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Table Talk is a monthly publication of Ascension 
Lutheran Church, Charlotte, NC. Submissions of 
photos, news, and other information may be sent to: 
admin@ascensioncharlotte.org or: Table Talk, c/o 
Ascension Lutheran Church, 1225 E. Morehead St., 
Charlotte NC 28204. Submissions may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. The deadline for receiving 
submissions for the next issue is the 15th of the 
month prior to the first month of publication. 

 

Major Project to Benefit Hospitality, Fellowship 
Efforts on Our Campus 

 

The narthex of 
Ascension 
Lutheran Church is 
currently 
undergoing a 
major renovation 
project that will 
benefit our congregation’s hospitality and fellowship efforts. 
 
Both the tiled and carpeted of the narthex, as well as the 
nursery and the men’s restroom, are part of this renovation 
project; the women’s and accessible restrooms had been 
renovated relatively recently. Renovations will improve the 
functioniality and efficiency of the space for regular use 
associated with Sunday worship, as well as accommodation 
for special occasions (e.g. receptions during funerals or 
concerts).  
 
The contractors officially began construction on Tuesday, 
September 11, with the removal of asbestos and lead-based 
paint.  

 
Throughout the duration of this 
project, wayfinding around our 
campus will be altered due to the 
closure of the narthex. Sunday 
services and all other activities will 
resume as regularly scheduled, but 
access will be altered. Signage will 
clearly indicate where to go, and 
which areas will be closed off.  
 

Continued on page 4 
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Young at Heart 

 

Oktoberfest 
Saturday, October 20 
4:00-7:00 PM 

Our annual Oktoberfest will 
feature delicious dinner, family-
friendly fun, music, and beer & 
wine tastings. Home-brew 
entries are welcome for the 
home-brew contest! 
Tickets must be purchased in advance at 
www.ascensioncharlotte.org or contact the church 
office. Adults, $10 dinner & beer/wine, $8 dinner 
only; children 5-12, $5; children under 5 free. 
 

Coffee with Jesus 
Lecto Divina (Google it!)  

 
Work or live Uptown? Have coffee with the boss!  
 
No studying, big words, or theological concepts. Just 
time with one another and the Lord. 
 
Tuesdays at 7:00 AM, at Central Coffee Co., 1700 
Camden Rd. 
 

Young at Heart 2018-19 
 

Young at Heart 
is our Circuit’s 
social group for 
seniors. 
Meetings are on 
Thursdays at 
11:30am for 
seniors 60 years 

or more. Please join us and bring a sandwich. The 
host church will provide beverages and a side dish. 
 
The programs being offered are as follows: 
 
December 6 @ Ascension Lutheran Church – Mark 
Johanson will provide organ and piano selections and 
lead a Christmas “sing-a-long”. 
 
March 7 @ Resurrection Church – Speaker will be 
Missionary. 
 
June 6 @ Prince of Peace Lutheran Church – Attorney 
Steve Meier from Ascension will present information 
on “Planning for End of Life and After Death”.   
 
 

 

Ascension @ Prayer is a weekly 

devotional resource that includes discussion on the 
topic or theme of the weekly Sunday service and hymn 
of the day. 
 
Check out our weekly video chat with Pastor Steve and 
Mark Johanson, found on our YouTube channel! 
www.youtube.com/ALCcharlotte 

 

Sunday Worship: 

8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
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It Takes a Village 
 

Mark W. Johanson, Minister of Music 

Sunday School at Ascension 
recently began its Fall 
season, and the number of 
children attending has been 
very encouraging. Granted, it 
should always be about 
quality rather than quantity, 
but if a healthy number of 
children show up, we’ll take 
‘em!  
 
On Sunday, September 9, we 
recognized our Sunday 
School teachers in both worship services. These 
individuals, along with the leadership who support 
them, are so vital to the growth and faith development 
of the children at Ascension Lutheran Church. We are 
entrusted with these young 
people, from ages 2 (yes, we have 
some young ones!) through 
grade 12, but the responsibility 
should not rest solely on the 
shoulders of the teachers. No, 
indeed. 
 
One of my favorite “Wee Sing” 
Bible songs, which I use regularly 
with our Sunday school children, 
admonishes the youngsters: 
 

Oh, be careful, little eyes, what you see, 
Oh, be careful, little eyes, what you see, 

For the Father up above is looking down with love, 
So be careful, little eyes, what you see.  

 
The remaining verses admonish our other extremities 
and organs to be careful in appropriate ways (feet, 
hands, ears, etc.). 
 
Despite this song being intended for young children, I 
wonder if we could add on a few verses that might be 
more relevant to adults, verses that might admonish all 
of us—including those of us who do not have children 
enrolled in Sunday school—to be careful, that we do not 
encourage our young people to adopt behaviors that 
may lead them away from the Church, from Christ.  
 

