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AUDITIONS FOR 

“COTTON PATCH GOSPEL”! 
(When Jesus was born in Georgia…) 

 

 Asbury Memorial Theatre will be holding auditions for their next production, Cotton 
Patch Gospel.  Cotton Patch is a musical based on the “Cotton Patch” books by Clarence 

Jordan.  The music and lyrics were written by the late Harry Chapin. 

 Auditions will be held at Asbury on Monday, January 13, and Tuesday, January 14, at 
6:30 p.m.  Come prepared with a song to sing.  The style music of the show is bluegrass.  If 

you play guitar or other bluegrass instrument, please let us know at the audition. 

 The performance dates are February 28 – March 2 and March 7 – March 9.  For more 

information, call Billy Hester at (912) 354-4584. 

 

“BIG” Coffee Hour on January 5th 
 

We’ll have our BIG Coffee Hour after church on January 5th.  If you 
are able, please bring food items to share with others.  You may drop 

them off in the kitchen when you arrive at church.  Thanks!!! 

 

Shekhinah Spiral & Mayberry Bible Study Combine on Jan. 12th 
 

Shekhinah Spiral will be meet a week earlier than they normally do and after church will join the folks 

of The Mayberry Study on January 12.  Both groups are invited to bring a Covered Dish to share with 

others for lunch.  Or as Andy would say, “Bring some of Aunt Bee’s good home cookin’!” 

10 O’clock Hour in January! 

Paint the Stars Every Sunday! 
 

  Join us for this exciting new study that’s brought to us 

  by the folks who gave us “Living the Questions.”  The 

  series explores the communion of science and faith 

and explores the promise of evolutionary Christian spirituality that has been gaining momen-

tum in thoughtful circles of Christians across the globe. 



 

1st  Alyn Campbell 

     Dana Savidge 

4th  Elizabeth Jackson 

5th  Mary Prokop 

     Liam Steffen 

6th  Kelli Horton 

     Angie Jenkins 

8th  Gabriel Beauchamp 

10th Emily Mathis 

     Neal Saye 

     Ricky Waddell 

11th Carlton Angell 

     Parker Hall 

     Mary Catherine     

       Jensen 

     Henry White 

12th Sally Nicholson 

14th Candace Jenkins 

     Shirley Jenkins 

15th Charles Strain 

     Phil Wagner 

16th Robbie Jenkins 

     Charles Smith 

     Diane Williamson 

17th Cheri Hester 

     Jean Hester 

     Lawrence Hyde 

     Ginger Veitinger 

18th Candice Parsons 

19th Sean Dycus 

     Kate Strain 
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20th Kitty Diefenbach 

     Sanford Jones 

     Rachel Wozniak 

21st Mark Albee 

22nd Ray Ellis 

     Joseph Zeigler 

23rd Pat Alley 

     Mike Collins 

24th Tom Davis 

     Kevin Strong 

     Anne Westbrook 

25th John Jensen 

     Dylan Richards 

27th KT Aull 

     Kathryn Murph 

28th Debbie Anderson 

29th Koel Strong 

30th Charlie Colvin 

     Ryker Colvin 

31st Rebecca Dayoub 

     Nell Hagins 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

Having a Birthday? Let us know when! Sign 
up on the main bulletin board between the 
nurseries or call the office at 233-4351.  

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

January 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

01/05  Ryan and Pam Boland 

01/17  Larry and Jackie Fall 

01/28  Joe and Cheri Drake 

Dear friends at Asbury Memorial, 

The family of Margaret Fennell 

Judy would like to acknowledge 

both grateful appreciation, your 

kind expression of sympa-

thy..including your prayers and 

the beautiful flowers.  We are 

still saddened by her loss, but it 

is a comfort to know you are 

Bob’s church family.  

Flowers are always a treat---and 
yours really helped me feel so much 
better.  What a drug they are--and 
the effect lasts so long! 

I love my church and all they mean 
to me.  Thanks always, 

            Connie Coleman 



 

 
. 

