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REFLECTIONS 

A publication of Ascension Lutheran, Huntsville, AL 35810    A Series of Services for  
Lent 

 
“Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God.” 

 Romans 12:1 
 
Lent is a season when we take 
a look at our lives in view of 
God’s mercy toward us in the 
sacrifice of his Son for us on 
the cross. We, in turn, are 
called by God, especially 
during this time of repentance 
and reflection, to be living 
sacrifices for him, displaying 
our devotion to him in word 
and deed.  
 
ASH WEDNESDAY  

Mercy in Ashes   
 •Joel 2:13 • 

As we are marked with ashes 
on this day, a reminder to us of 
our sins, we are reminded, too, 
of the mercy of our God who 
lifts us from our ashes to new 
life in Christ. 
 
WEEK ONE 

Mercy in Temptation  
• 1 Corinthians 10:13 •  

In the midst of temptation, our 
merciful God provides us with 
a way out through his Son, who 
was tempted just as we are, yet 
without sin. 
 (Continued  Page 2, Column 1) 
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WEEK TWO 
Mercy in Suffering  

• 1 Peter 2:23 •  
No life is without suffering, but 
our sufferings are not worth 
comparing to the glory to be 
revealed to us in Jesus by 
God’s great mercy. 
 
WEEK THREE 

Mercy in Betrayal  
• 1 Peter 3:11 •  

Though we may turn away 
from our God again and again, 
our Lord continues to call us 
back into his merciful arms for 
Jesus’ sake. 
 

WEEK FOUR 
Mercy in Relationships  

• Ephesians 4:32 •  
Within the communities God 
has placed us, we are given the 
grace to treat one another as 
Christ has cared for us in his 
love and mercy. 
 
WEEK FIVE  

Mercy in Service  
• Hebrews 6:10 •  

In response to God’s kindness 
to us in Jesus, we serve in 
mercy the needs of those 
around us by Christ’s example.  
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REFLECTIONS In the beginning, God created the 
heaven and the earth. Genesis 1:1 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 
March 2 - 6:30 PM - Ashes and 

Communion 
 
March 9 - Meal 5:30 PM - Elders 
 Service - 6:30 PM 
March 16 - Meal 5:30 PM - LWML 

 Service - 6:30 PM 
March 23 - Meal 5:30 PM 
 Service - 6:30 PM 
March 30 - Meal 5:30 PM 
 Service - 6:30 PM 
April 6 - Meal 5:30 PM 

Fellowship Groups 
 Service - 6:30 PM 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ASCENSION 

March 2, 2022 
6:30 PM 
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Once More into the Breach 
 
Lord, 
 
Here we are again. The same sin, the same wandering away, the same 
Enemy. Truly, as you have said, there is nothing new under the sun. 
Names have changed, technology has progressed, horizons have been 
crossed, peoples born and 
extinguished, ideologies, gods, 
fame, glory, all has come and 
gone, yet it is all the same. Not 
one thing has changed. 
 
Our story is the very same as the 
Israelites of long ago: a people 
saved by your great power and 
grace from the land of Egypt, yet 
they remained stiff-necked 
(Exodus). A people spared of your 
righteous wrath against sin and 
wickedness, as in Egypt and the 
taking of Canaan, yet they 
remained idolatrous (Joshua). A 
people quick to turn away from 
you as wealth and luxury increase, 
but when hard times come, they 
are just as quick to turn back 
pleading for mercy. And as soon 
as you have granted your mercy and relented of your righteous 
judgement, just as quickly they turned back to their evil ways (Judges). 
They were a people who refused to listen to your word and continued in 
their sins. 
 
Lord God, please let your ear be attentive to the confession of your 
servant. For we your adopted children have followed the very same path 
as your chosen people Israel; even I. We have sinned against you if not 
worse than the Israelites of old. Though they lusted after other gods and 
the deceitfulness of their hearts, even after witnessing your redemption 
of them from Egypt and your presence for forty years in the wilderness, 
we who have been redeemed by the precious blood of your Son, and 
know the truth of Him, have likewise refused to be faithful to you. 
 
