
DECEMBER 9, 2018   

S e c o n d  S u n d a y  in  

  Advent 
with the Christmas Story 

presented by the Sunday School Children 

 
“The lack of mystery in our modern life is our 

downfall and our poverty…We retain the child in us 

to the extent that we honor the mystery. Therefore, 

children have open, wideawake eyes, because they 

know that they are surrounded by the mystery. They 

are not yet finished with this world; they still don’t 

know how to struggle along and avoid the mystery, as 

we do. We destroy the mystery because we want to be 

lord over everything and have it at our disposal, and 

that’s just what we cannot do with the mystery…. 

Living without mystery means knowing nothing of 

the mystery of our own life, nothing of the mystery of 

another person, nothing of the mystery of the world; 

it means passing over our own hidden qualities and 

those of others and the world. It means remaining on 

the surface, taking the world seriously only to the 

extent that it can be calculated and exploited, and not 

going beyond the world of calculation and 

exploitation. Living without mystery means not 

seeing the crucial processes of life at all and even 

denying them.”      DIETRICH BONHOEFFER 

repare  
the way of 

the Lord, 
make his 

paths 
straight;  

Luke 3:4 
 

P 
 



 

 
SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

 
We are so glad that you are here!  This is God’s House and He put the wiggle in children so,  
please feel completely at home at Ascension and try these tips from parents who’ve gone before you: 
 
Sit towards the front:  Young children can’t see 
what’s going on if they sit in the back, so we 
welcome you to sit where children can easily see the 
procession, note the colors, watch the pastor and 
musicians.  Pastor Newberg has his own youngsters 
and isn’t easily distracted. 
 
Active Looking and Listening: Help your child 
listen for a key word, such as Jesus, God, or love. 
Look ahead in the readings for words that will be 
used often today.  Have them look for crosses and 
other reminders of Jesus and His Good News. 
 

Explain the Service:  Familiarize each other with 
what’s going on.  Encourage them to participate 
by saying and praying their parts: “Amen. Lord have 
mercy.  I believe… Our Father...” Ascension at Prayer 
allows you to learn songs and prayers ahead of 
time so that children recognize them as theirs.  
 
If you and your child must leave: There is a 
nursery for emergencies, but please come back.  
What we do here promises to engage your 
children little-by-little and shape them powerfully 
and forever. 

If you need help, just ask! We are here to serve Jesus who said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Luke 18:16) 
 

 

welcome! 

 
Ushers are available to help you with wayfinding; please approach them at any time for assistance.  

 

Entrance and Exit: if you must step out during the service, please use the Side Alcove 
in the front of the Nave. Kindly refrain from exiting or entering during prayers or 
confession.  
 
In Case of Emergency: if evacuation is necessary, use the rear doors marked 
“emergency exit”. 
 
Restrooms are located on the Lower Level. Please use the elevator via the Side Alcove 
at the front of the Nave.  
 
Our professionally-staffed Nursery is available all morning for infants thru age 3. It is 
located in the Education Building Room 101. Exit the Sanctuary via the Side Alcove, 
and follow signage. The worship service is live-streamed into the Nursery for parents 
who may wish to stay with their children. 
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PRELUDE – “Coventry Carol” arr. Julie Stitt 
Handbell Choir and Choir of Boys & Girls 

 Various Christmas Selections  
McKenna Laughey, piano; August Newberg, piano; Dietrich Newberg, piano 

 

Stand. 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen.  

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.   Hebrews 10:22 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5 

Sit or kneel. We observe a moment of silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor 
sinful being. Luke 18:13 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  John 20:19-23 

C Amen. 

Stand. 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

The people greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.” 

The people turn to face the cross as it processes. 
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INTROIT –  The Voice of One Crying in the Wilderness 
The leader sings the Antiphon once, and all repeat it. 

The leader sings the verses, and all sing the Antiphon or Gloria Patri as indicated. 

 

 

 

The advent wreath is lit, then all repeat the Antiphon. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON – Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.     
     
 

P Let us pray. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

Sit. 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY “New Star” Written by Sharon Kay Chatwell 
Performed by the Sunday School Children 

 

SONZG –  Annunciation & Magnificat 

Annunciation sung by the Sunday School Children 
 
An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. 
The angel said to her, “rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you; 
You shall bear a child and His name shall be Jesus, the chosen one of God Most High.” 
And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do Your will.” 

Magnificat sung by the Congregation 

Stand to sing the Magnificat. 
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Sit. 

HYMN –  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

The congregation sings all verses.  
  

