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SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
 
We are so glad that you are here!  This is God’s House and He put the 
wiggle in children, so please feel completely at home at Ascension and 
try these tips from parents who’ve gone before you: 
 

Sit towards the front:  Young children can’t see what’s going on if 
they sit in the back, so we welcome you to sit where children can 
easily see the procession, note the colors, and watch the pastor 
and musicians. 
 
Participate joyfully! Your child will model your actions. Sing, fold your hands for prayer, stand, sit, 
and kneel. Bring them to the Communion rail for a blessing. Know that he or she watches 
everything that you do. 

 
Active Looking and Listening: Help your child listen for a key word, such as Jesus, God, or love. 
Look ahead in the readings for words that will be used often today.  Have them look for crosses and 
other reminders of Jesus and His Good News. 

 
Explain the Service:  Familiarize each other with what’s going on. Encourage them to participate by 
saying and praying their parts: “Amen. Lord have mercy.  I believe… Our Father...” Ascension at Prayer 
allows you to learn songs and prayers ahead of time so that children recognize them as theirs.  

 
If You and Your Child Must Leave: There is a nursery for emergencies, but please come back.  
What we do here promises to engage your children little-by-little and shape them powerfully and 
forever. 
 

If you need help, just ask! We are here to serve Jesus who said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Luke 18:16) 

 
ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Our greatest desire is to share in the blessing of the Lord’s Supper with you!  Since this 
meal unites us spiritually by faith in the Word of God, we ask that you come having 
prepared your heart. Please read the following questions. If your answer to each is 
“Yes” then joyfully receive the Lord’s gift in His Sacrament. 

 Do you come to the Lord’s Table for assurance of forgiveness, healing from doubt and 
shame, and to receive God’s gift of a holy life and reconciliation through Jesus? 

 Have you been baptized and confirmed (or otherwise made public confession of your 
Christian Faith)?  

 Do you believe Jesus’ words, that the bread and the wine are, in fact, His own body and 
blood, given and shed for you? 

If your answer to a question is “No”, we invite you to join our study of God’s Word between services. 
The pastor’s class regularly provides instruction for Holy Communion.  Please approach our pastors 
anytime for clarification or direction.  
In the meantime, we invite you to come forward to the rail during communion and receive a blessing by 
folding your hands over your heart. If you choose to remain seated, please join us in praying for the day 
when God removes all our divisions.  
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PRELUDE SELECTIONS  

During the prelude, please allow yourself and others the opportunity to silently prepare for worship.  

WELCOME &  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The assembly stands. 

INVOCATION   Matthew 28:19 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen.  

CONFESSION &  ABSOLUTION   

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.   Hebrews 10:22 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5 

The assembly sits or kneels.  

We observe a moment of silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor 
sinful being. Luke 18:13 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  John 20:19-23 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us share a sign of peace and greeting with one another. 

The assembly greets one another saying “Peace be with you.” 

INTROIT Psalm 2:1 -6 
During the introit, the assembly turns to face the cross as it processes in. 

The leader sings the antiphon once, and then all repeat it. The leader sings the verses.  

 
 

 
 

All repeat the antiphon. 
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KYRIE -  Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47;  Luke 17:13 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS -  Glory to God in the Highest  Luke 2:14;  John 1:29  
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SALUTATION &  COLLECT OF THE DAY 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

L Let us pray. 
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we 
may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

Be seated.  
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Children are invited to come forward. 

MESSAGE –  Jesus is God with Us: Hope! Rev. Steven Newberg  
 and the children at Ascension  

OLD TESTAMENT -  Isaiah 7:10-14 (ESV) 

 L The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of our Lord is from Isaiah, chapter 7. 
 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign 
of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will 
not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 
that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel.

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE –  Peace! 

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL  

 

 A She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins. Repeat Alleluia 

 
HOLY GOSPEL –  Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
 

C  
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place 
in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. And her 
husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus.

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C  
 

Be seated. 

 

we commit sin, for sin is displeasing to God.  
Sinful though we are, let us at least be like God 
in this, that we are displeased at what displeases 
Him.  In some measure then you will be in 
harmony with God's will, because you find 
displeasing in yourself what is abhorrent to your 
Creator.”. 
Saint Augustine 
Sermon 
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MESSAGE –  Joy! 
 

EPISTLE –  1 John 4:7-16 (ESV) 

L The Epistle is from First John, chapter four. 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love 
is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and 
he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that 
the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Savior of the world. Whoever confesses 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 
in him, and he in God. So we have come 
to know and to believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, and God 
abides in him.

 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE –  Love! 

The children return to their seats. 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  O Come, All Ye Faithful  379 
 

Stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1 -4 

L Hear our prayers, according to the good news of Your Holy Gospel, the birth of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who makes the needs of all humanity Your own.   

Brief silence for personal prayer. 

L Almighty God, Your Son’s incarnation revealed that You are love. Give us true faith 
in Christ that by His conception, virgin birth, holy life, sacrificial death and victorious 
resurrection our sins may be proclaimed forgiven and our lives eternally renewed.  Let 
us praise You and say with the angels: 

C Glory to God in the Highest! 
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L Father, increase our love for one another — for as You abide in us, through Jesus our 

kin, now we abide in You and Your love is perfected in us. Fill us with joy, and lead us 
to proclaim Your glad tidings to all people and say with the angels: 

C Glory to God in the Highest! 
 
P Lord Jesus, Your birth into the family of Mary and Joseph sanctified all the families of 

the earth as vessels fit for Your love. Bless these, so that husbands and wives love and 
care for one another and nurture their children according to Your Word, by the grace 
of Your sacraments, that all might say with the angels: 

C Glory to God in the Highest! 
 