You know better than I, Lord, how abominably we have smeared your 
holy name. For we who profess to believe in your Son do not even 
bother to read the Scriptures. We neglect keeping the Sabbath and only 
go to church whenever we feel like it, or worse, when it is a “holiday”. 
There has not been one seed of truth or righteousness sown by us, 
despite the abundance of seed you have graciously given us to be 
planted, and yet we have the audacity to wonder at the harvest of 

From the Pew           Cody Moen wickedness that surrounds us. 
We have excused ourselves 
from judging evil and 
violence, just for the sake of 
societal acceptance, and still 
we are confused as to why we 
are widely mocked and your 
name held in disdain. We have 
married ourselves to the world 
in hopes of fitting in when we 

are meant to be kept 
apart. We have 
adopted the world’s 
hatred, suspicion, 
and conceit. We 
listen to the 
Democrats say, 
“They’re 
undermining society! 
They’re threatening 
our way of life! 
They’re out to get 
you!” and believe it. 
We listen to 
Republicans say, 
“They’re 
undermining our 
society! They’re 
threatening our way 
of life! They’re out 

to get you!” and believe it. 
Yet, when it comes to your 
word, O Lord, to pray for and 
love our enemies (Matthew 
5:43-45), we do not believe it. 
 
O Lord, the depth of our sin is 
so dark. We confess loudly 
and boldly our faith in you 
with no evidence in our life 
that it is so. Did you not say of 
the Israelites that they trust in 
deceptive words, steal, 
murder, commit adultery, 
swear falsely, and make 
offerings to other gods, yet 
they go to the temple and say, 
“We are delivered!” only to 
go on with their horrors after 
service (Jeremiah 7:8-11)? Is 
this not us, O Lord? Did you 

REFLECTIONS And God saw every thing  that He had made, 
and behold, it was very good. Genesis 1:31 
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not also tell the Israelites of old to go to Shiloh to see your works against 
such evil (Jeremiah 7:12-15)? 
 
How different are we, Lord, to the Israelites of old? The Baals and 
Asherim they worshiped have not gone away but have only changed 
names. Now we have crystals, enneagrams, sage grass, and a universal 
spirit. Now we have the Law of Attraction, how-to guides, and 
conscientiousness. Is this not merely the image of jealousy? For isn’t it 
true that these abominations are taught in pulpits across America 
(Ezekiel 8:5-6)? Worse than the Israelites, us “Christians” do not hide in 
caves and worship our idols. Worse still, we do not whisper in the dark 
about our belief that you are no longer among us (Ezekiel 8:7-13). And 
Lord how do we weep to the false doctrines of love and social justice 
that are perpetrated in this land (Ezekiel 8:14-15)! God, how wretched it 
is that millions of “Christians” have turned their backs on your cross, 
your righteousness, your resurrection, your mercy, grace, and love and 
instead bow to the Jesus of the world! Bow to the false salvation of their 
own hearts (Ezekiel 8:16-18)! 
 
And what have any of us done to stop this? 
 
Where is the weeping and 
mourning? Where is the sack 
cloth and ashes? Where is 
the praying by day and 
night? Where is the fasting? 
Where is any sign of anguish 
in our hearts for your 
people? Or for the unsaved? 
Where is the love that we are 
supposed to have for the outcast, the undesirable, the hopeless, the 
fearful, the broken, the burdened, the unloved? 
 
Is it found only during this “season” of Lent? And what is this 
mourning, weeping, praying, and fasting during Lent? We abstain for a 
short time from those things we merely enjoy: ice cream, coffee, 
alcohol, bacon, and chocolate. We abstain from those things that we 
shouldn’t be doing in the first place: swearing, drunkenness, 
pornography, sensuality, and lawless idolatry. We “do” those things 
which we should always be doing: confessing sins, attending church, 
contemplating your word, grace, mercy, and justice. And at the end of 
Lent when Easter comes, we sing, “Hallelujah! Christ has risen!” and 
continue on our own path as forty days before. Did you not give us your 
Word to show how such evil will be judged (Matthew 25:31-46)? 
 
Lord God - Father, please let your ear be attentive to the plea of your 
servant: have mercy on us. 
 