If the Sunday school teachers were the only ones who 
were responsible to raise up these young people, we 
would be in serious trouble, to say nothing of the young 
people! 
 

Continued on page 4 

 
 

The Ascension Lutheran Soup Kitchen serves a free, 
hot meal to our community every Tuesday from 11:30 
AM-12:30 PM in Luther Hall. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Consider volunteering at the Soup Kitchen! We always 
need helpers with the following tasks: 
 
Cooking & Food Prep: 7:00-10:00 AM 
Serving a Table: 11:00 AM-12:30 PM 
Clean-Up & Dishes: 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
 
Please email or call Stu Nichols if interested in 
helping: 
stunichols865@gmail.com or 704-562-7151 
 
 

Organ 
Recital 
September 23 
3:00 PM 

Organist Jonathan 
Rudy will present an 
organ recital at 
Ascension Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, 
September 23 at 3:00 
PM. Mr. Rudy 
recently won First and 
Audience prizes in the 
National Young 

Artists Competition in Organ Performance. He has 
also been a finalist in the National Organ Playing 
Competition in Fort Wayne, IN, and received Second 
Prize in the Regional Competition for Young Organists 
in 2011.  
 
This recital is free and open to the public; no tickets 
required. A freewill offering will be collected to support 
the music ministry at Ascension Lutheran Church. 
 
This recital is made possible by a generous grant from 
the Ascension Lutheran Church Endowment Fund. 

 

Beginning 
September 9: 

 
Choir of Boys 
and Girls 
(grades 1-5) 
 
Sundays following 
11 AM Worship 
Room 203 
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Minister of Music’s Article (continued from page 3) 
 
We all, whether we have children or not, are responsible for 
encouraging the growth and development of the children at 
Ascension. You don’t need to be a parent or a Sunday school 
teacher to raise up and encourage children. One way to 
support our young people is to consider signing up to be a 
Secret Spiritual Sponsor (SSS). Jen Creech, our youth 
director, coordinates this project where adults anonymously 
pray for and give support for our young people in their lives. 
It’s a fantastic part of our youth ministry, and I encourage 
you to try it this year. 
 
Another way is simply to set an example for young people 
by being present and involved in worship at Ascension. 
Relying on someone else to usher, greet, read, or assist 
denies the gifts that God has given to you (“I’ve done my 
time” is an invalid and pathetic excuse for not serving God). 
Especially during this narthex renovation project, we can all 
set an example to our young people by stepping up to the 
plate and serving the worship life of our church. 
 
Together as a people of God, let’s take responsibility of 
raising our young people and encouraging them in their lives 
as they walk with Christ.  
 

Church Picnic a Success 
Congratulations to John Henry, Dessert 
Contest Winner! 

Many thanks to everyone who helped make our annual 
church picnic a great success! Whether you grilled, set 
up tents, or simply came and enjoyed the food, we 
appreciate everything that everyone did to make it a 
successful event. 
 
Congratulations to John Henry, who won the dessert 
contest! John’s entry was grandma’s famous 
chocolate  cake. Delicious! 
 

 

 

Narthex Renovation Article (continued from page 1) 
 
Access to the sanctuary will be from the exterior “Luther 
Hall” entranceway. This alternate entrance will be clearly 
marked with temporary banners and signage.  
 
Restrooms will be on the lower level (Luther Hall), 
accessible via the elevator.  
 
The rear doors of the sanctuary (the ones we usually use on 
Sunday morning) will only be used when evacuation of the 
sanctuary is necessary. Otherwise, the area will be closed 
off to all persons. This is primarily for safety, as this will be 
a construction zone.  
 
Coffee and fellowship will take place before each service in 
Luther Hall. All adults are encouraged to remain in Luther 
Hall for Bible Class, or to Taylor Hall Board Room for the 
Women’s Bible Class. 
 
Sunday School for children and youth will take place in the 
usual classrooms, but everyone will use the main entrance 
to the Education Building via God’s Garden (brick patio 
area).  
 
We encourage parents to use our professionally-staffed 
nursery in Room 101 of the Education Building. The 
worship service will be live-streamed into the Nursery so 
parents who need to step out can still hear and see the 
service. 
 
Ushers and greeters will be prepared to greet you, help you 
find your way, and make your Sunday morning experience 
a blessing. During this construction project, we ask 
everyone to be on the lookout for guests who may not know 
what’s going on, and to help them find their way as needed.  
 
We will periodically update the congregation with photos 
and information about the project on our Instagram and 
Facebook pages. Please follow us on those platforms! 
 
 

Stephen Ministry 
 
Stephen Ministry provides care by bringing God’s 
love to hurting people. It does not replace pastoral 
care, but extends it by providing the presence of a 
Christian friend who is a lay person in the 
congregation. 
 
