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“BIG COFFEE HOUR” June 7th 

Please join your Asbury Family after the service for food and fellow-
ship on Sunday, June 7th, for our BIG COFFEE Hour.  If you are able, 
please bring food to share with others.  You can drop your food 

items off in the kitchen when you arrive on Sunday.  Thanks! 

Honoring Jan on June 7th 

Rev. Jan Durham will be retiring from the South Georgia Conference during the Annual 
Conference the first week of June.  We don’t want Jan to retire from us, but we do want to 
honor her for the years she has served the Conference in ministry.  Please join us after 
the worship service for a reception in her honor on Sunday, June 7th.  Since it is our “Big” 

Coffee Hour week, you are invited to bring food items for this great celebration. 

A Message from the Georgia Teacher of the Year 

Of course, we all know the Georgia Teacher of the Year simply as “Ernie.”  Ernie Lee will 
be traveling a lot this year due to his new title as he attends events, makes speeches, etc.  
We, however, get to hear him first!  On June 14th, Ernie will be bringing us the Sunday 
message.  Hope you will be at church on the 14th to hear what Ernie has to share about 

his life and his faith. 

Asbury Hires Church Consultant, Paul Nixon  

In recent years, members of our Church Council have discussed the 
need to develop a long range plan for Asbury Memorial.  This plan 
would involve looking at questions like: How does Asbury continue 
to grow and have a dynamic ministry in an unchurched culture?  
What are our goals for the next 5, 7, 10 years?  To help guide us in 
this process, the Director of Congregational Development for our 
Conference, Rev. Tim Bagwell, suggested we contact Paul Nixon of 
“Epicenter” in Washington D.C.  After talking to Paul and checking 
references, our Church Council unanimously voted to hire Paul as a 
consultant for a year.  Over the summer, Paul will collect information 
about our church and community.  He will visit us in October or November.  We need all of 
our members to be involved in this process, so we will keep you posted as we take this 
journey together with Paul.  In the mean time, we encourage you to read some of Paul’s 
books.  We especially encourage you to read his book, I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church 
which you can easily get through Amazon or Kindle.   If you would like to know more 
about Paul’s company Epicenter, it’s web address is: www.epicentergroup.org.  This is an 

exciting time for our church, and we look forward to where God leads us. 



 

1st  Jackie Fall 

       Roger Oliver 

2nd  Jan Durham 

        Amy Povie 

3rd  Lorrelle Carter-

Walter 

       Catherine Gilbert 

       Colin Harrison 

       Betty Perry   

4th  James Braddock 

       Shane Conner 

       Trina Dunn 

5th  Andrew Foster 

       Kathy Hodges 

       Nina Newkirk 

8th  Jeff Follett 

        Anne Hagan 

9th  Charles Ennis 

       Chuck Long 

       Tom Nease, Jr. 

10th Caleb Deffley 

        Allie Spivey 

        Jennie Wilburn 

11th Gay Gwinner 

        Carol Walls 

12th Dwight Campbell 

13th Carol Anderson 

        Linda Jensen        

        Susan Smith 
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16th Whitney Braddock 

        Ruth Foster 

        Susan Harrison 

        Arlo Hill 

17th  Grady Mills II 

         Robert McNew 

18th Wendy Ciccodicola 

         Claire Reeve 

19th Scott McCoy 

        Robert Smith, Jr. 

20th Jewel        

Nieuwstraten 

        Joe Richards 

        Jean Stewart 

21st  Vanessa Skaggs 

24th  Stephen Brighton 

         Thompson Newkirk  

25th Barbara Beam 

        Debbie Eason 

26th Spencer Luke 

27th Suzanne Becker 

        Callie Downing 

28th Naomi Brown 

        Barbara Gooby 

        Nicholas Lindsay 

        Paula Wilson 

30th Russ Kirks 

 

 

Having a Birthday? Let us know when! Call the 
office at 233-4351 or e-mail us at 
church@asbury memorial.org.  