Please, forgive us. Forgive us this cowardice to not stand against the 

From the Pew (continued)         Cody Moen world. Forgive us this 
doubting for not trusting in 
your word alone; your grace, 
faith, and Son alone. Forgive 
us for chasing after false 
promises of salvation and the 
words of false prophets. 
Father, please forgive us, 
forgive me. If you will humble 
this servant of yours to one 
blessing for your people then I 
ask for this: brokenness. 
Remember the word that you 
said, that any branch which 
bears fruit you prune so that it 
may bear more fruit (John 
15:2). Brake us, then, from the 
cares of this world: college 
degrees, salaries, political 
parties and power, and social 
media relevance. Brake us 
from the falsehoods of New 

Age and New Thought 
practices. Break us from 
changing your word to fit 
our lives, rather than 
changing our lives to fit 
your word. 
 
Remember the word that 
you prayed for us saying, 
“Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is 

truth” (John 17:17). For we 
were called to be holy, just as 
you are holy, O Lord (1 Peter 
1:13-25). Set us apart from the 
world with all the 
malignment, persecutions, and 
hatred that comes with it 
(John 15:19-20).  
 
Remember your word, O 
Lord, you who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those 
who love him and keep his 
commandments, let your ear 
be attentive and your eyes 
open, to hear the prayer of 
your servant that I now pray 
before you (Nehemiah 1). 

REFLECTIONS 
And the serpent said unto the woman, 

Ye shall not surely die. Genesis 3:4 
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Easter Egg Hunt: This year’s Easter Egg hunt is scheduled for Palm 
Sunday, April 10. It will be held immediately following the second 

service. We are asking 
for donations of 
individually-wrapped 
candy that will fit in 
plastic eggs. Please no 
chocolate that would 
melt, or nuts. 
 
Vacation Bible School: 
The dates for VBS are 
June 26 – 30. It will be 
held in the evenings 
from 6:00 to 8:00. The 
theme for this year is 
CPH, “The Tree of Life: 
Christ is our Root.” It 
focuses on God’s plan 
of salvation through 

Jesus Christ. We need volunteers for Bible time, crafts, music, 
refreshments, and recreation. Please let Carla Jo, or one of the Board of 
Education know if you can help.  
 
Did you know there are several “collections” going on throughout the 
church? The CDC is collecting screw-on plastic lids that we receive 
money for. They must be screw-on, not pop on, and no metal attached. 
Barbara Hurst also collects aluminum cans for recycling with the 
proceeds being donated to the CDC. There is a collection bin down 
by the pop machine. The CDC also “collects” non-perishable food 
items for the food pantry in the CDC lobby. A basket will be placed 
under the table in the lobby to collect such donations. The LWML 
collects empty pill bottles that are then donated to the Community 
Free Clinic. 
 
It is hard to wait for things to happen. Right now, we are waiting for 
a pastor to accept our call to become our Congregation’s Shepherd. 
That does not mean that ministry stops while we are waiting. There 
are plenty to things to be done. We are to persevere, not give up 
hope, and continue with the mission the Lord has called us to do. 
The following devotional was written by Tricia Lott Williford. https://
www.tricialottwilliford.com/ 
 
The Work You Can Do While You Wait. 
 
“Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.” 
Psalm 27:14 (NIV) 
 
Waiting is one of God’s favorite tools to get our attention. In some 

From the DCM      Carla Jo Brakhage ways, the Bible’s title could 
be The Great Wait. The cast 
of characters could be the 
Great Waiters. (But that 
sounds a little like a dinner 
theater.) 
 
Noah waited for the rain. 
Daniel waited through the 
night with a den full of lions. 
David waited in the cave. 
Abraham and Sarah waited 25 
years for the arrival of their 
promised son, Isaac, after 
waiting an entire lifetime to 
even get the promise in the 
first place. 
 
And on it goes. Joseph waited 
13 years in prison for a crime 
he didn’t commit. Moses 
waited 40 years to be called 
by God. Paul waited in prison. 
And even Jesus waited 30 
years to begin His ministry, 
though He was well equipped 
long before. If God asked 
even Jesus to wait, why do I 
think He would speed up my 
process? 

 
Here’s what I love most about 
the Great Waiters of the Bible: 
They were flawed, with the 
exception of Jesus. They were 
people just like you and me, 
trying to please God but often 
falling short. I mean, some of 
them got it. But … most of 

REFLECTIONS Therefore, the Lord God sent him forth 
from the Garden of Eden. Genesis  3:23 
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them didn’t, which comforts me, since I usually don’t get it, either. The 
Great Waiters were no better at waiting than I am. Let’s not kid 
ourselves: Waiting is a universal weakness. 
 