THANK GOD It’s Youth 

 

Children’s Church Leaders 
 

 

Grades K—3rd  

Tom & Betsy Davis 

Subs: Ellie Covington & Ashley Bolfik 

 

 

Grades 4th—6th 

January 5th: 

Candace Jenkins & Cathie Jorgensen  

January 12th: 

Kate Strain & Rebecca Burkhart 

January 19th: 

KT Aull & Andrea Harrelson 

January 26th: 

Debbie Eason & Betsy Woodward 

 

 

Nursery Volunteers 

 

January 5 

Gail Graham, Nancy Cvetan 

January 12 

Marie Stark, Linda Ostrow 
 

January 19 

Mary Ann Donahue,  Miriam & Madelyn 

McCord 
 

January 26 

Ellie Covington, Phil Devlin 

 
Nursery services are provided for preschool children for the 

programs and services on Sundays and Wednesdays. 

Our nursery co-coordinators, Lindsey & Whitney Braddock, are 

always looking for volunteers.  If you would like to volunteer in 

our nursery, please call the church office. 

Thank you! 

January Schedule 
 

Wednesday, 1st - No TGIY 

Wednesday, 8th - 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Wednesday, 15th - 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Wednesday, 22nd - 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Wednesday, 29th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 

If you have any questions or need any information about our youth program, 

please contact Laura Angell, Youth Director, by email: lauraangell64@gmail.com 

T G I Y  T i m e s  
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Again:   

Studies in Genesis Any one and Acts" 
Epworth By The Sea 

St. Simons Island,  13-16, 2013 

 Studies Being Offered 

              When Christians Get It Wrong 
                  Adam Hamilton Study 

                  Led by Rev. Grady Mills 
Tuesdays, January 7 through February 11, 2014 

7:00 - 8:30 PM 
When Christians are Unchristian; Christians, Science, and Politics; When Speaking of 
Other Religions; When Bad Things Happen; In Dealing with Homosexuality; God and 

Public Schools 
Following Jesus can be more about open doors than locked fences, more about serv-

ing people than judging them, more about joyful living than angry fighting. 
Are Christians turning people off from Christ?  

 

The Mayberry Bible Study 
Sunday,  January 12th after Coffee Hour, facilitator Mary Pulwarty 

The Mayberry Bible Study meets the second Sunday of every month after church. Our next 

meeting will be January 12, 2014.  Shekhinah Spiral will join us this month. 

In this group we discuss practical applications of daily life with relevant scriptures based on 

biblical teachings. During our sessions we watch an episode of The Andy Griffith Show. Af-

ter each episode we discuss the behaviors of the characters. Does their behavior reflect 

poorly or positively, from a Christian point of view? We find ourselves laughing at the an-

tics of Andy, Barney, Opie, Aunt Bee, and all the other citizens of Mayberry. Sometimes we 

even see a reflection of ourselves.  

If you love vintage TV you will love this bible study. We encourage you to join us. All you need is a sense of 

humor, a bible, and a covered dish to share!  

“Our Time” 

A Small Group for Parents with Young Children 
Being a parent of young children is a unique and challenging chapter in one's life. Asbury has 

created a group called Our Time, where parents with young children can come together once 

a month, drop off the kids at the nursery, enjoy a potluck meal and fellowship while discussing 

Richard Rohr's book Everything Belongs.  If you're interested in learning more about this 

group or want to get involved, contact Ruthie or Nick Deffley at rdurandeffley@gmail.com or 

nicholasdeffley@gmail.com or join us on the 4th Friday of the month.   

 
  Reconciling Ministries Network Event 

After Coffee Hour 

On January 5 at 1:30 P.M. 