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

June 
 

06/02—Phil & Suzanne Devlin 
06/03—Jack & Carolyn Lewis 
06/08—Bill & Connie Coleman 

06/09—Callie Downing  & Ken Hardigan 
06/09—Colin & Jackie Stewart 

06/10—Doug & Amy Povie 
06/11—Mike & Janice Collins 

06/11—Jim & Mo Dixon 
06/13—David & Gretchen Hill 

06/14—Murph & Kathryn Murph 
06/21—Harry & Rachel DeLorme 
06/23—George & Verna Enyeart 

06/26—Curtis & Cindy Hanks 
06/27—Billy & Cheri Hester 

06/30—Larry & Sherry Hines 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Second Grader Marshall Lego was 

recently promoted to the rank of 

WOLF in Cub Scouts! 

Way to go, Marshall!!! 

 



 

 
 

 

THANK GOD It’s Youth 

 

Our Youth Director, Laura Angell, is still working 

on the youth’s summer schedule.  Keep an eye out 

for texts and e-mails of events to come. 

  If you have any questions or need any information 

about our youth program, please contact Youth 

Director Laura Angell, by email: 

lauraangell64@gmail.com. 
 

T G I Y  T i m e s  
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Children’s Church Leaders 
 

Grades K—3rd  

Tom & Betsy Davis 

Subs: Ellie Covington & Ashley Bolfik-Stroud 

 

Grades 4th—6th 

June 7th: 

To be announced 

June 14th: 

Kate Strain & Suzanne Becker 

June 21st: 

KT Aull & Andrea Harrelson 

June 28th: 

Danny Adams & Kelly Limehouse 

 

 

Nursery Volunteers 

 

June 7 

Kate Brown, Christy Crisp 

 
 

June 14 

Carla Johnson, Lindsey Braddock 

 

June 21 

Rebecca Burkhart, Patrick Spivey 

 

June 28 

Phil Devlin, Linda Aiken 

 

 

Nursery services are provided for preschool 

children for the programs and services on 

Sundays and Wednesdays. 

We are always looking for volunteers.  If you 

would like to volunteer in our nursery, please 

call the church office. 



 

 

Congratulations Ernie Lee !!!! 
 

Georgia Teacher of the Year! 

 

Georgia Department of Education.org 

 3:17 p.m. Friday, May 8, 2015 

 

 Ernest William Lee, II, an International Baccalaureate History, U.S. Government 
and Civics teacher from Windsor Forest High in Savannah, has been named the 2016 
Georgia Teacher of the Year. 
 Lee was a lawyer for over 20 years before becoming a teacher.  He also worked 
as an instructor for the Georgia Departments of Revenue and Human Resources, and 
the Technical College System of Georgia, where he operated a mobile technology 
training lab, developed learning protocols and curriculum and trained newly hired 
manufacturing plant employees for new technology positions. Several events in his 
life led him to ask the question "What have you done to make a lasting and positive 
impact on the community and the lives of others?" In 2008, he started as a full-time 
substitute teacher. 
 After his time as a substitute, Lee began his educational career as a Special 
Education Inclusion teacher then moved to teaching International Baccalaureate His-
tory, U.S. Government and Civics. 
 

(They left one important statement out of the above article…) 
 

...And he is a member of Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church! 
Way to go, Ernie! 

 

 

 
Congratulations! 

 
 

Congratulations to grandfather Wayne Bland! His daughter had twins. 
Early Bland Smith weighed 6 lbs. and 7 oz. and brother River McPherson Smith weighed 6 

lbs. and 10 oz. The twins were born Thursday, May 7th, at 8:10 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. 
 

Congratulations to Peter Smith and Christopher Rizzo as they welcome their daughter, 
Mariana, born Monday, March 30th.  Proud grandmother Roberta Smith and Judith 

Kessler say the new family is all doing well. 