What do the Bible stories of the Great Waiters show me about waiting? 
What did they do while they waited? 
 
While Noah waited for the rain, he got busy with what he had: a lot of 
wood and some specific measurements. As Daniel waited, he remained 
faithful in prayer and firm in his convictions. 
 
While Joseph waited in prison, he didn’t waste his energy on the 
question, “Why?” (Though I imagine he asked that word, he didn’t let it 
drain him with dead-ends and non-answers.) Instead, we sense he 
focused his sights on answering, “What should I do now?” He did his 
best with each small task given to him, and he stayed close to God. As 
his situation began to turn around, he was ready for every opportunity 
because he had not wasted his time. 
 
Likewise, Job, David, Paul and even Jesus waited patiently and began 
the ministry God called each of them to do, caring for the people around 
them. 

Here’s what I see in all of 
those stories:  
There is always work to 
be done while we’re 
waiting. Sometimes the 
work is hands-on and 
physical, and other times 
it’s a solitary journey of 
soul-searching.  
Sometimes the work is a 
discipline of noticing, a 
practice of being alert and 
aware. Sometimes it’s 
about being patient, loving 

and present.  
 

But when we choose to surrender to the moment, when we seek to 
believe this moment is part of a larger story, and when we embrace the 
ache of the longing, the wait is never wasted. The Lord enters the 
journey of those who wait. May we continue to trust Him as He reveals 
Himself along the way. 
 

Dear God, You are the Maker of time. I thank You for holding every 
moment in Your hands, even the moments of my patience  - and 
impatience. Please show me where You are while I wait, and reveal to 
me what I can do to serve, love and lead others even as I wait. I long to 
trust You with my whole life, in the doing and in the waiting. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 

From the DCM (continued)           Carla Jo Brakhage The Longest Wait 
 

Then cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Gethsemane, 
and saith unto the disciples, Sit 
ye here, while I go and pray 
yonder.  And he took with him 
Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy. 
 
Then saith he unto them, My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death: tarry ye here, and 
watch with me. 
 
And he went a little farther, and 
fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from 
me: nevertheless not as I will, 
but as thou wilt. 
 
And he cometh unto the 
disciples, and findeth them 
asleep, and saith unto Peter, 
What, could ye not watch with 
me one hour? Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak. 
 
He went away again the second 
time, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me, except I drink it, 
thy will be done. 
 
And he came and found them 
asleep again: for their eyes were 
heavy.  And he left them, and 
went away again, and prayed the 
third time, saying the same 
words. 
 
Then cometh he to his disciples, 
and saith unto them, Sleep on 
now, and take your rest: behold, 
the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. 
 
Rise, let us be going: behold, he 
is at hand that doth betray me.  

Matthew 20:36-46 

REFLECTIONS Behold thy gods (2 golden calves), O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of Egypt. 1 Kings 12:28 
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Philip Bridges     03/01 

Ben Hunze     03/01 

James Hartwig     03/02 

Ken Aschenbrenner    03/03 

Mary Shaffer     03/06 

Gwen Beckles     03/08 

Chris Ballentine    03/08 

Judy Burhans     03/08 

Abby Hunze     03/10 

Isaac Lee     03/13 

Isaiah Gehring     03/15 

Kelly Aschenbrenner    03/17 

Sheila Fick     03/19 

Anne Sims     03/20 

Mark Skrabanek    03/21 

Aiden Burhans (Walsh)   03/21 

Janice Bradshaw    03/25 

Burneal Fick     03/25 

Johnny Bradshaw    03/25 

Daniel Pate     03/30 

  

None that I could see! Please let me know if your anniversary is 
in March and I’ll get some data into the system. Thank you! 

 

          Birthdays Missional Outreach 
 
Our Outreach groups are 

slowly getting back into the 

areas where Covid has shut 

them down for over a year.  

