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 Thank you for being present today.  I, and perhaps some of you, may be at such a place as Paul and 
Barnabas were in Acts 15, as part of a United Methodist denomination.  This isn’t an easy or desired place for me, 
and I’m sure for any of you.  For me, I was baptized as an infant in 1965 into the then Methodist Church in my 
and Roxanne’s home church, Plant City in Lanett that we visited for homecoming recently, that then in 1968 it 
became The United Methodist Church, and the UMC has been in conflict and confusion as a denomination ever 
since.  Every four years since 1972 the gathered delegates from around the world have argued over the ‘big tent’ 
philosophy of the United Methodist Church and how much we conform to the culture and how much we stand on 
conviction and the Word of God.   
 We all have different perspectives and find ourselves at different points on the spectrum of what we 
believe and what we base our convictions on around Scripture, Tradition, Experience, and Reason, what we call 
the Wesleyan Quadrilateral.    As your Senior Pastor, and as a Leadership Team, we want to hear each voice 
in our church family, and that has been the purpose of Moving Forward 2:18 and the purpose of the Town Hall 
meetings this evening and again on next Sunday for those who can’t attend today- and over this summer we are 
gathering to love one another by listening to one another. 
 Many of you have wondered where I stand as your senior minister, and I want to share with you, from my 
perspective, some of the deeper Issues that Lead to a potentially needed Re-Affiliation for me, and for us a 
congregation  First, let me say that regardless of if you agree with me or not, I want to be your pastor and to 
continue to care for your soul.  I don’t make these decisions lightly or without much prayer and discernment.   
 What I want you to know is that, as you see on top of page 2 of your Time-line: 
1. In my perspective, The UMC system is no longer governable nor missionally effective.  
 In America the United Methodist Church has and is experiencing rapid decline.  Also, our rules and 
discipline are not being honored, actually purposively dishonored, often under the guise of being ‘woke’.   
 For example, as soon as our General Conference affirmed our Traditional stance on the Scripture on the 
issue of human sexuality, as shared on Page 2 of The Timeline,  
the Western Annual Conference elected Bishop Karen P. Oliveto as a Bishop, and she is the leader of the 
Mountain Sky Area of The United Methodist Church. It includes approximately 378 congregations in Colorado, 
Montana, Wyoming, Utah, and one church in Idaho.  She is an openly gay-married Bishop elected in direct 
violation of our United Methodist Book of Discipline, but not held accountable or censored in any way.   
 We have Mt Bethel Church in North Georgia being forced by a militant progressive Bishop in North 
Georgia Conference to have to sue the Conference to not have to pay millions of dollars just to keep their property 
and be the church and be allowed to separate.   
 We have preachers being approved by Conference Boards of Ordained Ministry and Bishop’s who are 
trans-gender and dress in drag to preach on Sundays.  One named himself Penny-Cost and was celebrated by his 
United Methodist Conference in the North East. 
 The Bishops of the UMC have no accountability in our current system.  They are each doing what seems 
right in their own eyes like in the Book of Judges.  They have become ungovernable.  We can thank God for our 
North Alabama Conference’s Bishop Wallace-Padgett, who has a caring and compassionate heart and seeks to 
uphold the Word of God and our Book of Discipline.  Under her leadership we aren’t being charged for property, 
and our District Superintendent and Bishop are working with us in supportive ways. 
 But also for years, our greater United Methodist Church has not only been ungovernable, it has become 
missionally in-effective.  Our bureaucracies based in New York have become huge and the cost is immense and 
the returns are minimal for the Kingdom of God.  For many years, our Board of Global Missions has for the most 
part ceased making disciples of Jesus Christ, and has more become a social services outreach.   
 I remember a young couple, a doctor from Brazil and a called young man here in America, who were 
called to the mission field.  I called our United Methodist Missions Board, and once I found a living person, they 
told me they weren’t accepting any new missionaries and to check back in the future.  Dead end!   I called another 
mission agency, The Global Mission Society, TMS Global, whom many Methodist associate with, and they were 
in the couple’s living room that next week and they were on the mission field shortly thereafter making disciples 
of Jesus!   We heard from Pastor Chris Harrison and his ministry in Thailand what God is doing. 
 In light of all of this, I may need to amicably separate from the UMC because to me their system is no 
longer governable nor missionally effective.  Secondly, and even more importantly,  
2.  In my perspective, The UMC theology is no longer Biblical.   In at least three ways, concerning first:   
i.  The nature, role, and authority of Scripture.    Now a days, I’m afraid we are a culture that are focused 
often on how they feel, not on what God has revealed.   Experience and reason have been put above Scripture 
and Tradition by miles.  Personal feelings become more important than God, family, or tradition.  
