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Artifacts Were Stored Inside Cornerstone,
Discovered by Narthex Construction Workers

The cornerstone had originally been located on the exterior
of the building, but when the narthex and former office
wing (demolished to make way for the current education
building) were built in 1962, the cornerstone became part
of the interior of the narthex area.
The narthex project included plans to install an HVAC unit
in front of the cornerstone, so the decision was made to
relocate the cornerstone so it could continue to be seen.
The contents, along with artifacts from the present day,
will be replaced in the time capsule and placed in the
cornerstone once it is installed in its new location.

Ascension Lutheran Church – 1225 E. Morehead St., Charlotte NC 28204
704-372-7317
www.ascensioncharlotte.org
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Table Talk is a bi-monthly publication of Ascension
Lutheran Church, Charlotte, NC. Submissions of
photos, news, and other information may be sent to:
admin@ascensioncharlotte.org or: Table Talk, c/o
Ascension Lutheran Church, 1225 E. Morehead St.,
Charlotte NC 28204. Submissions may be edited for
brevity and clarity. The deadline for receiving
submissions for the next issue is the 15th of the
month prior to the first month of publication.
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AdventMidweekServices
Evening services, marking the coming of our King. Suppers served prior to
worship, with offerings benefitting various missions and ministries of Ascension.

Wednesdays, December 5, 12, & 19
6:00 PM Supper in Luther Hall
7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer in Sanctuary

Sunday School
Christmas Program
Sunday, December 9

ONLY ONE SERVICE at 10:00 AM
…immediately followed by…

Christmas Caroling to our
Homebound Members
All Ages Welcome! Everyone Can Sing!
Light Lunch Served for Carolers, Following Worship
Please RSVP for Lunch and Caroling to Mark Johanson
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Choral Cantata

“HowGreatOurJoy”
Sunday, December 16
10:00 AM – Sanctuary
(Between Regular 8:30 & 11:00 AM Services)

Celebrate

Christmas
At Ascension Lutheran Church

Christmas Eve Christmas Day
Monday, December 24

Tuesday, December 25

5:00 PM Family Service

10:00 AM Divine Service

Beautifully crafted and
conveniently scheduled for
families with young children.

Start a new tradition and join
us on Christmas morning. Stay
after to serve at the Ascension
Lutheran Soup Kitchen.

Arrive early and enjoy special music!

Holy Communion served.

8:00 PM Candlelight Vespers
Traditional Christmas Eve
service with candlelighting.
Holy Communion at both services.
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From the Assistant to the
Pastor

Reformation, Not Rebellion

Rev. Robert Eble

Rev. Steven Newberg

Officers of Ascension
Lutheran Church and
Dear Friends in Christ,

Our life and world seems
to be changing faster than
ever. This could be a great
thing—there is so much
that needs changing! –or a
terrible one. How do we
know what change is
good?

After discussions with my
family, prayerful
consideration and in view
of changes in the needs at
Ascension, I have
determined that it is time
for me to step down. To
that end I announce my retirement effective January
1, 2019.
I will absent myself from Ascension for the month of
January after which I will be open to discussion on
how I might be of service in a greatly diminished or
on a volunteer basis.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve.
In Christ,
Rev. Robert D. Eble

From the Executive Director
Allison Pence
Friends in Christ,
I wanted to write to you
today, in this season of
Reformation, about all the
new and good things
happening at Ascension. I
pray that these updates
help our church, and our
tenant congregations and
ministries, find a new way
for us to welcome people into our ministry. I hope
that you all join in that prayer, and in praying that
Ascension will see growth in our membership and our
greater community. I hope that you are also praying
for Ascension to find a path to financial freedom,
which we are working on, but have a long way to go.
On December 2nd, I hope that you will join me at the
Continued on page 8
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From the Pastor

Lutherans know that: REFORMATION is good
change. Reformation is change that aligns human
life with the life and power of God that we call
heaven. REBELLION, on the other hand, is change
that suits our idiotic tendencies without regard to
heaven. Rebellion is bad change because it
disconnects the power of God—heaven—from earth.
In the Scriptures, prior to Jesus’ arrival, heaven
simply meant the place "up, out of our reach" where
God controls everything necessary for life: the sun
comes up, the rain falls, the wind blows. Praise God
we aren't in charge of those things! But human
rebellion, armed with technology, continues to reach
for control of the heavens—scary stuff!
But the first words of Jesus to be recorded in scripture
are: "Time is now fulfilled; the kingdom of God (heaven!)
is right here. Repent and believe the good news...Follow
me." (Mark 1:15, 17)
From that point on in the Bible, "heaven" refers to a
place populated by human beings—but not the ones
trying to take over, armed with technology and their
own ideas of what would be good. First, heaven is
the home of the man named Jesus (20 times in the
New Testament). Secondly, it is the home of those
who follow him (16 times). In other words, heaven is
no longer 'up out of our reach'. We can reconnect
earth with the heavenly stuff so necessary to it when
we "repent, believe the good news" that heaven has
touched earth in Jesus, and "...follow him."
This is good news for our environment. This is also
good news for every human relationship when we
consider how good and gracious is the God of
heaven. By his death and resurrection, Jesus points
us to good news for the whole sad experience of
human history.
Continued on page 6