Film, “Love Free or Die” 

After Coffee Hour on January 5, we will be gathering in the sanctuary to 
watch the film, Love Free or Die, a documentary on Gene Robinson, the 

openly gay bishop who set a precedent in New Hampshire state politics, 
and the battle for LGBT people to receive full acceptance in the faith.  All 

are invited to attend – it starts at 1:30 p.m.  If you have any questions, 
contact Lance Wilhelm at lance.j.wilhelm@gmail.com 

mailto:rdurandeffley@gmail.com
mailto:nicholasdeffley@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

 

The Busy Bees want to thank Wayne Bland for his order of 10 clown dolls.  Pictured is 

Wayne, his daughter Carlyn Maddox and grandchildren, Ava Katherine and James 

Wayne Maddox. 

Coming in February… 

Sign up in January… 

A Study for Men 
Using Richard Rohr’s “Falling Upward” 

A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life 
 

We have long needed to offer the opportunity for men to 

gather together to study, share, and grow.   We’re excited 

about this new study that will start in February and will take 

place on Thursday evenings at the church.  Two books will be 

used:  Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward and A Companion Journal. 

The total for both books is $25. 

For more information or to register for the study, please contact Dwight Campbell at 

936-307-1334 or dcampbell58@gmail.com  Rev. Hester will also be participating in the 

study and highly recommends it for the men of Asbury.  This should be a rich and trans-

forming experience. 



 

Savannah music phenom 
Effie Mydell sharing gifts 

By Marcus E. Howard, Savannah Morning News 

Effie Mydell has played the violin in London, Edinburgh, Sweden 

and France, to name a few places, but the 26-year-old chose to re-

turn home to Savannah to continue her passion for music. 

Mydell returned three months ago after completing her studies in 

London, where she earned a music degree from Goldsmiths Col-

lege, University of London and a master’s degree in music educa-

tion from Kingston University. Her love for music led her to become a teacher at Sponsors of New and Tal-

ented Artists (SONATA). 

The job itself is another homecoming because SONATA, a local classical music scholarship program, is where 

the classically trained musician earned a scholarship and grew as a performer. She was a there for six years, one 

of the youngest students, and credits it with nurturing her budding musical interests. 

“She could now be in a symphony orchestra anywhere in the country, but she chose to return to Savannah and 

give back by teaching at SONATA and other young violinists of our city,” said Lillian Ellis, founding president 

of SONATA. 

Mydell was practically born to play music. 

At least that’s the family tale surrounding her birth, at which her father apparently blasted music by Italian com-

poser Antonio Vivaldi throughout the delivery room. Joseph Mydell is a Savannah native who works as an ac-

tor in Britain and Mydell’s mother, Sandra, is a retired social worker who moved to London with her daughter. 

“That’s what I came out listening to was Vivaldi,” Mydell said. “Ever since I was young that’s what I’ve lis-

tened to — classical music. My parents are classical enthusiasts.” 

Mydell counts Mozart, Rachmaninoff and Moller among her classical music idols. 

She was 8 years old when she first picked up a violin and began playing. It was Little Lulu, a comic strip and 

cartoon character, she says, that initially motivated her to play the instrument. From that point, she was enrolled 

in private lessons. She was already a perfectionist when she arrived at SONATA, said Ellis. 

“I really started taking it seriously when I was 14,” recalled Mydell, sitting in her studio at the Savannah Musi-

cians Institute. “Portman’s had a concerto competition and I won that. I think that’s when it really kicked in 

that, ‘Hey, I really want to do this.’” 

Following SONATA, Mydell for three years attended Johnson High School, where she was enrolled in the In-

ternational Baccalaureate and played clarinet in the marching band. But for her senior year she chose to move to 

England, where she finished her secondary education at the Colchester Institute in Essex. 

Though she’d visited every other summer, living full-time in England required a bit of an adjustment, Mydell 

said, from the busier pace of life to the often overcast and brisk weather. But that all seemed well worth it, in 

exchange for the opportunity to tap into the vast reservoirs of world-renowned musical talent and venues that is 

London. 