If you would like to discuss the 
possibility of meeting with a Stephen 
Minister, please contact the Church 
Office. 
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Vision Planning 
Robin Domeier, Chair, Lay Ministry 

 

“I visualized where I wanted to be, what kind 
of player I wanted to become. I knew exactly 
where I wanted to go, and I focused on 
getting there.” — Michael Jordan  

 
Michael Jordan and other elite athletes practice what’s 
called mental visualization. They picture a desired result 
and then envision how to achieve it. When Jordan would 
hit a game-winning jump shot, he wasn’t surprised 
because he had already pictured himself making that 
shot in his mind.  
  
In the coming months, Ascension will begin doing some 
envisioning of its own.   

  

Why is having a vision important? A vision allows us to 
look forward to that thing it is we think God wants us to 
do. A vision focuses us on how we will complete our 
mission – and two thousand years ago Jesus gave us that 
mission: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19).  And we know 
there is work to be done because Ephesians 2:10 tells us 
as much: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.”   

  

So how do we agree upon a vision? Together. The board 
of Lay Ministry will determine the unique 
identity of our congregation through prayer, discussion 
and feedback from the congregation. Who are we? What 
do we value? What are our strengths and what are our 
aspirations? The board of Lay Ministry will also clarify the 
needs of our unique mission field. The world is a big 
place; what are we called to do in our corner of it?  
 

Once we answer those questions, we can see how we fit 
in that mission field and develop a vision statement — 
what God wants us to be. From there we can answer 
specifically what we think God wants us to do. And along 
each step of this journey, we will take wide, diverse 
samplings of the congregation to see what you have to 
say, because this is not one person’s vision. Nor is this 
Lay Ministry’s vision. This needs to be Ascension’s 
vision.   
 

Continued on page 6 
 
 

Family Game Night 
Saturday, September 22 

Bring your 
favorite game 
and a snack to 
share as we 
gather for 
another fun 
Family Game 
Night! We’ll meet 
in Luther Hall at 
4:30 PM for 

games. This event is hosted by Ascension’s Women’s 
Ministry. Everyone is welcome to attend! 
 

SMP Program 
Specific Ministry Pastor Program 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod now offers a 
program for men who are feeling called to serve as a 
pastor but who might be unable to attend seminary 
in St. Louis or Fort Wayne. Pastor Ron Wiese, our 
Circuit Visitor, is prepared to share information about 
this program with anyone who may be interested. He 
may be reached at 803-547-1160 or 
pastorronwiese@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Carolina Pro Musica Concert 
Sunday, October 21, 3:00 PM 

 
Heralded as “a fresh 
bouquet of 18th 
century delights that 
no other symphonic 
or chamber group in 
town can deliver”, 
Carolina Pro Musica is 
an early music 

ensemble performing works of the 18th century and 
prior on period instruments.  
 
Carolina Pro Musica will give a concert at Ascension. 
Suggested donation: $10 adults, $5 children.  
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Sunday School & Adult 
Classes : Fall 2018 

Classes Every Sunday, 9:45 AM 
 
For the most up-to-date calendar of classes, please 
refer to the weekly bulletin. 
 
Children’s Sunday School Classes: 
Mrs. Patia Bowman, Sunday School Superintendent 
 
Grade  Instructor   Room 
Preschool Mrs. Melanie Broome  111 
K-1  Mrs. Stacey Fernandez 112 
2-3  Mrs. Kim Strout  107 
4-5  Mrs. Ruth Pilsbury  105 
 
6-8  Rev. Steven Newberg  209 
(Confirmation) 
 
9-12  Ms. Jennifer Creech  201 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes: 
Elizabeth Marquardt, Chair of Education 
 
Subject   Instructor Location  
“Angels & Demons” Paula Henry Board Room 
 
Cherubim. Angel of the Lord. Satan. Come learn not just 
the “what” but the “why” in the context of Lutheran 
teaching. 
 

Adult Bible Class   Luther Hall 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 2 

Important financial details, including the approval of 
the 2019 budget, will be discussed at this meeting in 
December. Members of Ascension, your attendance is 
important to the future of this church. 
 
This meeting will begin following the 11:00 AM service. 

 

 

 
Lay Ministry article (continued from page 5) 
 
Truthfully, the vision-setting process is going to be as 
important as the actual vision statement cast on paper. We 
can begin thinking about the future of Ascension beyond the 
next Sunday or season, and thinking about its identity. We 
can evaluate which practices and ministries fit and don’t fit 
with who we are and what we hope to be. We probably won’t 
have 100 percent agreement on our final vision statement — 
and that’s OK. The words are there to help us develop the 
same picture in our minds.  
  