P Holy Spirit, who conceived and brought forth peace on earth and goodwill among 

God’s people, grant justice and wisdom to our president, Congress and all who 
administer and judge our laws. Grant boldness to proclaimers of Your Word and to 
saints as they serve.  Preserve all that is true, gracious and beautiful in this and every 
land and make mankind worthy of Your gifts that they might say with the angels: 

C Glory to God in the Highest! 
 
L Lord Jesus, our Savior and brother, knowing our needs of both body and soul, fill us 

now that we might have true faith in Your Word.  May all who receive Your body and 
blood this night, faithfully provide in turn for the bodies and souls of others.  Sustain 
Your people in humble repentance and godly living until all bend their knees to praise 
You and say with the angels: 

C Glory to God in the Highest! 
 

L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, for You are the God of 
life who gives life, the God of Love who is Love, and You reign forever with Your Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Be seated. 

If you have not already, please fill out the red attendance booklet at the end of your pew.  

OFFERING VOLUNTARY – What Child is This?  

 

Stand. 

OFFERTORY –  Create in Me  Psalm 51:10 -12 
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Please refer to Page 2 of the service folder to prepare for Holy Communion. 

PREFACE  2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
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and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and 
mystery of the Word-made-flesh You have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of Your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the 
God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS -  Holy, Holy, Holy  Isaiah 6:3;  Matthew 21:9  

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9 -13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father, Who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 Matthew 26:26 -28; Mark 14:22 -24; Luke 22:19 -20; 1 Corinthians 11:23 -25 

 
PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

 
 

AGNUS DEI -  Lamb of God  John 1:29

  

 

 

The assembly sits. 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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HYMN –  O Little Town of Bethlehem  361 
 

HYMN –  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  359 
 

HYMN –  Of the Father’s Love Begotten  384 
 

 

When the distribution of Holy Communion concludes, the assembly stands. 

P Now having received the true body and precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, may 
He strengthen you and keep you firm in the true faith until the day He comes again in 
glory.  Go in peace toward that day. 

C Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS -  Song of Simeon  Luke 2:29 -32 
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THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 
 

C  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

  

CANDLE LIGHTING  

P Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
C The light no darkness can overcome.  
 
P Come, Lord Jesus, illumine our hearts, 
C That we might carry Your light into a fallen world. 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness by the light 
of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify 
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You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 

  

Tip your unlit candle.  

 Keep your lit candle vertical and away from combustibles.  

 Parents, please supervise your children.  

 

 

HYMN – Silent Night  

1.  Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and Child, 
 Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2.  Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 

3.  Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure Light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1  

P The Lord be with you.  
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P Bless we the Lord.  

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

 
 
 

 

 After extinguishing, please keep your candle upright until the wax hardens.  

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN –  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 380 

We turn and face the cross as it processes out of the sanctuary. 

 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP       5:00PM 

Crucifer: Audrey Hanson 

Acolytes: Braden Hanson, Andrew Kuechler 

Readers: Natalie Broome 

Worship Leaders: Allison Pence 

Worship Assistants: Curt Kuechler, Ed Sielsky 

Ushers: Jeff Jennings, Scott Eicher, Debra Eicher  

Altar Guild: Janice Edwards, Jill Sauer, Sandra Talbert 

Musicians: Ascension Choir of Boys & Girls, Christian Broome, Alex Domeier, William 
Greene, McKenna Laughey, August Newberg, Dietrich Newberg, Grace Sarris 

Minister of Music: Mark Johanson 

Pastor: Rev. Steven Newberg 

 
AscensionCharlotte 

 
ALCcharlotte 

 
AscensionCharlotte 
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 2018 Poinsettias 
To the Glory of God                  
Kevin and Patia Bowman 
Ted and Verna Cash 
Tim and Jane Friemark 
Steve and Tessa Newberg 
 
In Honor of           Given By                           
Our Mothers: Edith and Donna      Rainer and Tammy Blessing 
Laura, Dave, Jenna, Tyler, Marisa (our children)  Mark and Lori Littmann  
Tom, Dagny and Rori White      Jan White          

 
 
In Memory of             Given By                                                                                             
Carol Bixby (Debra’s Mom)       Scott and Debra Eicher 
Sydelle Engelder (Scott’s Mom)        Scott and Debra Eicher                                                            
Gene Peek               Hazel Peek                                                                                                                                                            
Jerry and Lori Treat         Betty Treat                                                                                 
Kyle Wingeier           Carmin McDonald 
Our Grandparents            Kim, William, Jacob, 
                                                                                                              and Crystal Cates 
Jesse Cates                Kim, William, Jacob, 
                                                                                                               and Crystal Cates 
Mary Byrd, Paul Brown, and        Paula Henry 
Mary Lou Medecke 
Simon Henry, Eleanor Henry        John Henry 
Our Fathers: Heinz and Pete       Rainer and Tammy Blessing 
Gene and Elaine Massey (Lori’s parents)     Mark and Lori Littmann 
Paul and Martha Littmann (Mark’s parents)    Mark and Lori Littmann                                              
Bob and Teddy Finn              Robbie Broedow                                                                                 
Andy Kalnik (husband)        Ellie Kalnik 
Chris Kalnik (son)         Ellie Kalnik                                                                              
Patricia Drews            Linda Wilson  
Al Broome                Melanie, Natalie, and Christian 
                                                                                                               Broome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                          

You are welcome to take your poinsettia home after December 30. 
  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 