 

Congratulations to Our Graduates!!! 

HIGH SCHOOL 

     

Patrick Anderson 

Son of Eric & JoAnna Anderson - New Hampstead High School 

Mary Grace Brantley 

Daughter of Chris & Lauren Brantley - Savannah Arts Academy 

Jesse Follett 

Daughter of Jeff Follett, Islands High School 

Paddy Griffin 

Son of Brian and Georgia Griffin- Islands High School 

Emily Iocovozzi 

Daughter of Kim and Helen Iocovozzi - Savannah Arts Academy  

Robbie Jenkins 

Son of Chris & Candace Jenkins - Calvary Day School 

Madeline Kelso 

Daughter of Bill & Jamie Kelso - Savannah Arts Academy 

Lauren Page 

Daughter of Andy & Sharon Page - Savannah Arts Academy 

Sidney Stewart 

Granddaughter of Pat Stewart - Savannah Arts Academy 

Jordan Veitinger 

Son of Kevin & Ginger Veitinger - Savannah Arts Academy 

 

 

COLLEGE 

 

Christopher Ciccodicola 

Son of Pat & Wendy Ciccodicola - Oxford College of Emory University 

Eva Ciccodicola 

Daughter of Pat & Wendy Ciccodicola - Boston University 

Nicole Evans 

Daughter of Linda Edwards - Georgia Southern University 

Taylor Tyson 

Son of Nate and Beth Tyson - Georgia Southern University 



 

 

EDA Savannah 
 

Are you struggling with an eating disorder? Do you know somebody who might be 
battling anorexia or bulimia? 
There is help! Asbury has a support group for individuals who struggle with ano-
rexia, bulimia and/or binge eating disorder. 
Eating Disorders Anonymous meets on Monday nights from 7:30-8:30 in the choir 
room. It's an open group and everyone is welcome.  People with eating disorders 
and friends and family members of people with eating disorders are welcome to at-
tend the meetings. It is a confidential group and everything shared in the group re-
mains in the group. 
However, this is not a diet group for people looking to lose weight.  
Questions, please contact Ruthie Deffley at 912-312-0079 or rdurandef-
fley@gmail.com 

There is hope — YOU CAN RECOVER! But no one can recover alone. 

 

ASBURY'S GOING GREEN! 
 

One of the many, many things I like about Asbury is that people 
CARE. 
Asburians care about each other. I personally experienced a 
large dose of this when my husband, Rick, was ill and dying. 
People called, brought food, visited the hospital, prayed for 
us and overall treated us  with loving kindness. 
Asburians care about our neighbors. Many Saturdays several 
people spend hours refurbishing houses in this neighborhood. 
Hot meals have been brought to a grandmother caring for 5 
grandchildren after her daughter's death. These are just a few 

examples of Asburians reaching out to the community surrounding our Church building.  
Asburians care about Equal Rights for all our brothers and sisters. We are a diverse congrega-
tion. None have to "qualify" to enter our doors.  
Asburians care about building relationships with those who have other belief systems. We have ex-
perienced Sunday sermons from Rabbis and shared services with our Jewish and Muslim 
neighbors. We have studies on a variety of religions. We seek what we have in common not what 
separates us. 
Asburians care about our planet. Many already recycle at home. Some have gone solar (right, Pat?). 
Now we are taking a few simple steps to make our Fellowship events more eco-friendly. You may 
have already noticed that we are using paper cups (100% recyclable) for our cold drinks. We are 
working on eliminating Styrofoam (only partially recyclable) all together. What will this mean to you 
as an Asburian? Well it means you will be a good steward of the planet on which we live. And for 
some of us, it means getting our hands a bit cleaner! We will be washing instead of tossing. I am ex-
cited about becoming greener. If you are, too, e-mail, call or catch me at church. We will need some 
volunteers to make this effort successful. 
Cathie Jorgensen 
 email: cljorgensen2@att.net   telephone: 912-660-2173  

mailto:rdurandeffley@gmail.com
mailto:rdurandeffley@gmail.com
mailto:cljorgensen2@att.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Study Groups & Fellowship Groups 
Asbury offers a wide variety of study and fellowship groups. 

