
Arab First UMC 
Discernment & Decision Process 

for Moving Forward
The following is the tentative schedule for the ongoing discernment seeking the direction the Lord is 
leading the congregation of Arab First UMC in moving forward to keep strong the calling and unique 
identity of the church, and out of “who we are in Christ” to thereby accomplish the given mission of 
connecting people ever deeper to Jesus through worship, growth, and service.

Please join in prayer and fasting over all the next steps that they will be ordered of the Lord.

Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV) The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.

Date- 2022 Discernment Event
March-May Moving Forward 2:18 Small Groups
May 10 UMC Judicial Council ruled that until and unless General Conference passes the 

protocol, Annual Conferences cannot disaffiliate under current church law (BOD)
May 15, 5:00 pm Church Town Hall Discussion/discernment- Fellowship Hall 
May 20 UMC Judicial Council ruled that Jurisdictional Conferences can convene without 

a General Conference to elect new Bishops and appoint Bishops
May 22, 5:00 pm Church Town Hall Discussion/discernment- Fellowship Hall
May 23, 5:30 pm Leadership Team/Church Council meeting for further discernment
Saturday, June 4, 8 am through Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 8 am— 24 Hour Prayer Vigil
June 5, 6:00 pm Leadership Team/Council Zoom meeting on updated MissionInsite—Mosaic

 with Faith Hooper from District Office, on our particular mission field.
Opportunities to Hear from & Share with Representatives from Denominations/Associations

Sun, June 12 5:00 pm *Free Methodist, Bishop Keith Cowart, sharing at Guntersville First UMC
Mon, June 13 6:00 pm District Superintendent, Tom Parrish sharing, listening, supporting our journey
Tue, June 14 5:30 pm Congregational Methodist representative, Rev Keith Merritt, sharing 
June 22-24 North Alabama UMC Annual Conference, Von Braun Civic Center, Huntsville
June 26, 5:00 pm North Ala Conf UMC, Bishop Wallace-Padgett, at Guntersville First UMC
Wed, June 29, 6 pm -Moving Forward 2:18 Reporting Team preparing and sharing summary report
Wed, June 29, 6 pm Church-wide Family Conversation (Town Hall), Arab First Fellowship Hall
Throughout July Ongoing prayerful discernment using the St. Ignatius principles (see “Step-
by-Step Discernment Process” in handout and in the e-Connecting Points)

July 10, 5:00 pm Global Methodist rep Keith Boyette sharing at Guntersville First
Sun, July 24, 5 pm Church-wide Family Conversation (Town Hall), Arab First Fellowship Hall

Mon, August 1, 5:30 pm Leadership Team/Council

To Be Determined Church Conference receive recommendation from Church Council, to decide:**
What is the best path forward for Arab First United Methodist Church to keep the strong and distinctive identify of 
the church of who we are in Christ as a church family, and to keep our witness and ministry and mission strong 
locally and globally to connect people to Jesus through worship, growth, and service:
1.  Is it best that we count the cost relationally, financially, and for our witness, and disaffiliate from the United 

Methodist Church and re-affiliate with a more like-minded and stronger witness denomination/affiliation?  Or 
2. Is it best that we remain part of the continuing United Methodist denomination?

**The Church Conference is made up of all professing members in good standing of the congregation 
and will make the final decisions based on the recommendations from the Leadership Team/Council.
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The recommendation from the Leadership Team/Church Council will likely be from among the 
following:
3. To wait for General Conference in 2024 before making any final decisions to stay UMC or re-

affiliate, or 
4. To decide to remain United Methodist.  Or,
5. To decide to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church as soon as feasibly possible, and if so,

a. To what association or network we will join/re-affiliate, or
b.  If we will be Independent.

If we decide to re-affiliate, our most likely choices of re-affiliation being discerned are with:
1. The Global Methodist Church (find out more information at www.globalmethodist.org) 
2. The Free Methodist Church (https://fmcusa.org) 
3. Congregational Methodist (http://www.cm-church.org/home)
4. Independent

Deeper Issues that Lead to Potentially Needed Re-Affiliation, in Pastor Todd’s perspective:
1. The UMC system is no longer governable nor missionally effective.
2. The UMC theology is no longer Biblical concerning:

c. The nature, role, and authority of Scripture.
d. The nature, role, and authority of Jesus.
e. The nature of sin and its needed atonement.

3. The UMC needs to stop the over five decades of fighting by facilitating amicable separation to start 
multiplying disciples and making the main thing the main thing again: Connecting people ever 
deeper to Jesus.…through Worship, Growth, and Service!

Disaffiliation of Local Churches per 2019 Book of Discipline ¶ 2553
• The disaffiliation resolution must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the professing members of 

the local church present and voting at the church conference.
• The conference board of trustees establishes the terms and conditions, including the effective date, of 

the agreement between the annual conference and the exiting local church in accordance with 
applicable church law and civil laws.

• The disaffiliation agreement must be ratified by a simple majority of the members of the annual 
conference present and voting.  

Note: the current (through June 2022 and re-figured quarterly) disaffiliation cost for Arab First from the 
UMC is approximately $325,000.  The cost will be re-calculated each quarter, beginning July 1, and will 
be 20% lower moving forward due to efforts of our Conference Board of Pensions and Trustees.
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