361 

HYMN – Away in a Manger 

vv. 1-2: sung by the Sunday School children 

v. 3: Congregation 

  
364 

SONG –  Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star (sung by the Sunday School Children) 
  

 

HYMN –  Angels We Have Heard on High (sung by the Sunday School Children) 
  

 

HYMN –  Joy to the World (sung by the Sunday School Children) 
  

 

HYMN –  As With Gladness Men of Old 

The congregation sings all verses. 
  

397 

HYMN –  Go Tell It on the Mountain 

vv. 1-2 and refrains: sung by the Sunday School children 

The congregation sings the final refrain with the children. 

  
388 
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Stand. 

NICENE CREED  

 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit. 

If you have not already, please fill out the red attendance booklet at the end of your pew. 

OFFERING VOLUNTARY – O Come, All Ye Faithful Traditional 
Darren Seigler & Leah Seigler, trumpet 

Stand. 

OFFERTORY – Create in Me a Clean Heart 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For … (additional petitions are offered) …let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

We observe a moment silence for personal prayer. 

 
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and 
our whole lives to Christ, our Lord; 
C To You, O Lord. 
 
L Let us pray. 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
kept me this night from all harm and danger, and I pray that You would keep me this 
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises we are bold to pray: 
C  Our Father, Who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
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and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1 

P The Lord be with you.    
 

P Bless we the Lord.      

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

 
 

HYMN –  On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry 
  

344 

 

P In the name of the Father, the Son, and the T Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Introit “The Voice of One Crying in the Wilderness” Text: Luke 3:4b (antiphon); Psalm 81:8, 10-11, 13 (verses). Music: Copyright © 

2018 Mark Johanson. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. 
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, O God”: Text and Music: Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights 

Reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-715480. 
This order of service Copyright © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-715480. 

Scripture Quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, Copyright 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 



 

PAGE 10 T DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Next Sunday: 

Choral Cantata 

Sunday, December 16 

10:00 AM – Sanctuary 
(Between Regular 8:30 & 11:00 AM Services) 
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SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP                                                                                    10:00 AM 
Pastor: Rev. Steve Newberg 

Crucifer: Meg Greeley 

Readers: Sunday School Children 

Minister of Music: Mark Johanson 

Worship Leaders: Sunday School Children 

Ushers: Scott Eicher, Debra Eicher, John Kissel, Jeff Jennings 

Altar Guild: Jennifer Karnwie, Kim Cates, Pam Carico 

Greeters: Mike & Brenda Gordon 

Sound & Video: Linda Wilson 

Sunday School 
Children 

Emarie DeLozier, Freddie Newberg, Ethan Strout, Jacie Timm, Evie Drotleff, Brooks 
Laughey, Maggie Newberg, Vinnie Fernandez, Joey Timm, Nicolas DeLozier, Easton 

Drotleff, Daniel Strout, Rori White, Michael Hanson, Dietrich Newberg, August 
Newberg, Jordan Timm, Dagny White, Olivia Sauer, McKenna Laughey, Jonah 

Meier, John Seigler, Kate Strout, Jacob Timm, Bianca Aydelott, Kate Greeley, Quinn 
Schultz, Michael Spokas  

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE       DECEMBER 2, 2018 
8:30 AM 95 

11:00 AM 106 

Children’s  
Sunday School: 

42 

Midweek Service: 12:00pm 7 
7:00pm 27 

Giving: 
Operating Fund: $11,187.35 
$16,228 needed weekly for balanced budget 

Ascension Lutheran Church   
1225 E. Morehead Street   

Charlotte, NC 28204 
704.372.7317 

www.ascensioncharlotte.org 

 
AscensionCharlotte ALCcharlotte 

 
AscensionCharlotte 



 

PAGE 12 T DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 
 

 

Wednesdays, December 12 & 19 

6:00 PM Supper in Luther Hall, 7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer in Sanctuary 

 

Choral Cantata:  

Sunday, December 16 

10:00 AM – Sanctuary (Between Regular 8:30 & 11:00 AM Services) 

 
 

Celebrate Christmas 
at Ascension Lutheran Church 

Christmas Eve 
Monday, December 24 

 

5:00 PM Family Candlelight Service 
Beautifully crafted and conveniently scheduled for 
families with young children. 
 

Arrive early and enjoy special music!  

 

8:00 PM Candlelight Service 
Traditional Christmas Eve service with 
candlelighting.  
 

Holy Communion at both services. 

Christmas Day 
Tuesday, December 25 

 

10:00 AM Divine Service 
Start a new tradition and join us on Christmas 
morning. Stay after to serve at the Ascension 
Lutheran Soup Kitchen. 
 

Holy Communion served. 


