forgiven 
us. Being reminded of this 
incredible gift of absolution 
that came at a tremendous 
price, the death of the Son of 
God on the cross, and hearing 
that through faith our sins are 
forgiven is tremendous news, 
even if we have heard it 
many, many times before. 
Watching a service online or 
just listening to a sermon is 
primarily a passive activity. 

Although you may be 
listening intently to every 
word proceeding from the 
speaker’s mouth, this is not 
the same as actively 
participating in a worship 
service. In person worship is 
more interactive. While 
worship is primarily God 
serving us, we express our 
thankfulness and praise by 
what we say and sing during 
the service. 

 
Holy Communion is the highlight of the worship service. Eating Christ’s 
body and drinking Christ’s blood with the other members of the 
congregation, indeed with all the Heavenly host, is an experience that 
can’t be emulated. Consuming the body and blood of Jesus Christ, along 
with receiving the forgiveness of sins that comes through Holy 
Communion, is exactly what we need to deal with all the temptations 
that the world throws our way. Being reminded that Holy Communion is 
a foretaste of the wedding feast that awaits us in the next life only makes 
it that much more special. 
 
Fellowship with other believers is also very important. God made us to 
be sociable creatures; we need the interaction with other members to 
fulfill this need. Our fellowship with other believers can result in the 
kind of encouragement we need to handle all the negativity that comes 
our way during the week. 
 
Since Ken Aschenbrenner is now teaching the adult Sunday School 
class, perhaps quality Christian education should be added as a fifth 
item to the previous list. Ken is an excellent teacher and, while there 
are other good teachers available online, there is something different 
about getting that education live. 
 
If you are one of those who have stayed away during the pandemic, let 
me reassure you that, should you return, the reception you will receive 
will be more like that of the father in the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
than the brother. We will welcome you with open arms and rejoice that 
you have come back to worship with us. 
 
There is no replacement for in-person worship. Please don’t let your 
relationship with Christ suffer by not attending.  
 

 

 
 

 

     

From the ELDER  (Continued)       Rick Hilst 

REFLECTIONS  



 

Ascension Lutheran Church | 3801 Oakwood Avenue NW | Huntsville, AL 35810       (256) 536-9987    www.ascensionhsv.org       5 

Lord God, Almighty, Creator 
and Sustainer of all things, on 
the fourth day of creation, You 
made the sun, moon and stars 
to indicate days, years and 
seasons. Thank You for this 
new day of grace. Help us to 
find joy in the large and small 
things You place around us 
today. Guide us to be a shining 
light of Your love to the people 
we interact with during all 
activities. Use us as your 
instrument to help those in 
need, to comfort those in 
sorrow, and help those in need; 
to comfort those in sorrow and 
encourage those in distress. If 
it is Your will, protect us from 
harm and grant us good health. 
We ask all these things in the 
name of our Savior. Amen.  

 
Incomprehensible: 
a. impossible to 
understand; b. 
illimitable, 
boundless; c. 
incapable of being 
comprehended or 
understood. 
 

There is much more to know 
about space than we already 
know. The vastness and 
complexity of the universe are 
incomprehensible. 
 
The simple statement that God 
created the heavens and the 
earth is one of those most 
challenging concepts 
confronting the modern mind.  
 
The vast galaxy we live in is 
spinning at the incredible speed 
of 400,000 miles an hour.  But 
even at this breakneck speed, 
our galaxy still needs 200 
million years to make one 
rotation. And there are over 

one billion other galaxies just like ours in the universe. 
 
God did not need to create the universe; He chose to create it. Why? God is 
love and love is best expressed toward something or someone else – so God 
created the world and people as an expression of His love.  
 
When we consider that our Triune God created it all, we marvel at the 
wonder and majesty of God. (That is truly incomprehensible!) Our frail 
humanity cannot begin to understand the Trinity, but God does reveal in His 
Word how we fit into His plan. 
 
“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  But he was a prophet and 
knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 
descendants on his throne.  Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 
dead, nor did his body see decay.  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we 
are all witnesses of it.  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received 
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now 
see and hear.” Acts 2:29-33 
 

! 
 

Stewardship          Bobbie Scroggins 
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Psalm 8 
 

Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 

Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against 

your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger. 

When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 
   which you have set in place, 

what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 

You have made them a little lower than the 
angels 

    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
You made them rulers over the works of your 

hands; 
    you put everything under their feet: 

all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 

the birds in the sky, 
    and the fish in the sea, 

    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
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Psalm 8:3-5: When we look 
at the vast expanse of 
creation, we wonder how God 
could be concerned for 
people who constantly 
disappoint Him. Yet God 
created us only a little lower 
than Himself and angels! The 
next time we question our 
worth as a person, remember 
that God considers us highly 
valuable. We have great 
worth because we bear the 
stamp of the Creator. 
 
When sin corrupted His good 
creation, God the Father, out 
of His mercy, restored 
creation through the person of 
His Son, Jesus, our Savior; 
Jesus, who existed with the 
Father from eternity, became 
fully man to redeem us from 
sin, death and the devil’s 
power over us. He did this by 
living the perfect life and 
dying on the cross to wash 
away all our sins. His 
resurrection from the dead 
confirmed our place in God’s 
salvation plan. The Holy 
Spirit is imparted to those 
who hear the Word of God 
and are baptized. He works 
faith in our heart, strengthens 
us and is our Comforter.  
 
He “has poured out what we 
now hear and see” could be 
paraphrased, “gave Jesus the 
authority to send the Holy 
Spirit, with the results we are 
seeing and hearing today.” 
 
