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A Message Before Billy’s Break 
 

Dear Asbury Family, 

 It’s that time again for me to take a break during the summer.  My last Sunday is July 
1st.  If you attend that particular service, you will witness firsthand that “Billy needs a 
break!”  Hmmm…. 

 I am excited about the guest speakers who will be with you this summer.  Some of 
them will be traveling very far to be at Asbury, while others are homegrown.  Rabbi Robert 
Haas will be with you again this year.  For a couple of summers, we joked about him taking 
over Asbury, but now I’m beginning to think that the rumors are true.  Please let him know 
that turn about is fair play.  I took a DNA test and discovered that I am 2% Jewish.  Let him 
know that I wouldn’t mind being the rabbi of the third oldest Jewish congregation in the 
United States. 

 One of the things I love about coming back after my break is meeting new people who 
have started attending Asbury.  “We were wondering if we’d ever get to meet you” some will 
say with a smile.  What’s cool is that these people stayed at Asbury even though the senior 
minister was not there.  That means, they not only liked some of the speakers, they liked 
YOU!  It means they connected with people….which means that you reached out to people 
and made them feel at home.  Thank you for being so hospitable!  I can’t wait to meet the 
new Asburians who will be here when I return! 

 Please take care of each other while I am away.  And please take care of yourself.  I 
hope everyone is able to have some “down time” this summer.  God often turns our down 
time into an “up time.”  Sometimes our lives can be so busy and noisy, we can no longer hear 
God.  My prayer for all of us is that whatever our summer plans, God uses this time away to 
breathe life into us so we can continue to grow into who God created us and calls us to be. 

           

          Blessings & Peace, 

 

          Billy 

“BIG” COFFEE HOUR - July 1 

 

We will have our BIG Coffee Hour July 1st.  

If you are able, please bring food items to share 
with others.  You can drop them off in the  

kitchen when you arrive at church. 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401 

www.asburymemorial.org 

912-233-4351 

912-233-5026 fax 



 



 

1st Alexis Gage 

      Jackie Stewart 

2nd Jonathan   

            Linthicum 

        Jeff Tucker 

3rd Tara Redd 

       Barbara Ruggere 

4th Steve Johnson 

5th Cynthia Herold 

       Will Telljohann 

6th Dian LaRoe 

       Nancy Parker 

7th Carolyn Bennett 

       Ashley Stroud 

       Cale Hall 

       John Hester 

8th Mark Fordham 

       Molly Hester 

       Suzie Williams 

9th Janet Redmond        

10th Mike Dayoub 

11th Bay Luke 

12th Lisa Senters 

        Austin Wright 

13th David Alley 

         Billy Hester 

15thTina Austing 

        Nancy Cvetan 

16th David Grice 

17th Al Andres  
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Having a Birthday? Call the office at 233-4351 
or e-mail us at church@asburymemorial.org.  

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

 
 

July 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

07/16  Pam & Walter Kress 
07/17 Bo & Ann Crowder 
07/20 Mike & Iris Dayoub 

07/22 Dwight & Mary Ellen Campbell 
07/22 Robert & Christy Crisp 

07/22 Cliff Harley & Tommy Schafer 
07/25 Evans & Debbie Wright 

 

18th Nick Deffley 

        Richard Reeve 

        Ryan Richards 

        Jane Thimme 

19th Kenn Waters 

20th Ann Anderson 

21st Aaron Dalton  

         Pat Stewart 

24th Andrea Harrelson 

25th Pat McIntosh  

         Morgan Page 

26th John Giles 

         Ian Perry  

         Lucy Perry 

27th  Marie Parker 

29th Charlene Branan 

         Bridgette Kincade 

30th Aisling Hill 

31st Jim Utsey 

           

 

 

Mission Moments 
 

Many thanks to all of the people 
who donated medical supplies for 

our friends in the Dominican 
Republic. 

 
The Silent Auction brought in 

$4,335.67 for our construction 
team. 

 
The Mission Committee will be 
taking the summer off.  We will 

be looking for new projects in the 
fall. 