Monday Lunchtime Group 
Monday’s at 1 p.m., facilitator Pam Parker Kress  

The Lunchtime Group has started it’s summer break.  See you all in September. 
 

 Reconciling Ministries Network       

Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) is a growing movement of United Methodist individuals, con-
gregations, campus ministries, and other groups working for the full participation of 
all people in The United Methodist Church.  
RMN will take a break for the months of June and July.  The group’s next meeting 
will be August 2nd. 
Follow all their news on Facebook @  Asbury Memorial Reconciling! 

 

Shekhinah Spiral - Women of Asbury 
Shekhinah means “the feminine face of God.”  This women’s group at Asbury will also be taking a 
break for the summer.  The group will start meeting  Sunday, September 20th. 

 

Men’s Group on Thursday Nights 
The Men’s group will start back September10th after their summer break. 

 

“Our Time” 

A Fellowship Group for Parents with Young Children 
 

Dear Friends, 
We missed those of you who were not able to attend the final Our Time of the Spring semester 
but we had a good fellowship and have come to a consensus on the new meeting time for Our 
Time that we think will work better for people's busy schedule. 
Beginning in September, Our Time will meet during the 10 O'clock Hour once a month on Sunday 
morning. Childcare is already provided. If you already attend the 10 O'clock bible studies, you will 
only miss one session a month and if you are in choir, you can either leave early or be late and 
make sure you're not singing a solo that day (Nick). We selected the third Sunday of every month. 
So our first meeting will be Sunday, September 20th. We'll probably meet in a room upstairs. 
We are going to give this a try and see if we can attract some new parents. I'll be making an-
nouncement throughout the summer. We will be reading a book again since I do think it gave us 
some focus. I will talk to Billy about some good, juicy suggestions that get the mind and spirit 
pumping. Maybe we could read "Convictions: How I Learned What Matters Most" the last book 
written by Marcus Borg before he passed away this year. It sounds fascinating. 
Anyway, I hope you can join us at our new time in the Fall and encourage other parents with 
young children to be a part of Our Time. 
I wish you and your family a safe, fun-filled summer and encourage you to spend some regular 
time alone with your Abba Father, who yearns to be with you, just as you are. May your strength 
be renewed like the eagle's as you lean on Him for your daily sustenance. 

And please reach out to the group if you need prayer, a babysitter, someone to talk to, we are 
here to support each other in this journey called life.  Much love, Ruthie 



 

 

Christianity's Family Tree 

What other Christians believe and Why 

Mondays, June 8th—July 27th  

6:30--8:00 PM—Social Hall 
Organized by Rev. Grady Mills. 

In this study, Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight Chris-
tian denominations and faith traditions.  Comparing the Christian family to our own 
extended families, he contends that each has a unique, valuable perspective to of-
fer on the Christian faith. The traditions examined are Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Lu-
theranism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, Pentecostalism, and Methodism  
Hamilton offers us a brief history, outlines major beliefs, and describes some things 
we can learn from that tradition to strengthen our own Christian Faith.   

For further information or to ask questions contact Rev. Grady Mills at 912-346-7501.  Books are 
available for $10.00.  Please sign up on the bulletin board outside the social hall.  It would be very helpful to 
have read the first chapter before the 1st session. 

Busy Bees 

The Busy Bees will be taking a rest from sewing in June and July.  They will 
return in August.  Even though they will not be taking orders until they return 
in August, they are prepared.  If you find a need for a gift (new born, birthday, 
anniversary, congratulations, etc.) they sewed preparing for this break so 
there are plenty in stock for you to choose from!  You may contact David 

Grice at degrice@comcast.net or Cindy Telljohann at cyndytel@gmail.com.  Also, if you are 
interested in fellowship and sewing, join them August 3rd at 10 a.m. in the Social Hall. 