The schedules for both areas: 

Regency - 3/3, 3/17 and 3/31 

at 12:45 PM 

HHR - 3/9 and 3/23 at 10:15 

AM 

Agenda 

Opening and Welcome 

Song 1 

Song 2 

Old Testament 

Song 3 

Song 4 

New Testament 

Song 5 

Song 6 

Gospel 

Song 7 

Message 

Song 8 

Song 9 

REFLECTIONS 

    Anniversaries 

Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle . . .that 
he may be smitten and die. 2 Samuel 11:15 
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From the Board of High Hopes        Judy Burhans  

REFLECTIONS 

2022 

Time Change is March 13! 

Let not your prophets and diviners deceive. . for 
they prophesy falsely in My name. Jeremiah 29:9 
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From the Board of High Hopes (continued)    Judy Burhans  

REFLECTIONS 

 Ascension Lutheran 
3801 Oakwood Avenue 
Huntsville, AL 35810 
www.ascensionhsv.org 

Easter Morning - April  17 
6:30 AM 
8:45 AM 
10:45 AM 

Out of thee (Bethlehem) shall he come 
forth unto me.  Micah 5:2 
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Do Not Be Afraid 
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in 

hell.” Matthew 10:28 
 
Right now, the world is a scary place. Two nuclear superpowers, Russia 
and China, both with expansionist desires and now with closer ties to 
each other than in past years, are threatening their neighbors. 
Meanwhile, western countries seem more in disarray than they have 
been in my lifetime. Many democratic countries, which have long been 
bastions of freedom, now seem to be run by authoritarians more 
interested in removing those freedoms and keeping the population 
subdued, all in the name of public safety amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. The United States, the leader of the free world since World 
War II, is being torn apart by internal conflict due to strong political 
differences. Leaders of unfriendly foreign governments see us as weaker 
than we have been in the past 80 years and seem eager to take advantage 
of the current mess. War, potentially an escalating major war, something 
that just a few years ago was deemed too earth-threatening to possibly 
happen, no longer seems like an impossibility. 
 
The book of Revelation and other prophetic chapters in the Bible 
describe a world destroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:11-12). It speaks of “stars” 
falling from the sky and leveling “mountains” (Revelation 8:7-9:2). It 
speaks of a world where either one takes the “mark of the beast,” or one 
is unable to purchase the necessities of life (Revelation 13:16-17). It tells 
of a world where everyone can see events as they unravel (Revelation 
11:10). Regardless of how literal or symbolic one interprets these words, 
the fact is that the world, as it currently exists, possesses the technology 
and weaponry to emulate these actions. 
 
This begs the question, “Whom do you 
fear?” Do you fear those countries that are 
opposed to the United States and what we 
stand for? Do you fear what might happen 
within this country if we continue down 
our current path? Do you fear your 
neighbor, who could infect you with the 
coronavirus? Do you fear going out in 
public, even going to church, on the 
chance that you might be exposed to 
Covid-19? Do you fear those that can kill 
your body? Or do you fear God, who can 
destroy both your body and your soul by 
sentencing you to an eternity in hell? 
 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Second Person of the Trinity, by 
becoming man and dying on a cross for our sins, has taken on the 
punishment for our sins, for our wrongdoings, for our failure to live up 

From the Elder           Rick Hilst to God’s standard of 
perfection. Therefore, if we 
trust in God as our Lord and 
Savior, we need not fear what 
will happen to us after we die. 
On the other hand, if we don’t 
trust in Jesus, when we die, 
and we will one day die 
(unless Christ returns first), 
we will face a future far worse 
than anything we have faced 
on this earth.  
 
Since we are all going to die, 
whether today or far into the 
future, and there is nothing we 
can do to prevent it, fearing 
earthly death will not stop it 
from happening. Life, this life, 
is just a blip in the timeline of 
eternity. Even a long life, say 
100 years, is nothing 
compared to eternity. While 
this life will end, eternity 
never will. It will go on and 
on and on and on and on… 
Therefore, we should be 
focused on the things that 
matter for eternity and not so 
focused on the things of this 
life. So, what are the things 
that matter for eternity? 

 
The Bible tells us to store up 
treasure in Heaven and not 

REFLECTIONS And she brought forth her firstborn son and 
laid Him in a manger. Luke 2:7 
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treasure on earth where rust and moth 
can destroy it (Matthew 6:19-20). But 
what exactly is “treasure in Heaven”? 
And how do we store up this treasure?  
 