“You had easy access to all of the great orchestras; everyone came to London to do concerts,” said Mydell, who 

speaks with a faint British accent. “(Itzhak) Perlman, the violist, is one of my idols and I saw him perform 

there. You get to see the London Philharmonic Orchestra and London Symphony Orchestra. It’s just great to be 

around such a busy city as well.” 

While abroad, Mydell performed with various ensembles at Queen Elizabeth Hall, Royal Opera House and 

London’s famed Jazz Cafe. She also played the prestigious Edinburgh Festival in Scotland and Sweden’s 

Båstad Chamber Music Festival. 

But the classroom, Mydell believes, is where her gift is needed the most right now. 

“I know not a lot of people, especially from Savannah, are able to travel and have the opportunities that I had,” 

she said. “But I thought, after gaining all the experience that I got over there and being able to study with some 

amazing musicians, I could pass down my knowledge and what I was given to kids.” 

http://savannahnow.com/authors/marcus-e-howard


 

 

Start the New Year with Breema 

January 4th—10 am till noon 

“Mr. Duffy Lives a short distance from his body” 
This James Joyce quote rings familiar to most people.    Though, we may not realize the disconnection 
as we rush around  overextended or as we veg out in exhaustion.   The Asbury Breema class welcomes 
you in the pursuit of finding balance and peace of mind.  Join us the first Saturday of each month to re-
lax, to be nurtured and to learn ways to calm our minds and to find connection with ourselves..   Laura 
Ike, our seasoned Breema teacher is delighted with the receptive students at Asbury and looks forward 
to ongoing Breema classes in 2014. 
There are no special skills required. There is no charge for the class, a donation jar is available for ex-
penses such as instruction sheets, etc.  The class is the first Saturday from 10 - 12 in the social 
hall.  Bring socks and a yoga mat (if you have one). Call Tricia Richardson with questions.....658-5592 

Wednesday Night Suppers  
 

    Wednesday Night Suppers start back January 29th.  We have the dates, but not the 

    menu.  Look for Reservation forms and the menu in January on the web and in  

    your Sunday Bulletin 
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL 
 

 

 We extend our love and sympathy to 
Carrie Collins and family in the death of 
her cousin, Alberta Hatten. 

 
 We extend our love and sympathy to Ken, 

Annette, Solon and Rose Carter and family 
in the death of Ken and Annette’s 
granddaughter, Solon and Rose’s niece, 
Khloey Allen. 

 
 We extend our love and sympathy to 

Janet, Steve, Claudia, Phil and Jack 
Wagner, Annna King and family in the 
death of Janet’s mother, Lanier King. 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Members 
 

Jean Butcher, Anita Clay, Kathy Consentino, Jack 

Davenport, Keira Davenport, Carter Drake, Chris-

tina Focht, Gay Gwinner, Maurice Gwinner, Nell 

Hagins, Chase Harrison, Geoff Harrison, Nanci 

Hartland, Betty Hohnerlein, Dewey Hooper, Sr., 

May Johnson,  Judith Kessler, Elizabeth Lariscy, 

Brenda Mills, Charlie Monson, Frances Monson, 

Marie Parker, Dylan Richards, Caroline Smith, Mina 

Smith, Cabell Stewart, Jean Stewart, Dot Wallace, 

Renee Williams, Diane Williamson 

Family & Friends 
 

Roger and Donna Ball, Ham Biggar, Marion Black-

well, Polly Brooks, Chayron Charlton, Betty Cooper, 

Alicia Crowder-White, Martha Ellzey, Caleb Flagg, 

Wyatt Flagg, Joshua Flowers, Tony Gutierrez, Car-

men Higgins, Erin Holt, Archie Iodice, Mark Kelso, 

Jeanie Knight, Isaac Lamertsen, Kathy New, Freddy 

Ogunkoya, “Buck” Page, Margaret Page, Cari Pyler, 

Darcy Ray, Donna Reynolds, Dell Shore, Liam 

Steffen, Roxie Storie, Harlan Sullins, Lorin Waters, 

Ruth Wilson, Brad Winters, Jim Wamboldt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M EM O RI A L  

 
A Gift has been given to the  

“Celebrate the Joy” Fund 
in memory of Mary Ellen Tippins  

By Joan Hester Byrd 
 

A Gift has been given to the  
“Celebrate the Joy” Fund 

in memory of Chris Wilburn  
by Charles and Angelle Reichert. 