 I had a church member in a previous United Methodist Church tell me that he, and the progressive liberals 
he was grouped with, didn’t believe or read Paul’s writings in the Bible, or the Old Testament, only the words of 
Jesus.  That was all that mattered.  Crazy! United Methodist Pastor Adam Hamilton, whose work I appreciate, but 
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with whom I disagree, teaches that the Bible can be put into one of three buckets, and two of them aren’t 
authoritative for our lives or faith.   Truth is that you can’t believe Jesus’ words without believing the entire Bible 
because that is what Jesus believed, and came to fulfill!   No man-made buckets, no picking and choosing, but 
rather submitting to every Word of God that the person of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work 
for the purposes and glory of God!  Also, I’m afraid the United Methodist leadership is un-Biblical in, secondly,  
 ii. The nature, role, and authority of Jesus.   Someone rightly said that God made us in His image, and 
that we have been trying to return the favor ever since and make God into our’s… We have a bishop who has 
warned us United Methodist not to make an idol (a false God) out of Jesus!  Crazy!  We have a UM seminary 
professor who told us, “God is wholesale; Jesus is retail,” meaning Jesus is just one of many religious teachers, 
not really different from Mohammad or Buddha. This is what I was taught at Emory, that there are many pathways 
to God, and all are legitimate.   
 Also at our United Methodist approved seminary, Duke University, recently proudly prayed in their 
chapel to the queer God…as one of the ministry students prayed to God as “mother, father, and parent” and “drag 
queen, and trans-man, and gender-fluid.”  Lord have mercy.   
Another area I believe the United Methodist Church has become unbiblical, is in, thirdly,  
 iii. The nature of sin and its needed atonement.   Christianity diagnoses a fundamental problem 
underneath our human misery: human sin. Genesis 3 narrates (and the rest of the Bible affirms) how rejecting 
God’s ways lead to anguish.  Although much of Western culture has traditionally been informed by Jewish and 
Christian thinking, the new dominant worldview of Western elites gives a very different diagnosis to our 
problems.   
   So how does our culture and the left-leaning United Methodist Church diagnose what’s wrong?  The root 
problem isn’t sin, but ‘unmerited privilege’.  As in, when certain groups in society have privileges which they 
didn’t earn, that’s what makes things go so wrong.   Because privileged people do what they do and believe what 
they believe in ways that solidify their power and “center” their perspective. Therefore, society needs to 
compensate in favor of the oppressed, who have been victims of this power imbalance.  This is a form of Marxism 
and has taken over our Western cultural worldview.  In so many ways the denomination I have loved has become 
unbiblical and departed far from our Wesleyan roots. 
 3.  Finally, In my perspective, The UMC needs to stop the over five decades of fighting by 
facilitating amicable separation to start multiplying disciples and making the main thing the main thing again:  
Love God. Love People. Make Disciples of Jesus, or as we say it,  Connecting people ever deeper to Jesus.…
through Worship, Growth, and Service!  To be Purpose-Driven. 
 The fighting has gone on through the years, the Methodist have disagreed before, and blessed groups to 
multiply out into new movements. Methodist Episcopal North and South,  Nazarene’s, Wesleyan Holiness, Free 
Methodist, Independent Methodist, Congregational Methodist, millions of people who are part of the Wesleyan 
Methodist tribes, and now The Global Methodist, a traditional orthodox new expression of Methodism that 
formally launched May 1.  We all share the same roots, but have multiplied through divisions. 
 Your Leadership Team have been and are considering our options, as I am for myself, and I pray I am to 
be your pastor for years to come. For now, know that no scenario involves us losing our building and properties or 
having to leave it behind.  We are willing to discuss details and decisions in depth with you as we know them, so 
you can know what I and we know, and over this summer we will continue to listen to one another and to what the 
Spirit is saying to the church, and I am trusting that God will lead us into His preferred future for our lives 
together. 
 In and through it all,  God has told us what God requires of us, that the early church strove to do in the 
Book of Acts, and we will strive to do right here in Arab:  Micah 6:8 (NIV), He has shown you, O mortal, what 
is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God.  That’s our Up, In, and Out, Worship, Small Groups, and Serve.  There is that truth and grace again.    Truth 
without grace  is MEAN.  And grace without Truth is MEANINGLESS.  Let’s DO justly, honor God’s Word 
and what is right, and let’s LOVE mercy, and have the compassion of Jesus on ourselves and other’s sins, and let’s 
all walk humbly with our God. I believe that is who you are, and I am striving to be.  God will connect us, grow, 
us, and send us to serve & share as His people. Let us pray… 
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