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Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 10, 2022 

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 

 
Palm Sunday - April 10 - 8:00 & 10:45 AM 

Maundy Thursday - April 14 - 7:30 PM 
Good Friday - April 15 - 7:30 PM 
Easter Vigil - April 16 - 7:30 PM 

 
Easter Morning - April 17 
Sunrise Service 6:00 AM 

Regular Services - 8:00 & 10:45 AM 
 

Monday Evenings - 6:00 PM 
 

Communion Offered 

 
April 3 
April 4 
April 14 
April 17 
April 18 

Holy Week and Easter 
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CDC – Things are going smoothly. We are continuing to wear masks and 
restrict visitors into the center. We will reevaluate this policy at the end of the 
school year, in May. 

We are developing the summer program at this time. Priscilla Whitman, the 
prekindergarten lead teacher, is going to spearhead the program this year. We 
are hoping to be able to go on more field trips this year than were able to the 
past couple years.  

 

This year’s Easter Egg hunt is scheduled for Palm Sunday, April 10. It 
will be held immediately following the second service.  We are asking for 
donations of individually wrapped candy that will fit in plastic eggs. Please 
no chocolate that would melt, or nuts. Place the donations on the table in front 
of my office please.  

 

 

Confirmation has tentatively been set for May 8, Mother’s Day. We have 
two confirmands this year: Isaiah Gehring and Isaac Lee.  

 

The dates for Vacation Bible School are June 26 – 30. It will be held in the 
evenings from 6:00 to 8:00. The theme for this year is CPH “The Tree of Life: 
Christ is our Root.” It focuses on God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
We need volunteers for Bible time, crafts, music, refreshments, and recreation. 
Please let Carla Jo, or one of the Board of Education know if you can help. We 
are in need of volunteers for teaching, activities, crafts, music and snacks.  

 

 

REFLECTIONS The people who walked  in 
darkness have seen a great 

light. Isaiah 9:2 

Present Suffering…. 
Future Glory, In Christ 

 

Romans 8:18–25  “I 
consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. For the 
creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children 
of God to be revealed. For 
the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the 
one who subjected it, in 
hope  that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and 
glory of the children of God. 

 

We know that the whole 
creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the 
present time. Not only so, but 
we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for our adoption 
to sonship, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in this hope 
we were saved. But hope that 
is seen is no hope at all. Who 
hopes for what they already 
have? But if we hope for what 
we do not yet have, we wait 
for it patiently.” 

 

What do you believe your 
future holds? No matter 
what you may or may not 
expect, you can be assured 
that in Christ you have been 
given a new future! We have 
seen how Christ gives us a 
new way to live, a new 
message to share, and a new 

From the DCM     Carla Jo Brakhage 

I am looking for someone who would be interested in helping/maintain 
the CHILDREN’S GARDEN in the playground. Last year we grew 
cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, and sunflowers. The kids really enjoy 
planting, watching the garden grow, and harvesting – sometimes a little 
before the vegetables are ready to be picked.  

about:blank
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identity. Now, we will learn about our new future. In today’s text, Paul 
acknowledged the sufferings of the Christians under the Roman rule of 
Emperor Nero. Tensions were rising, and persecution was imminent. Paul 
includes himself in verse 18 when he talks about “our present sufferings. 

Regardless of the trials and hardships, they were experiencing, Paul directed 
them to a future in Christ. He reminded them that at the Second Coming of 
Christ, believers will see the fullness of God’s glory. Verses 19–21 is Paul’s 
commentary on Genesis 3. As Jesus returns, the curse will be lifted and 
creation will be liberated and free. But this doesn’t diminish the pain and 
suffering 
people 
experience in 
the meantime. 

Not only do 
people “groan” 
for the Second 
Coming of 
Christ, but all 
of creation 
does as well 
(v. 22). The 
tragedies of 
nature and 
natural 
disasters 
remind us that 
our future is 
one when all of 
creation will 
be redeemed. 
Paul compares 
this misery to a 
woman giving 
birth. Immense 
pain will be 
followed by an 
overabundance 
of ecstasy and 
joy. 

 

Perhaps the most challenging part of our new future is the fact that we have to 
wait for it patiently (v. 25). Waiting is never easy. Whether it is for a job 
callback, the end of COVID-19, or the birth of a child, waiting is difficult. But 
as we wait for things on this earth, we are reminded that ultimately, we are 
waiting expectantly for Christ’s return. Waiting isn’t easy, but it’s worth it. 