So go ahead, close your eyes. Begin to dream of what 
Ascension can be. Then be prepared to tell us what you see.  

 

Harvest Home Celebrations 
Traditional Fall Celebrations at Circuit 
Churches 

Several of the congregations in our Circuit host annual 
Harvest Home Festivals, with music, guest speakers, 
food, and various events to celebrate the coming of the 
Fall season. These traditional events are a wonderful 
way to celebrate with other Lutherans in our Circuit, 
worship with them in their local setting, and share in 
fellowship.  
 
Sunday, September 16, 11:00 AM 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
3001 Beatties Ford Rd., Charlotte 
 
Sunday, October 14 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
2400 Ward Ave., Concord 
 
Sunday, October 21 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 
204 N. Little Texas Rd., Kannapolis 
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New Website Design 
www.ascensioncharlotte.org 

 
Our online presence has recently been refreshed, and 
we encourage you to take a look at this website! 
 
Our new website design is geared primarily for guests 
and visitors, with helpful, concise information about 
Sunday worship, the Soup Kitchen, and various ways to 
get in touch and stay updated about church activities. 
 
Our social media presence is the place where our more 
day-to-day information will be shared, such as 
photographs of missions and service, exciting updates 
about projects (including the Narthex!), and other such 
information. On our website home page, you’ll find 
links to our social media platforms, including 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. 
 
You can view the weekly bulletin and Table Talk from the 
“Connect” tab at the top of the screen. Click 
“Publications,” then select what you’d like to see. 

 

 
Our website also has a “member’s section” that 
displays membership information including a 
directory. We will be contacting you soon to provide you 
with membership login information. 
 
 

 
Lay Ministry article (continued from page 5) 
 
Truthfully, the vision-setting process is going to be as 
important as the actual vision statement cast on paper. We 
can begin thinking about the future of Ascension beyond the 
next Sunday or season, and thinking about its identity. We 
can evaluate which practices and ministries fit and don’t fit 
with who we are and what we hope to be. We probably won’t 
have 100 percent agreement on our final vision statement — 
and that’s OK. The words are there to help us develop the 
same picture in our minds.  
  

So go ahead, close your eyes. Begin to dream of what 
Ascension can be. Then be prepared to tell us what you see.  

 

 

 



 

 8 

 

September 2018 
For the most up-to-date calendar, please visit www.ascensioncharlotte.org. 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 

2 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

3 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

4 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
8pm AA Meeting 

5 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 

6 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

7 8 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 

9 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

10 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

11 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
8pm AA Meeting 

12 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 

13 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

14 15 
8am Men's Club 
11am Shirley 
Brown Memorial 
Service 

16 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

17 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

18 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
8pm AA Meeting 

19 
Organ Tuning 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

20 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 22 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 
4:30pm Game 
Night 

23 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
3pm Organ Recital 
- Jonathan Rudy 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

24 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

25 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
7am Soup Kitchen 
Preparation 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
8pm AA Meeting 

26 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

27 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

28 
6pm AGO Organ 
Progressive Dinner 
& Recital 
 

29 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 

30 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
6pm Abutment 
Group 
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October 2018 
For the most up-to-date calendar, please visit www.ascensioncharlotte.org. 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  
1 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

2 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
7am Soup Kitchen 
Preparation 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
7pm Charlotte 
Chorale 
8pm AA Meeting 

3 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

4 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

5 6 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 

7 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
12:15pm Children's 
Choir Rehearsals 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

8 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

9 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
7am Soup Kitchen 
Preparation 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
7pm Charlotte 
Chorale 
8pm AA Meeting 

10 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

11 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 13 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 

14 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
12:15pm Children's 
Choir Rehearsals 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

15 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

16 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
7am Soup Kitchen 
Preparation 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
7pm Charlotte 
Chorale 
8pm AA Meeting 

17 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

18 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 20 
8am Men's Club 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 
4pm Oktoberfest 

21 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
12:15pm Children's 
Choir Rehearsals 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

22 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

23 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
7am Soup Kitchen 
Preparation 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
7pm Charlotte 
Chorale 
8pm AA Meeting 

24 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

25 
6:30pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

26 27 
9am 7th Day 
Adventist 

28 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School 
11am Worship 
12pm Abundant 
Life 
12:15pm Children's 
Choir Rehearsals 
6pm Abutment 
Group 

29 
6pm CM 
Anonymous 

30 
7am Coffee with 
Jesus 
7am Soup Kitchen 
Preparation 
11:30am Soup 
Kitchen Meal 
7pm 7th Day 
Adventist 
7pm Charlotte 
Chorale 
8pm AA Meeting 

31 
7am Men's Bible 
Study 
7am Men's North 
Bible Study 
10am Women's 
Bible Study 

   

  