 
Mission Board 
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Children’s Church Leaders 
 

Grades 1st—3rd  

July 1 

Tom & Betsy Davis 

July 8 

Ruthie Duran Deffley 

July 15 

Ashley Stroud 

July 22 

Ruthie Duran Deffley 

July 29 

Ashley Stroud 
 

Grades 4th—6th 

July 1 

Tom & Betsy Davis 

July 8 

Lauren Dutko 

July 15 

Robert Crisp 

July 22 

Andrea Harrelson 

July 29 

Ruthie Duran Deffley 

Nursery Volunteers 

July 1 

Ashley Stroud, Nancy Cvetan 
 

July 8 

Bonnie Kaar, Mary Ann Donahue 
 

July 15 

Natalie Munro, Linda Aiken 
 

July 22 

Ashley Stroud, Rena Howell 

July 29 

Erin Dalton, Phil Devlin 

 

Nursery services are provided for preschool 

children for the programs and services on 
Sundays and Wednesdays. 

 
 

We are in need of additional volunteers!  

 If you would like to volunteer in our 

nursery, please call the church office. 

 
 

 

                                      

   CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

This summer, Children and Family Ministries is hosting a summer series of guest 
speakers for our Children’s Church and Godly Play.  Our guests will be from our 
community both inside and outside of  Asbury.   All children ages 3 years to 6th 
grade are welcome to join us. 

 

July 8th - Betsy Powers - using your body to express emotion 

July 15th - Kathy Hodges - working with feelings 

July 22nd - Tricia Richardson - plant a seed, grow a plant 

July 29th - Bonnie Kaar, Robert Crisp - music and puppets 

August 5th - Molly Lieberman - back to school art project 

August 12th - Anne Robinson - interactive presentation on waste reduction and  

                                                              recycling 

August 19th - Betsy Dare Dukes– music and words 

 

I hope your children can join us!  Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 

Ruthie Duran Defley, Director of Children and Family Ministries 

rdurandeffley@asburymemorial.org  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 



 

 

Savannah Jericho Walk 
 

By John Newton jnewton2@savannahnow.com  
Posted Jun 4, 2018 at 1:27 PM Updated Jun 4, 2018 at 1:27 PM  
 

Early last month, a group of local residents met in front of the U.S. Customs House at #1 East Bay 
Street in Savannah to participate in the National Jericho Walk, an interfaith prayer and  protest 
event to call attention to the plight of undocumented immigrants living in the U.S. and  to stand in 
solidarity with all groups opposing their detention and deportation. 
 
Savannah’s U.S. Customs House, which will 
celebrate its 229th anniversary this July, was 
chosen as the starting point for the walk be-
cause of its historic connection to social injus-
tice. In the early years of the 19th century, Afri-
can slaves were housed in pens behind the 
massive granite structure while they awaited the 
auction block. Today, the structure is home to 
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agen-
cy, a division of the Department of Homeland 
Security. Organized by the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church (UU) of Savannah’s Social Action 
Committee, the walk was led by Unitarian Uni-
versalist ministers, Dave Messner and Susan 
Karlson. Participants included UU parishioners 
and members of Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church. 
Messner said that support for social justice issues and immigrant rights are cornerstones of the UU 
faith. “Our welcome and acceptance of immigrants and refugees says a lot about who we are as an 
inclusive congregation,” Messner said. “We feel called to empower the powerless and encourage 
those who are ignored and mistreated by society.” 
 
Rev. Karlson was co-chair of the New Sanctuary Coalition in NYC and previously  participated in 
Jericho Walks. These National Jericho Walks are part of the New Sanctuary Movement held in 

many cities across the country. Karlson explained that this event 
draws its inspiration from the Bible (Joshua 6:1-27), when God in-
structed the Israelite army to walk around the impenetrable fortress 
city seven times and on the seventh time, the walks came tumbling 
down. 
“We gather here today in a silent, peaceful, and prayerful walk to 
bring down the walls of our unjust immigration system,” Karlson 
said. “We also walk in solidarity with our brothers and sisters of col-
or who are victimized daily by racial injustices in our society.” 
 
At the beginning of the march, Karlson invited attendees to raise 
their palms in prayerful defiance toward the structure’s massive 
portico while she led them in a group recital of the Jericho Prayer. 

Afterward, she led them as they marched clockwise, two-by-two, in absolute silence, around the city 
block encompassing the Custom’s building- a distance of about 500 paces or one-quarter mile. After 
each lap, the group paused in front of the Customs House for a moment of silent prayer. After com-
pleting the seventh and final lap, the Spanish version of the Jericho Prayer is read aloud and the 
group quietly dispersed. 
            ...continued on next 



 

Jericho Prayer 
 
Dear God, you are a God of love and you call us to love and to take care of 
each other so that we can build a society of love, peace and justice. In this 
country founded on  principles of liberty and justice, millions of our brothers 
and  sisters live under unfair laws that discriminate against them. Millions of 
our families are divided and separated. Parents and loved ones are deported. 
Every day, millions of people suffer the pain and anguish of not being able to 
live in dignity.  This is  why we come  before you  today as we behold  the 
symbols of the wall of injustice that divides us all.  
 