 

Editorial Note: Carla Jo’s hope is that the wait until her wedding in May is 
soon over! 
 

 

REFLECTIONS  But we had hoped that He 
was the one to redeem 

Israel. Luke 24:21 

 
Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League   

 
Events:  

February 24  
 Served lunch at Rose 

of Sharon Soup 
Kitchen.  

March 31  
 Serving lunch again 

at Rose of Sharon 
Soup Kitchen.  

April 22-23  
 LWML Gulf States 

District Convention 
to be held in 
Huntsville, hosted by 
the Mountain Lake 
Zone. The program 
will take place at 
Grace Lutheran on 
Friday evening and 
the Holiday Inn at 
Mid City on 
Saturday. There will 
be an ingathering at 
the convention to 
benefit Ascension 
Lutheran Preschool 
& CDC and Grace 
Lutheran CDC.  

 
All women at Ascension are 
invited to attend the 
convention. If interested, 
registration forms are 
available in the church 
office or see Marsha 
Carden. We continue to 
collect empty, clean pill 
bottles that are taken to the 
Huntsville Community Free 
Clinic. Donations are very 
much appreciated.  
 
Come join us at our next 
meeting on April 9 at 10:00 
AM. 

From the DCM (continued) 
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DOWNS & UPS 
 

Ever had one of those days when it seems that every little 
thing goes wrong? A tummy ache. A breakfast spill on 
the school clothes. A car that won’t start. An important 
conference call interrupted when the power goes out in 
the whole building. An overflowing washing machine. 
“Those” days are stressful. 

We often wish we could escape troubles - the pain of 
grief, loss, sorrow and failures, or even the small daily 
frustrations that constantly wear us down. God promises 
to be close to the broken hearted, to be our source of 
power, courage and wisdom, helping us through our 
problems. When trouble strikes, don’t get frustrated with 
God. Admit that you need God’s help and thank Him for 
being by your side.  

 
 
“For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and 
iniquity.” Isaiah 61:8 
 

We suffer for many reasons - our own mistakes, someone 
else’s mistakes, injustice. When we suffer for our own 
mistakes, we get what we deserve. When we suffer 
because of others or because of injustice, God is angry. 
God, in His mercy, says that His people have suffered 
enough. God will reward those who suffer because of 
injustice. He will settle all accounts. 

 
Our Lord is familiar with stress. During 
His earthly ministry, Jesus saw 
thousands of hungry people. He saw 
people who were lame and blind, demon
-possessed and grieving. Jesus had 
compassion on them and He fed them, 
healed them, cast out demons and 
restored them to life. Yes, Jesus knew 
stress. He was betrayed, falsely accused, 
unfairly tried, condemned, beaten and 
crucified. 
 
“I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul 
rejoices in my God. For he has clothed 

me with garments of salvation and 
arrayed me in a robe of his 

righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns 
his head like a priest, and as a 

bride adorns herself with her jewels.” 
Isaiah 61:10. 

 

REFLECTIONS  But for you who fear my 
name, the sun of 

righteousness shall rise 
with healing in its wings. 

Malachi 4:2 

 

Stewardship     Bobbie Scroggins 
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God promises great blessings to His people, but many of these 
blessings require active participation (He will deliver us from 
fear). “I sought the Lord and He answered me; He delivered me 
from all my fears.” Psalm 34:4. (He will save us out of our 
troubles) “This poor man called and the Lord heard him, He 
saved him out of all his troubles.” Psalm 34:6. (He will guard and 
deliver us) “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who 
fear Him; and He delivers them.” Psalm 34:7. (He shows us 
goodness) “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the 
man who takes refuge in Him.” Psalm 34:8. (He supplies our 
needs) “Fear the Lord, you His saints, for those who fear Him 
lack nothing.” Psalm 34:9. (He listens when we talk to Him) “The 
eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to 
their cry,” (He redeems us) “The Lord redeems His servants; no 
one will be condemned who takes refuge in Him.” Psalm 34:22 

 

We must do our part. We can appropriate His blessings when we 
seek Him. “The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who 
seek the Lord lack no good thing.” Psalm 34:10. (We must cry out 
to Him) “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; He 
delivers them from all their troubles.” Psalm 34:7. (We must trust 
Him, also from Psalm 34:8) (We must refrain from lying) “Keep 
your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.” Psalm 
34:13. (We must turn from evil) “Turn from evil and do good; 
seek peace and pursue it.” Psalm 34:14. (We must be humble) 

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 
and saves those who are crushed in 
spirit.” Psalm 34:18. (We must serve 
Him) “The Lord redeems His servants; no 
one will be condemned who takes refuge in 
Him.”  