Let’s begin by addressing what this 
Heavenly treasure is not. It is not earthly 
possessions. The Bible makes it perfectly 
clear that nothing we possess in this 
lifetime will make the transition into the 
next. Indeed, the Bible has very serious 
warnings about the dangers to our souls, 
to where we will spend eternity, that 
comes from pursuing earthly wealth and 
other earthly desires.  
 
Heavenly treasures are things of our soul/
spirit and not things of our body. These 

treasures all come from a love of God and a love of our fellow man. 
These treasures include acts of kindness and compassion 
(i.e., good works) to our neighbors, to our families, to our 
friends, even to our enemies, that result from this love. These 
treasures include sharing the Good News of salvation, the 
Gospel, with a fallen world that seeks righteousness outside 
of God. These treasures include worship and prayer. Indeed, 
these treasures include everything that is done according to 
God’s will and not our own. 
 
How will these Heavenly treasures be realized? Will we be 
given greater responsibility in Heaven like the servant who 
was given ten talents in the parable (Matthew 25:14-30)? To 
be honest I don’t know. Spending eternity in Heavenly bliss, 
in the company of our Lord and Savior, is already far more 
treasure that you or I could possibly hope for or deserve. 
 
In summary, therefore, do not fear those who can destroy 
your body. Your body is going to die and there is nothing 
you can do to prevent it. Rather fear God, fear Him who can 
destroy both body and soul for eternity in Hell. 
 
The fear of the Lord is not the same kind of fear as the fear 
of dying. It is not the shaking in your boots, being scared, 
being afraid kind of fear. It is rather a recognition of our 
fallen state, of the punishment we deserve, of the punishment 
that God justifiably should unleash on us, and of the 
boundless love, mercy, and grace of our Heavenly Father 
that instead of punishing us sent His only Son to die for us, 
in order to open the kingdom of Heaven to us. The fear of the Lord is, 
therefore, not only a recognition of our humble state but also of our 

From the Elder (continued)         Rick Hilst complete dependence on 
Christ’s death paying for our 
sins. As the Bible declares, the 
fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom 
(Proverbs 9:10), the wisdom 
that comes from trusting 
completely in God, the 
wisdom that comes from 
recognizing that we have a 
loving Father who wants us to 
be saved and spend eternity 
with Him, the wisdom that 
realizes that our treasures are 
in Heaven, with God, and not 
here on earth.  
 
    

REFLECTIONS 
Therefore the Jews sought more to kill Him. . .because 
He said also that God was His Father, making Himself 

equal with God. John 5:18 
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                                          IF    
 
 

If you can keep your head when all about you 

 Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

 But make allowance for their doubting, too; 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

 Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 

 And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise; 

If you can dream – and not make dreams your master; 

 If you can think – and not make your thoughts your aim; 

If you can meet Triumph and Disaster 

 And treat those two impostors just the same; 

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 

 Twisted  by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 

 And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools; 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings 

 And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 

 And never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 

 To serve your turn long after they are gone, 

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

 Except the Will which says to them: “hold on!” 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

 Or walk with kings – nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

 If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

 With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 

 And – which is more – you’ll be a Man, my son! 

 
--Rudyard Kipling 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Stewardship         Bobbie Scroggins Patient 
 
How would you define 
patient? Well, this is how – 
the World Book Dictionary 
defines patient: 1) willing 
to put up with waiting, 
pain, trouble, etc.; enduring 
calmly without 
complaining or losing self-
control; 2) with steady 
effort or long, hard work; 
persistent; constant; 
diligent; 3) undergoing the 
action of another; passive. 
 

 
Paul says love is patient. 
Sometimes, we are irritated 
or angered by others and 
don’t know why. Not all 
irritability stems from 
sinful or selfish motives, 
although the irritable 
treatment of others surely 
is wrong. Much irritability 
comes from a love of 
perfection, a deep desire 
that programs meetings, 
and structures be run 
perfectly. A desire to run 
things perfectly can erupt 
into anger at events or 
people who get in the way 
or ruin that desire. Those 
who are easily irritated 
need to remember that 
perfection exists only in 

REFLECTIONS Ye know that after two days is the feast of the Passover, and 
the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified. Matthew 26:2 
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God. We need to love Him and our fellow Christians, not the visions 
we have or perfection her on earth, says Paul. 
 