We know that you are a fair God and that you have listened to our prayers. We 
know that, in the fullness of time, you will bring down these walls of injustice. 
We  know  that you  will  help  us to soften  the hearts of our  government,  
politicians and all people so that, very soon, we can have a new immigration 
law that protects the dignity of all. We pray you will give us all the Right to  
Remain in Justice and in Truth.   Amen. 

Savannah Jericho Walk 
continued 

 
“Though we walk in silence, our actions speak loudly to the injustices that our communities face,” 
Karlson said. “We call today for a system that enshrines the values of justice compassion, kindness 
and generosity and that gives immigrants the right to remain with their families, with their communi-
ties, in their schools, and in their places of worship.” 
 
 



 

1st Collin Richards 

2nd Jamie Kelso 

       Lance Wilhelm 

3rd Wayne Beasley 

       Don Colvard 

       Emily Gage 

4th Jim Kluttz 

5th Omkari Hill-Williams 

       Fletcher Woodward 

6th Chloe Harrison 

      Isabella Picone 

       Renwick Pulwarty 

7th Carman Purtee 

9th Hayden Lego 

12th Christi Hester 

        Peggy Larson 

13th Janet Dixon 

        Serena Matos Baez 

14th Jona Downs 

        Pam Sears 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

08/02  Sanford & Judy Jones 
08/03 Joel & Julie Varland 

08/15 Linden & Patricia Youngquist 
08/16 David & Pat Alley 

08/22 Philip & Charlene Branan 
08/22 Keith & Carman Purtee 
08/23 Jim & Glenda McNew 
08/23 Grady & Brenda Mills 
08/25 Mike & Debra Skinner 

08/27 Bill & Karen Jahn  
08/31 Chris & Kelly Beaver 

16th Edward Steiner 

17th Wendy Mason 

18th John Hohnerlein 

        Barbara Passino 

        Betsy Woodward 

19th Philip Baiad 

20th Linda Aiken 

        Marshall Lego  

21st Bobbie Foster 

        Ross Munro 

22nd Margaret Clay 

23rd Samuel Povie  

25th Carrie Collins   

        Diane Meseroll 

        Debbie Williamson     

27th Justin Linthicum 

29th Mary Cronk 

30th Sheri Coffey 

        Chase Harrison 

        Bill Oakley 
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Children’s Church Leaders 
 

Grades 1—3rd  

August 5  

Ruthie Duran Deffley 

August 12 

Anne Allen Westbrook 

August 19 

Ruthie Duran Deffley 

August 26 Music and Arts Sunday 

 

Grades 4th—6th 

August 5 

Robert Crisp 

August 12 

Ruthie Duran Deffley 

August 19 

Ruth and Todd Foster 

August 26 Music and Arts Sunday 

Nursery Volunteers 

August 5 

Christy Crisp, Janet Wagner 
 

August 12 

Natalie Munro, Mary Ann Donahue 
 

August 19 

Ashley Stroud, Linda Aiken 
 

August 26 

Ashley Stroud, Nancy Cvetan 

 

Nursery services are provided for preschool 

children for the programs and services on 

Sundays and Wednesdays 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

August 



 

Study Groups & Fellowship Groups 
Asbury Memorial offers a wide variety of study and fellowship groups. 

 

The following groups will be taking their Summer Break starting in June.  The 
groups will resume in September: 

 

10 o’Clock Hour 
Busy Bees 

Women's Group 
Men's Group 

Our Time 
Reconciling Ministries Network 

The Green Team Corner 
NEXT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Course in Miracles 
Facilitator:  Rev. Marilyn Leigh                                                                

Thursdays 
4:30 to 6 p.m. 

 

 
The Course in Miracles study group is dedicated to the study and practical application of 
A Course in Miracles to our daily lives.  Our group allows the Course to guide us in 
becoming and expressing the Love that is the truth about us. It teaches the true 
meaning of forgiveness and challenges us to put God first in our lives. 
 

A Course in Miracles is an open group.  You may join at any time. The only thing that 
you need is the Third edition of A Course in Miracles which includes the text, workbook, 
teacher’s manual and two pamphlets. It is available from the facilitator, Reverend 
Marilyn Leigh or may be obtained from Barnes and Noble or as an eBook from Amazon. 
Join us as we journey together to God, the journey with no distance. 
 