Young at Heart

The Ascension Lutheran Soup Kitchen serves a free,
hot meal to our community every Tuesday from 11:30
AM-12:30 PM in Luther Hall. Everyone is welcome.
Consider volunteering at the Soup Kitchen! We always
need helpers with the following tasks:
Cooking & Food Prep: 7:00-10:00 AM
Serving a Table:
11:00 AM-12:30 PM
Clean-Up & Dishes:
11:30 AM-1:00 PM
Please email or call Stu Nichols if interested in
helping:
stunichols865@gmail.com or 704-562-7151

Young at Heart
is our Circuit’s
social group for
seniors.
Meetings are on
Thursdays at
11:30am for
seniors 60
years or more. Please join us and bring a sandwich.
The host church will provide beverages and a side
dish.
December 6 @ Ascension Lutheran Church – Mark
Johanson will provide organ and piano selections
and lead a Christmas “sing-a-long”.
March 7 @ Resurrection Church – Speaker will be
Missionary.
June 6 @ Prince of Peace Lutheran Church –
Attorney Steve Meier from Ascension will present
information on “Planning for End of Life and After
Death”.

Coffee with Jesus

Oktoberfest

Lecto Divina (Google it!)

The annual
Oktoberfest at
Ascension featured
fantastic food,
drinks, games, and
fellowship. Over
100 people
attended and the
rain quit early
enough on Saturday
for us to enjoy the
pleasant October
weather.

Work or live Uptown? Have coffee with the boss!
No studying, big words, or theological concepts. Just
time with one another and the Lord.
Tuesdays at 7:00 AM, at Central Coffee Co., 1700
Camden Rd.

Sunday Worship:
8:30 & 11:00 AM

Congratulations to
Pastor Steve and Tessa
Mark Johanson for
dressed
for the occasion!
winning the homebrew contest. Mark
brewed an Oktoberfest-style beer. Tom White and
Wade Laughey also submitted home-brew entries.
Many thanks to the Sielsky and Sauer families for
serving the delicious dinner and desserts.

Sunday School: 9:45 AM
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Pastor’s Article, continued from page 4

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry provides care by
bringing God’s love to hurting people.
It does not replace pastoral care, but extends it by
providing the presence of a Christian friend who is a
lay person in the congregation.
If you would like to discuss the possibility of meeting
with a Stephen Minister, please contact the Church
Office.

If you've read the gospels, you know how differently
Jesus lived. If you haven't, read and see how His life
is the change needed in our world ruined by
rebellion. REFORMATION is the institution of that
change here on earth. Wherever it happens, it
results in what the Bible calls the church--people
who "repent!"—that is, change—to follow Jesus.
Being Lutheran, Ascension's role within the greater
church is to practice and proclaim its essential way
of life: Reformation! We know that "scripture alone"
leads people back to "Christ alone" to live by "faith
alone" in the good news of heaven restored to earth.
God make us faithful encouragers of good change
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

Men’s Club Serves
Ascension
Ascension Lutheran Soup
Kitchen
As we approach the end of the year, we remember
what a great 2018 it has been for us at the Soup
Kitchen. We celebrated our eighth anniversary in
October and are thankful to God and to Ascension for
this wonderful community mission outreach; many
thousands of meals served by many hundreds of
volunteers. Praise God!
In this season of remembering and celebrating our
Lord’s birth, it is also a time of gift giving. Like many
of us, you may have friends and relatives that really
don’t need a gift and yet you want them to know of
your love and friendship. May we suggest a gift, in
their honor, given to Ascension’s Soup Kitchen?
Although much of our food is donated, we have many
essential staple items that we need to purchase, plus
repairs and replacement of the kitchen equipment.
We will greatly appreciate any gift toward this need!
We want to give thanks to God, the great Ascension
staff, and all of our volunteers for making God’s work
possible in our Charlotte neighborhood.
We wish you all a very blessed Christmas and a Very
Happy 2019!
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The Men’s Club served the needs of the physical
campus at Ascension in September by installing
new accessible parking lot signage in concrete
footers. These things aren’t going anywhere!
Thanks to John Henry for letting us borrow his post
hole auger, which made quick work of the task!
Upcoming Men’s Club workdays:
• November 17
• December 1 (Men & Women invited, see
page 9 for more details)
• January 12
• February 16
Breakfast is served at 8:00 AM in Luther Hall.
Please wear work clothes.