Summer Movies! 
 

At 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 19th, the movie “In and Out” will 
be shown in the Social Hall. This 90-minute film is rated PG-13. 

Popcorn will be available. Feel free to bring your own chairs.  

 

Howard Brackett (Kevin Kline) is a well-liked English literature teacher, living a 

quiet life in the fictional town of Greenleaf, Indiana, with his fiancée and fellow 

teacher Emily Montgomery (Joan Cusack).The town is filled with anticipation 

over the nomination of Cameron Drake (Matt Dillon), Howard's former student, 

in the Best Actor category at the Academy Awards for his portrayal of a gay soldier in To Serve and 

Protect. Cameron does indeed win the award, and in his acceptance speech thanks Howard, adding,  

…and he's gay." -Wikipedia 
 

Also bring your smart phone, or lap top or something that will connect to the 

internet for a rousing game of Kahoot at intermission! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevin_Kline
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Cusack
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Dillon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Actor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Awards


 

Mission Moments 

We had a collection on “Souper Bowl Sunday” and $531.45 was sent to Social Apostolate in Savannah that 
provides a hot midday meal to the homeless. 
Our donations combined with donations from around the country brought in 7.7 million dollars to feed the 
hungry in 2015. This program was started by a youth group in South Carolina, it just shows what our youth 
can accomplish! 
 
Many thanks to all the people who brought in vitamins for the Dominican Republic, and personal items for 
the homeless woman at Union Mission in Savannah. 
 
Emergency Clean up Buckets 
With all the terrible flooding we have heard about in the past month we need to help UMCOR help our 
neighbors. To make up a bucket we need the following items: 1- 5 gallon bucket with re-sealable lid, 5 scour-
ing pads, 7 sponges assorted sizes, 1 scrub brush, 18 cleaning towels (like Easy Wipes), 1 50-78 0z box of dry 
laundry detergent, 1 -12oz bottle of liquid concentrate like Lysol. 1 24-28 oz bottle of disinfectant dish soap 
(like Dawn). One package of clothes pins 48-50. Clothesline, 2 50ft or 1 100 ft. Five dust masks.2 pair of latex 
gloves, 24-28-Bg roll of heavy duty 30-45 gallon trash bags. 1 6-9oz bottle of insect repellant (pump drops or 
lotion, no aerosol). 
Please pick up a few items when you go shopping and leave them on the stage for the Mission Board to send 
to UMCOR. 

Mission Board 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 

If you were not in attendance, Thursday night, May 29th, you missed a GREAT concert by the Cookeville 

First United Methodist Church Youth Choir Tour 2015.  There were about 35 youth who performed.  Bill 

Jahn was graciously enough to share these photos he took!  
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL 
 

 
 We extend our love and sympathy to Rev. Jan 

and Sam Durham and family in the loss of 
Jan’s cousin and previous member, Mary 
Price. 

 

 We extend our love and sympathy to David 
Grice and John Naylor and family in the loss of 
David’s relative, Betty Burkhalter. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M EM O RI A LS  
 

A Gift has been given to the  

General Fund in memory of  

Dot Wallace by : 
 