 

REFLECTIONS  Watch and pray that you 
may not enter into 

temptation.  Matthew 26:41 

 

Stewardship (continued) 

From time to time, Jesus took time out to recharge and rest, and by doing 
so, He taught us how to deal with stress: pray. Not only to pray, but to lift 
up before our Heavenly Father everything from the mundane to the trials of 
everyday life. Our Savior also gives us His Holy Supper to strengthen our 
faith, to give us the assurance of where He can be found and to forgive us 
our sins. Jesus gives us more than relief from stress; He gives us 
forgiveness, peace and eternal life. 

Dear Lord Jesus, lift us up to handle the challenges we face daily. Amen.  

Happy Easter! He is risen, He is risen, indeed! 
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REFLECTIONS  For from the rising of 
the sun to its setting my 

name will be great among 
the nations Malachi 1:11 

 

Kids’ Corner 
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 I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

 
“For I know that my Redeemer lives,  

and that at the last he will  
stand upon the earth; and after my skin  

has been thus destroyed,  
then in my flesh I shall see God,  

whom I shall see on my side,  
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  

My heart faints within me!” 
 Job 19:25-27 

 
In the last few years, the world, and this country, have 
gone absolutely nuts, bonkers, crazy. Absolute truth no 
longer matters. What matters is my truth, what I feel to 
be true based on my experiences, my biases, my 
worldview. You and I can disagree completely and yet 
both be supporting our “truth.”  

Along with truth, right and wrong, and good and evil 
have also become self-defined and relative. This 
insanity, which is being encouraged throughout our 
society, is resulting in chaos, in division, in moral 
degradation. Behaviors that not long ago were frowned 
upon are now being celebrated and anyone disagreeing 
with those behaviors is characterized as a bigot, racist, 
homophobe, transphobe, whatever. “Absolute” anything 
has become a target for those who disagree, and the 
vocal minority will readily defend anyone who feels 
threatened by another person’s beliefs. 
 
At the same time, advances in technology have put 
information, and I use that term loosely, at our 
fingertips. While much of this information is useful, 
much of it is also evil (e.g., pornography), slanted (based 
on the writer’s ideology), or just outright wrong. This 
hodgepodge contributes to our current chaos, as any 
belief system, however nutty, is supported by tons of 

 

REFLECTIONS And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 

us. John 1:14 

Elder’s Notes      Rick Hilst 

online “data.” 
 
In this environment Christianity, because of its 
absolutism, is both being compromised and 
attacked. Many church leaders, for a host of 
reasons, have compromised Biblical teaching and 
let culture influence their teaching to the point 
that false teachers abound. The Law, the fact that 
we are all poor, miserable sinners deserving of 
eternal damnation, and the corresponding need 
for repentance, have been lost in many flavors of 
Christianity. The Gospel, even where it is 
properly preached, and many places it, too, has 
been compromised, because of the lack of focus 
on sin, has resulted in many Christians believing 
that there are many paths that lead to salvation. 
Christ’s atoning death on the cross, along with 
our trust in Him as our Lord and Savior, are 
often not taught as necessary to be saved. 
 
Christians who take the teachings of the Bible 
literally are often viciously attacked by those 
who disagree. Expressing a Biblical teaching on 
abortion, homosexuality, evolution, right and 
wrong, good and evil, sin and the need for 
repentance, or any of a number of other topics, 
makes one a target for those who don’t want to 
hear it. Closeminded sinners, convinced that they 
are in the right, are doing everything in their 
power to shut down all opposing viewpoints, 
particularly those of Christians who truly adhere 
to Biblical teaching. 
 
Despite this mess, we are called to be Christ’s 
ambassadors to the world, to share the Good 
News of Salvation with a fallen world. God loves 
all these lost sinners, all these people with 
screwed up worldviews, and desires them to be 
saved. He has chosen to use us, flawed human 
sinners that we are, as His instruments, as His 
royal priests to a world that is not interested in, if 
not strongly opposed to, what we are pushing. 
Now, more than any time in my life, we need to 
be strong and courageous, as the hostility of the 
world towards true Christianity is only 
increasing. 
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Fortunately, God has given us a Spirit of courage, of 
boldness, of strength. We need only trust in Him to guide 
us, to surrender our cowardly flesh to His boundless power, 
to deny our evil nature, to turn away from the temptations 
of the world, and to take up our cross and follow Him. He 
will lead us, He will give us the courage we need, He will 
give us the words we need if only we let Him. 
 