We meet on Thursdays at 4:30 P.M. in The Asbury Memorial social hall.  All are 
welcome. Contact Rev. Leigh by email at Revleigh@yahoo.com with any questions. 
 

 

mailto:Revleigh@yahoo.com


 

2018-19 Church Study Opportunities  
 

 

There are many different study opportunities planned for the 2018-2019 church 
year at Asbury. Here is a brief description of some of the offerings. If you are      
interested in any of these, please sign your name/contact information on sheets at 
the Connection Corner. Letting us know your interest will help us plan when each 
will be offered. 
 
 

Waking Up White, Debby Irving 

"For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed inexplicable racial tensions in 
her personal and professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she 
worried about offending people she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts    
administrator, she didn't understand why her diversity efforts lacked traction. 
As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and families 
of color left her wondering what she was missing.  
"Then, in 2009, one "aha!" moment launched an adventure of discovery and 
insight that drastically shifted her worldview and upended her life plan. In 
Waking Up White, Irving tells her often cringe-worthy story with such open-

ness that readers will turn every page rooting for her and ultimately for all of us. Waking Up 
White is a wake up call everyone." 
 

Financial Peace, Dave Ramsey 

"Dave Ramsey is a businessman and entrepreneur who accumulated a $4 
million real estate portfolio, only to lose it all - and nearly everything else he 
owned - by making the same mistake millions of Americans make every 
day: he got too far into debt to get out. Dave Ramsey is also a Christian  
family man who, through the turmoil of his financial nightmare, discovered 
a new way of life. He shared the lessons he learned by writing Financial 
Peace, a simple but powerful guide that offers practical lessons on how to 

get out of debt - and stay out." 

 

Interrupting Silence, Walter Bruggemann 

Silence is a complex matter. It can refer to awe before unutterable holi-
ness, but it can also refer to the coercion where some voices are      si-
lenced in the interest of control by the dominant voices. It is the latter 
silence that Walter Brueggemann explores, urging us to speak up in sit-
uations of injustice. 

"Interrupting Silence illustrates that the Bible is filled with stories 
where marginalized people break repressive silence and speak against 
it. Examining how maintaining silence allows the powerful to keep  
control, Brueggemann motivates readers to consider situations in their 

lives where they need to either interrupt silence or be part of the problem, convincing us that 
God is active and wanting us to act for justice." 



 

2018-19 Church Study Opportunities continued 
 

 

 

The Power of Myth, Bill Moyers and Joseph Campbell 

In this beloved 1988 PBS series, mythologist and storyteller Joseph 
Campbell joins Bill Moyers to explore what enduring myths can tell us 
about our lives. In each of six episodes –“The Hero’s Adventure,” “The 
Message of the Myth,” “The First Storytellers,” “Sacrifice and Bliss,” 
“Love and the Goddess,” and “Masks of Eternity” — Moyers and 
Campbell focus on a character or theme found in cultural and religious 
mythologies. Campbell argues that these timeless archetypes continue to 
have a powerful influence on the choices we make and the ways we live. 

Released shortly after Campbell’s death on October 30, 1987, The   
Power of Myth was one of the most popular TV series in the history of public television, and 
continues to inspire new audiences. 

 

 
Disciple 1: 
DISCIPLE is a program of disciplined Bible study aimed at developing strong Christian  lead-
ers.  

 
The study gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the 
wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. DISCIPLE draws upon the work 
of scholars, the personal Bible reading and study of the participant, and         
dynamic group discussion to aid understanding of the Bible.  
 
"The first study in the program is DISCIPLE: BECOMING DISCIPLES 
THROUGH BIBLE STUDY, a thirty-four week overview of the entire Bible." 

 

  

 
Falling Upward, Fr. Richard Rohr 

In Falling Upward, Fr. Richard Rohr seeks to help readers under-
stand the tasks of the two halves of life and to show them that those 
who have fallen, failed, or "gone down" are the only ones who un-
derstand "up." Most of us tend to think of the second half of life as 
largely health issues, and letting go of life, but the whole thesis of 
this book is exactly the opposite.  

 

"What looks like falling down can largely be experienced as "falling 
upward." In fact, it is not a loss but somehow actually a gain, as we 

have all seen with elders who have come to their fullness." 
 