Women’s Ministry
Women’s
Ministry is a
group devoted to
making a
connection with
others, especially
other women, of
our church and
their friends and
family. We are doing this through a variety of
activities to engage one another in fun and
fellowship. At our Spring Retreat, we started a new
process of deciding on events and activities. We
wanted a three-fold mission – activities for everyone,
activities for ladies, and activities of service.
This past summer, our activities for everyone
included game nights in July, August, and
September. The July games night featured a taco bar
fundraiser for the upcoming National Youth
Gathering.
Activities for ladies featured a Ladies’ Night at Mama
Ricotta’s restaurant. We hope to make this a
quarterly event.
Activities of service included volunteering at the
Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte, where we
served a meal to 70 guests and volunteers. We also
solicited ideas at the Ministry & Education Fair for
things we can do in the future.
Upcoming events:
Game Day, Sunday, November 11 after late service in
Luther Hall, everyone is invited. Bring your favorite
game and a snack to share.
Service Day, Saturday, January 26, 10 am – 12noon,
Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte. 20 volunteers
needed for a deep-cleaning project. All ages
welcome.
Game Day, Saturday, February 9, 4:30 pm – 7 pm.
Ladies’ Night Out, Tuesday, March 5 at 6:30 pm.
Celebrate Marti Gras with breakfast for dinner.
Location TBD
Ladies’ Spring Retreat, March 29 – 31, Camp
Lutheridge and Convention Center. Cost is $150,
teens and older. Register: ascensioncharlotte.org;
registration link at the bottom of the home page.

Let’s Go on an Advent-ure
Mark W. Johanson, Minister of Music
Every single Sunday in
the church year, we focus
on a unique set of
readings from Scripture.
When the mercury drops,
twinkling lights start to
appear on store shelves,
and pumpkin spice shows
up everywhere, my mind
starts getting in gear for
the season of Advent.
Advent is a time of
longing, a time of waiting, a time requiring patience.
Yuck! Speaking for myself, anyway, I detest waiting
for things to happen, especially things like
Christmas. Even worse, have you ever felt yourself
just wishing Christmas would be over so you could
regain your sanity? I will confess that I have felt this
way before, and it is a horrible feeling indeed.
This Advent season, our worship will utilize an often
over-looked and omitted element from the ancient
liturgy called the Introit. The word Introit looks very
similar to the word “intro” because they are related:
the Introit is a part of the Proper of the liturgy that
changes weekly and that which introduces us to the
theme of the particular Sunday; there is a specific
Introit for every Sunday in the 3-year lectionary. In
Advent, there are four distinct themes and specific
Introits to accompany them, and we will be utilizing
them in place of our opening hymn and Psalm: the
Introit often draws its text from the Psalms.
While it’s probably pointless to rally against the
urge to haul out the holly and sing a few carols at
the spinet before it is “officially” Christmas, I would
encourage you to intentionally focus on the beauty
of the Advent season this year. The longing, the
crying of the people of God for a Savior is just the
prelude to a worship service that today’s world
needs to hear. We need to own up to the fact that
our world is troubled. We need to hear ourselves cry
out, “stir up Your power, O God, and come.”
Truthfully, if you want to get more out of Christmas,
the answer doesn’t fit under the tree or in a
stocking.
Instead, I suggest you join us on an adventure
through Advent.

If you have a suggestion of an activity, contact Kim
Cates at ladybug5515@att.net or 704-614-1890.
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Executive Director’s article, continued from page 4

Collections for Soup Kitchen
Guests
St. Monica Circle is asking for donations from the
congregation for our project to make hygiene kits for
the guests at the Soup Kitchen on Christmas Day.
We would like to include a toothbrush and tube of
toothpaste, small hand sanitizer, pocket size pack of
tissues, and small pack of wet wipes. We would also
like to give each person either gloves, socks, or a
warm scarf or hat.
We will have a collection bin by the elevator to Luther
Hall. Thank you for your support.