The season of Lent is a time for reflection, for recognizing 
our humble, sinful state, for turning away from our sin and 
towards God with a contrite, repentant heart. Lent is also a 
season when we look forward to the celebration of Easter, 
to Christ’s conquering of death, to an eternity of Heavenly 
bliss made possible by His sacrificial death on the cross. 
Indeed, this combination of humility at our hopeless state, 
along with true repentance, mixed with the joy of knowing 
that Christ has paid the penalty for our sins, should typify 
the Christian life. 
 
The world, including this country, screwed up as they are, 
desperately needs to hear these words, this brutal conviction 

of the Law with its eternal punishment 
and this incredible Gospel with its 
wonderful message of eternal 
salvation. Only through hearing the 
Word of God can the world be saved. 
Only through conversion by the Holy 

Spirit can they find peace with God. Only through faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior can they enjoy eternal 
salvation rather than suffering in eternal damnation. 
 
As the song says, I know that my Redeemer lives! What 
great comfort this sweet sentence gives! He lives, He lives 
who once was dead! He lives and I shall conquer death! He 
lives to save poor, miserable sinners like me! We must 
share this message of hope, this wonderful, incredible, 
fantastic news of Christ’s atoning sacrifice and resurrection, 
this Gospel of salvation with those around us. We are the 
chosen ones God has commissioned to spread this news 
throughout the world, starting with our home, our 
neighborhood, our workplace. We are His people, called by 
Him to be His representatives to the world, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. We have no excuses. 

 
Christ has risen! He has risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

Let’s share this wonderful, incredible, fantastic news with 
others before it’s too late. 

 
 
 

 

 

REFLECTIONS Joseph of Arimathea took 
courage and went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of 

Jesus. Mark 15:43 

 

Elder’s Notes (continued) 
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Birthdays in April 
 

Dhan Abello     04/03 

Lincoln Anzalone (Burhans)  04/05 

Andrew Levenhagen   04/06 

Frederick Hartwig   04/09 

Andrew Thies    04/12 

Preston Heritage    04/12 

Greer Heritage    04/12 

Mark De  Young    04/20 

Katherine Benson    04/20 

Austin Decker    04/21 

Caitlyn Tate     04/23 

Roberta Hirschbuehler   04/28 

Olivia Yates     04/29 

Haddie Gehring    04/30 

 

Anniversaries in April 

 

 Larry & Elaine Jeziorski (68 years)  04/09 

  

 Bob & Nadine Hartwig  (48 years)  04/19 

 

 Bob & Sue Ellen Smith  (20 years)  04/20 

 

 Scott & Crissi Patterson (18 years)  04/24 

 

 

REFLECTIONS  Most of the 
crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road. 

Matthew 21:8a 

 

Birthdays & Anniersaries 

 
 
Missional Outreach 
 

Our mission groups attend two  

different residences in town to 

bring God’s Word to them. 

Their times and places are 

listed below: 

Regency - 4/14/ and 4/28 at 

12:45 PM 

HHR - 4/6 and 4/20 at 10:15 

AM 

Agenda 

Opening and Welcome 

Song 1 

Song 2 

Old Testament 

Song 3 

Song 4 

New Testament 

Song 5 

Song 6 

Gospel 

Song 7 

Message 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR SOMEONE. . . 
 
Call Days for the Seminaries are coming up. Even though we have not applied 
for a vicar for the coming year, our former vicar, Mark De Young, is going to 
be placed with a call. So. . . 
  
 Fort Wayne - Vicarage and Deaconess Internship Assignment Service is on 

April 26 at 6:00 PM CDT 
 Fort Wayne - Candidate Call Service is April 27 at 6:00 PM CDT 
 
   Link: https://callday.ctsfw.edu/ 
 
Call Day for St. Louis Seminary 
 
 St. Louis - Vicar and Internship Deaconess - 3:00 PM on April 26 
 St. Louis - Candidate Call Service - 7:00 PM on April 26 
 

Link: csl.edu/callday 
 
This next link gives you the entire website for everything that you can find 
concerning the calls, including the worship service folders for both the 3:00 
and the 7:00 PM events; the entire list of call candidates and their assignments; 
and usually photos of the seminarian/vicar and his family, if married.  
 
https://www.csl.edu/academics/call-day-services/#:~:text=The%20Seminary%
20recognizes%20and%20celebrates%20calls%20throughout%20the,receive%
20their%20assignments%20for%20vicarages%20and%20deaconess%
20internships. 
 