 

 

MEMORI A LS  
 

A Gift has been given to the Trustees Fund  in memory of  Thurman O. Butcher by:  
Janet Dixon 

Sandra & Paul Scott  
Richard & Carole Disharoon 

Preston & Kathy Hodges 
Sandy McCloud 

Bill & Ann Anderson 
Judy & Sanford Jones 

Martha Parsons 
Will & Joanne Faulk 
Jeff & Leeann Kole 

Pat & Howard Hackney 
Tina & Neil Austing 
Jackie & Larry Fall 

Suzanne & Phil Devlin 
Mina Smith 

Barbara & Sam Ruggere 
Lois Wooten 

Dewilla Hooper 
Val & Jim Utsey 

Ronald & Ruth Spargo 
Joe Drake & Cheri Sheridan 

Debbie Williamson 
Pat Besser 

 
 

A Gift has  been given to the V BS Fund  in memory of  Thurman O.  Butcher by:  
David Grice & John Naylor 

Pam Parker Kress 
Pat & Mary Prokop 

Cynthia Herold 
 
 

A Gift has  been given to the Choir Fund  in memory of  Thurman O.  Butcher by:  
Karl & Judy Graham  

 
 

A Gift has  been given to the Trustees Fund  in memory of  Thurman O.  Butcher by:  
Dewilla Hooper 
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2018 Budget Offering 
 

June 3rd—$12,681.00 

June 10th—$10,325.95 

June 17th—$14,460.36 

June 24th—$10,833.50 
 

2018 Weekly Budget Need  

$12,254.63 

 

2018 YTD Budget Need   

$306,365.75 
 

2018 YTD Received  

$310,175.46 
 

Silent Auction Proceeds 

$4,335.67 

Revue Proceeds 

$3,281.96 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 

 

 

 

Asburians 

Billy Aiken, Laura Angell, Allie Barnes, Tim 

Barnes, Brooks Barrett, Jean Butcher, Bill  

Coleman, Mary Cronk, Claudette DeLong, 

Gretchen Dodd, Mickey Dodge, Steve Gagné, 

Ellie Gonye, Chase Harrison, Geoff Harrison, 

Cynthia Herold, May Johnson, Chris Kincade, 

L.A. Lanier, Lynn Lord, Barbara King, Brenda 

Mills, Grady Mills, Frances Monson, Eric     

Mullins, Nancy Munoz, Linda Ostrow, Marie 

Parker, Mary Pulwarty, Colleen Robinette, 

Brenda Spencer, Cabell Stewart, Jean Stewart, 

Pete Vasta, Diane Williamson, Marie Winters 

 

 

Family Members & Friends 

 

Dewy Ambos, Kelly Barrett, Sharon Bowdoin, 

Nolan Donaldson, Patrick Ebert, Amelia Foster, 

Betty Grice, Richard Grice, Allison Hall, Shirley 

Harris, Jamie Herold, Jeanie Knight, Donna 

Miles, Bruce Monson, Charlotte Naylor, Patsy 

Sallette, Linda Sickler, Oscar Leaf Smith,  

Serenah Tyson, Beth Vasta, Catherine        

Wallace, Carolyn Walters, Paul Westbrook,   

Jerome Williams, Mary Wise, Dale Wolfe,         

Rebecca Wood 

HONOR A R IUM S  

A Gift has  been given to the Missions 
Committee in honor of  

Margaret Cook Levy by:  

Elaine B. Rosengart 
 

A Gift has been given to the Choir Fund 
 in honor of Helen Downing by: 

Pat & Mary Prokop 
 

A gift has been given to the  
Godly Play fund by: 

Lance Wilhelm 

 

WHEN SHADOWS FALL 

 

 We extend our love and sympathy to Rev. 
Jeanette Purvis, her husband Richard Purvis 
& family in the death of her nephew, Mark 
Kemp.  

 

 We extend our love and sympathy to Amy 
Jenkins, Payton & David Harn in the death of 
Amy’s great uncle, Payton & David’s great- 
great uncle, George W. Herndon. 

 

 We extend our love and sympathy to Tracy, 
Michelle, Daniel & Aiden DuBois in the death 
of Tracy & Michelle’s son, Daniel & Aiden’s 
brother, Elijah Stone DuBois. 

 

 We extend our love and sympathy to Eric & 
Melissa Gratias in the death of Eric’s previous 
pastor & friend, Rev. Harry Maghakian. 
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to some of our dif-

ferent funds such as the Trustee Fund, General Fund, Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education 

Fund or one of our Mission Funds.   

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Office Manager at 233-4351 or email to church@asburymemorial.org 

Office hours are 9 AM to 4 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2018 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $60.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128 

INT.ID 206896 

Office 233-4351  Fax 233-5026 

www.asburymemorial.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Mission Statement:  

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 
talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 
our community. 