In bitterness of soul, Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord. She 
made a vow, saying, “O Lord Almighty, if You will only look upon 
Your servant’s misery and remember me and not forget Your servant 
but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of 
his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”  
1 Samuel 1:11. 
 
1 Samuel 1 
tells us that 
Hannah 
waited year 
after year, 
hoping to 
finally have 
a child. She 
prayed, and 
God 
answered 
her. Yes, 
Hannah’s 
amazing feat 
of patience is 
that she 
waited all that time, enduring scorn and sadness, only to willingly 
give up what she had waited so long for her son, into the Lord’s 
service. Oh, and the way the Lord blessed Hannah by giving her five 
more children. How great the Lord is! 
 
Each of us may face times of barrenness when nothing comes to birth 
in our work, service or relationship. It is difficult to pray in faith 
when we feel so ineffective. But as Hannah discovered, prayer opens 
the way for God to work. 
 
1 Samuel 1:26-28: “And she said, ‘Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my 
lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. 
For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition 
which I asked of him: Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as 
long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord.’ And he worshipped 
the Lord there.” 
 
A patient person has great understanding, but a quick-tempered 
person displays folly. A quick-tempered person can be like a fire out 
of control. It can burn us and everyone else in its path. Anger divides 
us. It pushes us into hasty decisions that only cause bitterness and 
guilt. Better a patient person than a warrior, a person who controls his 
temper than one who takes a city.  

From Stewardship (continued)  Bobbie Scroggins “Patience is sorrow’s 
salve.” --Churchill. 
  
Most of the time, humans 
stink at patience. We want 
our reward here and now. 
If it doesn’t come, we 
accuse God of not 
answering our prayers. We 
forget that His time is not 
our time, that His plan is 
not always our plan. We 
forget that God waits for 
us, too. He waits to hear 
our repentant prayers. He 
waits when we are slow to 
believe His Word. All the 
while, He is eager to clothe 
us in the forgiveness His 
Son won for us on the 
cross. He doesn’t give up 
on us because we’re slow. 
Instead, His love is patient. 
 
God is always at work in 
this world, even when we 
cannot see what He is 
doing. Because God is 
faithful, He can be counted 
on to be merciful toward 
us. 
 
Our dear God, help us trust 
You to give all good things 
in Your time. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

REFLECTIONS Yea,  a sword shall pierce through thy own soul, also, that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. Luke 2:35 
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 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  
 
LWML met on January 8, 2022.  
 
Events:  
 January 27 - Took lunch to Rose of Sharon Soup Kitchen.  
 March 16  - Will be serving dinner before the Lenten service.  
 April 22-23, 2022 - LWML Gulf States District Convention 
to be held in Huntsville, hosted by the Mountain Lake Zone, which 
we are a part of. The program will take place at Grace Lutheran on 
Friday evening and the Holiday Inn at Mid-City on Saturday.  
 
All women at Ascension are invited to attend the convention. If 
interested, registration forms are available in the church office or 
see Marsha Carden.  
 
Come join us at our next meeting on February 12 at 10:00 AM. 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 March 6 
  8:00 AM - Elise Patterson    
  10:45 AM - James Hartwig 
 
 March 13 
  8:00 AM  - Ariel Burhans 
  10:45 AM - Alexus of the Gehring Family 
 
 March 20  
  8:00 AM  - Brian Patterson 
  10:45 AM - Elizabeth King 
 
 March 27 
  8:00 AM - Isaac Lee 
  10:45 AM - Ciara of the Gehring Family 

This ‘n That           LWML 

 
We still have openings for 
hosts to cover the Lenten 
meals for March 23 and 30. 
 
If you or your group is 
interested in helping out, 
please contact the office or an 
Elder. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dates: June 26 to June 30, 
 2022 
 
Time: 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
 
 
Contact Carla Jo Brakhage if 
you would like to help with 
VBS, either as a teacher, an 
aide, a snack person, with arts 
and crafts or music.  

REFLECTIONS 

 Acolyte Schedule for March 

He that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish, 
the same shall betray Me. Matthew 26:23 
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KIDS’ CORNER             

REFLECTIONS O, My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me. Matthew 20:39 
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March 2022 

REFLECTIONS And forthwith he (Judas) came to Jesus, and said, 
Hail, Master; and kissed Him. Matthew 20:49 

Time Change! 