Fundraiser Events for the National Youth Gathering in Texas in July: 
 
 April 22 at 6:00 PM  Waffle Dinner and Game Night 
 May 6 - all night long Rock-a-thon 
 June ??   To Be Announced 
 
 
 
Our Last Lenten Meal is coming up on April 
6 and it will be hosted by the Fellowship 
Groups.  Members of the group will bring 
dishes to share. Thanks to all who provided 
their time and cooking skills to make sure the 
meals happened! 
 
 
 

Easter Lily Sign-Up 
Check for the sign-up sheet in the Narthex starting this month for donations of 
lilies for the sanctuary for Easter morning. Cost to purchase a lily is $10.00 per 
plant. 

 

REFLECTIONS  A disciple is not above 
his teacher, nor 

a servant above his 
master. Matthew 10:24 

 

This  ‘n That 
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From Beginning to End 
 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 
from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come 
and worship him.”           Matthew 2:7-8 

 
When you read the stories in the Bible about incidents that 
happened in the history of God’s people, do you ever think, “If 
only. . .” If only something different had happened instead of 
this, then that would have changed the course of everything - or 
of that specific event, anyway. For instance, Adam and Eve. We 
all cringe when Eve took that fruit and bit into it because right 
then, a huge “THUNK” is heard in our minds as we picture 
God’s door to His heart and home slamming shut, and we are 
barred from entering there. Thousands of years later, even 
though we weren’t personally in that Garden when this 
happened, we reap the effects. Could we have done better? 
Would we have been stronger to resist Satan’s lure? Well, think 
about this: Do we resist Satan’s lures today? 
 
When the wisemen reached Jerusalem on their way to see where 
the Star was leading them, they weren’t quite to the end of their 
trip, so they stopped to see if the people in the palace could give 
them more specific directions so they could plan for the rest of 
their trip - how much longer did they have to go? Were there any 
short cuts that anyone knew? “If only the magi had continued on 
their way without stopping in Jerusalem, would Herod have been 
the wiser? Would that have saved those babies and toddlers who 
were slaughtered when the wisemen didn’t return through 
Jerusalem on their way back home after they’d found Jesus?”  
 
Herod needed this information so he could himself pinpoint 
Jesus’ location and put the finishing touches on his plot to kill 
Jesus then and there. Notice verse 7 above: Herod summoned the 
wise men secretly. As the Lutheran Study Bible says in its notes: 
Herod. . .hoped they would report back to him. . .that he might 
finalize his plan to kill the infant king.  
 

Moving On 
 
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is 
called the Passover. And the chief priests and the scribes were 
seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the 
people. Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was 
of the number of the twelve. He went away and conferred with 
the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to 
them. And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. So he 
consented and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in the 
absence of a crowd.   Luke 22:1-6 

 

REFLECTIONS It is finished.  
John 19:30 

This is a much more intense setting for 
setting up Jesus. Satan didn’t just entice 
Judas while hanging from a tree and 
talking to him. He entered in Judas and 
did some serious subliminal mind 
control. He used Judas’ penchant for 
handling money as a lure, and Judas fell 
for it. Thirty pieces of silver, the cost of 
a slave, were all it took to hook this man. 
The chief priests and scribes had been 
looking for this opportunity to put Jesus 
to death, and they finally had it all 
together. In secret, in the absence of a 
crowd.  
 
What this says about us as humans is - 
unthinkable. What this says and shows 
about God is staggering. How God, who 
is holy, sinless and who created us, 
could want to redeem us is unheard of. 
And the fact that He sent Jesus, who was 
sought to be killed since He was born, to 
be the price of our redemption is beyond 
human comprehension.  
 
Are we loved? Do we deserve this? God 
says, because of His Son, “Yes!” 
 
“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing My 
recompense with Me, to repay everyone 
for what he has done. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” 

Revelation 22:12-13 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Board of High Hopes                   Judy Burhans             
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REFLECTIONS  And there shall be a unique 
day, which is known to 

the Lord, neither day nor 
night, but at 

evening time there shall be 
light. Zechariah 14:7 

 

APRIL 2022 

Last reminder: Candy still needed for Easter Egg Hunt– not too late! 