Volunteers Needed for
Hospitality
Jill Sauer
Director of Christian
Care & Fellowship
Hello Friends,
I am beginning to work with
various ministry groups at
Ascension for the remainder
of 2018 and beyond. One
area that needs immediate attention is funeral
hospitality. We are in need of a new committee to
take charge of funeral luncheons.
Please contact me at your earliest convenience if you
can help with this important role at Ascension.
I look forward to hearing from you!
Jill Sauer
Director of Christian Care & Fellowship
704-201-4483

next congregational meeting to talk about these
issues and what we have to look forward to in 2019.
But today, I want to talk to you about what
happened in my hometown yesterday and how I
can’t get it off my mind. On Monday, October 29th,
at Butler High School in my hometown of Matthews,
one student shot and killed another – both 16 years
old. My nephew graduated from that school four
short months ago and I have spent many hours in
that building for band concerts and school plays.
The cause of this tragedy? Bullying.
From Webster’s: The definition of bullying is mean
behavior such as physical or verbal abuse directed at
another person in order to hurt that individual or to get
the individual to do what you want.
Bullying doesn’t just happen in school, it can
happen in families, it can happen in your workplace,
it can happen here at church. No matter where it
happens, it’s isolating. If this is happening in your
family – will you rescue the person who is in peril?
If you see it at school or work or in your friend
group, will you speak up? When it happens at
Ascension – can we put a stop to it? No one
deserves to feel coerced or helpless. We know the
Lord is on our side, but under certain
circumstances, a bully can make you feel like God is
on their side, not yours. Let’s work together to be
advocates for each other and for the community we
serve in Christ’s name, and not for our own
agendas. Let’s lean on each other when our church
needs refreshment and healing, rather than allowing
others to be put down or made to feel less than
worthy.
Ephesians 6:11: Put on the full armor of God, so
that you will be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil.
Please join me in praying for the Butler High
School students and for all those who have been
victimized by bullying. Please speak up for those
who are in pain, and look for ways to make our
church community – both on campus and beyond –
more compassionate and inclusive, in thankfulness
for the grace through faith which we have won
through Jesus, who is the greatest friend and
advocate of all.
Your sister in faith,
Allison Pence
Congregational President
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Sunday School & Adult
Classes : Fall 2018

Wish List for Campus
Projects

Classes Every Sunday, 9:45 AM

As 2018 comes to a close, several projects need to be
completed that didn’t fit into the annual budget but
from which our church would benefit greatly. If you
can help with any of these projects, please contact the
church office. Thank you!

For the most up-to-date calendar of classes, please
refer to the weekly bulletin.
Children’s Sunday School Classes:
Mrs. Patia Bowman, Sunday School Superintendent
Grade
Preschool
K-1
2-3
4-5

Instructor
Mrs. Melanie Broome
Mrs. Stacey Fernandez
Mrs. Kim Strout
Mrs. Ruth Pilsbury

Room
111
112
107
105

6-8
Rev. Steven Newberg
(Confirmation)

209

9-12

201

Ms. Jennifer Creech

Adult Sunday School Classes:
Elizabeth Marquardt, Chair of Education
Subject
Instructor
Women’s Bible Class Paula Henry

Location
Board Room

Adult Bible Class

Luther Hall

Congregational Meeting

New Door for Luther Hall
Entrance
The exterior door to Luther Hall
is in dire need of replacement.
This door is the entrance for
many of our guests and
members on their way to
Luther Hall.
Price Estimate: $4,000

Automated Striker for Bell in Steeple
The narthex renovation rendered necessary the
removal of the rope and hook that previously rang our
steeple bell. A new, electronically-operated striker
would automatically ring the current bell at the
beginning of worship, as well as on the hours and on
special occasions (e.g. at the name of the deceased
on All Saints’, weddings, funerals, etc.).
Price: $8,075

Sunday, December 2
Important financial details, including the approval of
the 2019 budget, will be discussed at this meeting in
December. Members of Ascension, your attendance is
important to the future of this church.
This meeting will begin following the 11:00 AM
service. Lunch will be served.

Storage Shed
A storage shed is needed off of God’s Garden (brick
patio area) to store tents, folding chairs, and other
miscellaneous large equipment that cannot be stored
inside.
Price Estimate: $3,000 including concrete slab

Campus Clean-Up Day
Help Us Prep for the Christmas Holiday
Everyone is needed to help prepare our campus for the Christmas season at a clean-up day on Saturday,
December 1. Breakfast will be served at 8:00 AM, and work will begin shortly thereafter. Please bring dish
gloves, a bucket, your vacuum, or any other fancy cleaning equipment you want to show off.
Additionally, the Altar Guild will be decorating for Christmas that morning. Help will be needed to hang
wreaths, set up the tree, etc.
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