 
A Gift has been given to the  

“Emergency” Fund 
in memory of Lanier King  

by John Naylor and David Grice. 
 

A Gift has been given to the  
“Choir” Fund in memory of Raymond R. 

Smith, my husband; Marvin and 
Saramina Grimm , my parents  

by Mina Grimm Smith. 
 

 

H O NO RA RI U M  

 
A Gift has been given to the  

“Hester Education” Fund in gratitude 
upon our wedding day 

by Jennifer and Joshua Lindsay. 
 

A Gift has been given to the  
“Choir ” Fund in honor of Virginia 

Holliday’s birthday  
by Joan Hester Byrd. 



 

2013 Budget Offering 
 

November 24th - $10,100.00 

December 1st - $8,141.50 

December 8th - $9,774.50 

December 15th - $12,251.00 

December 22nd - TBA 

December 29th - TBA 
 

Budget Need to Date  

$445,800.50 
 

Received to Date  

$441,015.19 
 

Weekly Budget Need  

$8,916.01 
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Chair Name Plate 
 

As we worship on Sundays, how meaningful it 
is to see the name of a loved one etched into a 
name-plate on one of our beautiful sanctuary 
chairs.  If you would like to remember or honor 
a Loved One in a special way, complete an 
order form and turn it into the church office.  
Forms are available in the church narthex and 
the office.  Please turn in a completed form to 
the office.  The cost is $250.00.  The funds are 
used for the upkeep and maintenance of the 
sanctuary. 
 

(Two examples of nameplates for the chairs.) 

Elizabeth Lariscy 

A Southern Lady 

By R. Ward 

In Loving Memory 

of 

Dix Elliott 

 
 

Mission Moments January 2014 

 

A big thank you to Linda Edwards, for handling our 
Christmas Gift Program for the woman and children 

of the Woman’s Shelter at Wesley Community 

Center. 

 

I am looking for volunteers who can assist people 

with some renovations to their homes. It could be 

painting a room, or a front door., repairing a faucet, 

replacing a door handle or something as simple as 

changing a light bulb. Three families have been sug-

gested as needing our help. If you would be willing 

to assist in reaching out to our neighbors please 

contact Margaret Cook Levy at 

margcook@earthlink.net or calling me at 912-598-

0558. We will need money for supplies so you can 

make a donation to the church marked home re-

pairs or give it to Margaret Cook Levy, or Claudette 

in the church office. 

 

January and February we will be collecting items for 

hygiene kits to send to our Global Ministries Part-

ners for distribution around the world. With disas-

ters like the recent typhoon in the Philippines these 

kits are in short supply. Imagine yourself being res-

cued with nothing but the clothes on your back, and 

being given a kit as you walk through a door to 

safety. 

 

The Kits items are placed in a 1 gallon zip lock bags 

and include: 

  hand towel 16x28 
 washcloth 

 bar of bath-sized soap 

 toothbrush 

 metal finger nail clippers  

 6 standard band aids 

 wide tooth comb 

The hand towels are the most expensive item so 

please shop around for the best prices.  All dona-

tions may be left in the baskets on the stage in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Any questions contact Margaret Cook Levy at 

margcook@earthlink.net. 

mailto:margcook@earthlink.net
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to the  

“Celebrate the Joy” (Renovation) Fund, the Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education Fund, the 

Trustees Fund, or the General Fund.  

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Office Manager at 233-4351 or email to church@asburymemorial.org 

Office hours are 9 AM to 2 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2014 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $60.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128 

INT.ID 206896 

Office 233-4351  Fax 233-5026 

www.asburymemorial.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Mission Statement:  

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 

talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 

our community. 