Incomprehensible, yes! But 
believable by the grace of God. 

 
 

 

     
 
 

     

Stewardship  (Continued)       Bobbie Scroggins 
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Harvey Fischer  08/01 
Susann Gehring   08/01 
Helga Akins   08/02 
Marcia Pate   08/02 
James Lee Kenny  08/04 
Marsha Carden  08/06 
Nancy Lawson  08/06 
Micah Glenn   08/08 
Sandra Thies   08/09 
DeShawn Artis  08/11 
Sarah Burhans   08/11 
John Levenhagen  08/11 
Sheila Levenhagen  08/12 
Rhonda Abello  08/13 
 

 

 August Missional Outreach 
 
Our group of missionaries goes to two places in 
Huntsville every month to spread the Good 
News. 
 
Regency is visited every Sunday morning at 9:45 
AM and on 8/4 and 8/18 at 12:45 PM.  
HHR will be blessed with worship services on 
8/10 and 8/24 at 10:15 AM. 

 
 

REFLECTIONS  

Emily Cowart   08/14 
Darion Gehring  08/14 
Vesta Watts   08/14 
Philip Ansorge  08/16 
Alan King   08/16 
Nadine Hartwig  08/17 
Daniel Reyer   08/17 
Izzy Bowers   08/18 
Andrew Burhans  08/21 
Teri Juron   08/23 
Aurin Lee   08/23 
Elaine Jeziorski  08/25 
Harold Lawson  08/26 
Joanne Hilst   08/27 
Jared Hall   08/27 

Alphonso & Gwen Beckles  08-5  (50) 

Dan & Susann Gehring  08/05 (22) 

Ron and Kirsten Salem  08/07 (29) 

Noah & Hannah Heintz  08/10 (3) 

James & Joanne Hildreth  08/19 (44) 

Glen & Donna Huling   08/22 (58) 

Agenda for Missional Outreach Services 
 
Welcome & Prayer 
 
Song 1 
Song 2 
 Old Testament Reading 
Song 3 
Song 4 
 New Testament Reading 
Song 5 
Song 6 
 Gospel Reading 
Song 7 
 Message 
Song 8 
Song 9  
 
Time to share with the residents is available 
before and after each worship service. 
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     There Weren’t Even Ten 
“Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their 

sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have done 
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me.  

And if not, I will know.” 
Genesis 18:20-21 

 
I got caught up in a Baptist forum 
that was talking about the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
comments ranged from “these were 
legendary places that didn’t even 
exist” to “their sin was not 
homosexuality, but being unkind to 
visitors.” 

 
According to the verses above, the cities 
existed and their sin was “very grave.” God 
knew what the problem was – and yet, He 
came to the place where Abraham was 
resting in his tent – “and the Lord appeared 
to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
door of his tent in the heat of the day. He 
lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three 
men were standing in front of him.” (18:1-2) 
The Lord’s discussion with Abraham, that 
day, consisted not only of the future fate of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, but also of His plan 
for Sarah to conceive and have a baby 
within a year. 

 
 
We who believe that the Words in the Bible are true 
and not legends know that Sarah laughed, God 
called her out on that, and had mercy on her 
disbelief. Mission accomplished. 
 
 
 

 
On to the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham, knowing he was 
speaking to his God, challenged God for thinking He was going to 
destroy those cities if there were 50 righteous living there. “Far be it 
from You to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the 
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! For be that from 
you!” (Genesis 18:25)  
 
It seems Abraham was calling God out on His plan because. . . .? 
Perhaps because Lot and his family lived in that place, and because 
Abraham had an inkling that the entire population was corrupt. 
However, if the population of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
totaled approximately 300,000 people (there were five cities associated 

Devotion     Judy Burhans 

REFLECTIONS  

with Sodom, alone), 50 doesn’t seem 
like a very high number; one could 
just about expect there to be at least 
that many “righteous” living there.  

 
But then, Abraham started back 
pedaling. “Behold, I have undertaken 
to speak to the Lord, I who am but 
dust and ashes. . .” He’s not quite so 
adamant about saving the cities for 50 
possible righteous people. Suppose 
five of the 50 are lacking?” And we 
know that Abraham continued to 
reduce the amount of possible 
righteous living there, which shows 
Abraham knew that if Lot’s family 
were the only people who could 
possibly have been righteous, and he 
must not have been sure about his 
future sons-in-law, that would have 
only been four people who could be 
accountable to keep the cities from 
destruction.  
 
He got down to 10 people: “Oh, let 
not the Lord be angry and I will 
speak again but this once. Suppose 
ten are found there.” And God 
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answered him, not with sarcasm or anger, but with love and patience, 
as He had answered all the requests from 50 on down, “For the sake of 
the 10, I will not destroy it.”  
 
If you look at Huntsville, with a population of about 300,000+, 
standing on the hill outside of the city limits and seeing as far as you 
can see from the north to the south and the east to the west, how many 
people would you have to request there be who are righteous so that 
God would not destroy us? 
 
“And the Lord went His way, when He had finished speaking to 
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.” (Genesis 18:33) 
 
When all was said and done, was God’s heart broken that not even 10 
could be found who loved Him and served Him? When “believers” on 
a forum deny that God’s Word isn’t all true and we can parse it to fit 
our needs, maybe it’s time for us to ask God to spare our city so that we 
can practice being lights where we live before it’s too late. 
     

Devotion  (Continued)        Judy Burhans 
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