Joan Hester Byrd 

John & Beth Chisholm 

 Janet Dixon 

Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Freeman 

Cynthia Herold 

David Grice & John Naylor 

Pattabiraman & Sharon Iyer 

Jennifer Barrett Lindsay 

Donna Murphy 

Patricia Shows 

Cynthia Herold 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Members 
 

Hank Albee, Catherine Argyros, Jenniee Bran-

nen, Jean Butcher, Thurman Butcher, Carter 

Campbell, Anita Clay, Mary Cronk, Keira Dav-

enport, Gretchen Dodd,  Helen Downing, Carter 

Drake, Gay Gwinner, Maurice Gwinner, Cale 

Hall, Chase Harrison, May Johnson, Judith 

Kessler, Elizabeth Lariscy, Cookie Leadbetter, 

Frances Monson, Pat Moore, Beulah Nettles, 

Bob Osborn, Marie Parker, Susan Powell, 

Melanie Raulerson, Neal Saye, Barbara 

Schafer, Mina Smith, Cabell Stewart, Jean 

Stewart, Pat Stewart, Cindy Telljohann, Kenn 

Waters, Diane Williamson 

 

Wildberries 
Russ Boekenheide, Betty Cooper, Jeff Davy, 
Deb Gibson, Lillian Lindsay, Becky Martin, 
Roger Pelletier, Tim Rockwell, Liam Steffen 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Family & Friends 
 

Claire Bosché, Brenda Covington, Betsy Cow-

perthwaite, Rickey Edwards, Doug Ellis, Lisa 

Groover, Robert Hicks, Butch Hirsch, Archie Io-

dice, Mark Kelso, Jeanie Knight, Baby Mia, 

Scott Moncrief, Rosie Newman, Janet Oliver, 

Janice Roberson-Bowman, Lee Robinson, 

Roger of Peacock’s Florist, Cheryl Simmons, 

Kathy Smith, Murray Stanley, Cherlene Tilson, 

Melina Jade Wren 

 



 

2015 Budget Offering 
 

 

April 26th - $9,216.58 

May 3rd - $11,259.72 

May 10th - $7,527.34 

May21st - $11,228.12 

May 24th - $8,051.78 

May 31st - TBA 
 

 

2015 Budget Need to Date  

$214,038.51 
 

 

2015 Received to Date  

$203,523.84 
 

 

2015 Weekly Budget Need  

$10,192.31 
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Chair Name Plate 

As we worship on Sundays, how meaningful it 
is to see the name of a loved one etched into a 
nameplate on one of our beautiful sanctuary 
chairs.  If you would like to remember or honor 
a loved one in a special way, complete an 
order form and turn it into the church office.  
Forms are available in the church narthex and 
the office.  Please turn in a completed form to 
the office.  The cost is $250.00.  The funds are 
used for the upkeep and maintenance of the 
sanctuary. 

(Two examples of nameplates for the chairs.) 

Elizabeth Lariscy 

A Southern Lady 

By R. Ward 

In Loving Memory 

of 

Dix Elliott 

 

H O NO RA RI U M S  

 
A Gift has been given to the  
“Community Projects” Fund 

in honor of Margaret Cook Levy 
by Ward M. Johnson. 

 
A Gift has been given to the 

“Vacation Bible School” Fund 
by Fletcher & Betsy Woodward. 

 
A Gift has been given to the 

“Vacation Bible School” Fund 
by Gerald and Joanie Blaney. 

 
A Gift has been given to the 

“Vacation Bible School” Fund 
by Janet Dixon. 

 
A Gift has been given to the 

“Vacation Bible School” Fund 
by Wayne Bland. 

 
 

“Thank you for your gifts that are 
blessing others!” 

 
 

 

We welcome our New Members 

who will be joining on June 7th: 

 

Susan Bolinger 
 

Margaret Clark 
 

Scott Henderson 
 

Susan Henderson 
 

Christina Jones 
 

Ed Jones 
 

Nate Tyson 
 

Beth Tyson 
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to some of our dif-

ferent funds such as the Trustee Fund, General Fund, Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education 

Fund or one of our Mission Funds.   

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Office Manager at 233-4351 or email to church@asburymemorial.org 

Office hours are 9 AM to 2 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2015 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $60.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128 

INT.ID 206896 

Office 233-4351  Fax 233-5026 

www.asburymemorial.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Mission Statement:  

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 

talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 

our community. 


