
Lee Family Choir Scholarship

Arab First United Methodist Church

Application

Arab First United Methodist Church is excited to announce the Lee Family Choir Scholarship Endowment
program is currently seeking applicants for the upcoming program year (August 2022-May 2023).

The program is open to high school or college students with an eagerness to actively contribute to the
music ministry of the church.  Current members must complete a new application to be considered for
the new year. Completed applications should be returned to the church office or emailed to
brooke.hemphill@arabumc.org no later than Sunday, May 8th for consideration for the upcoming
program year (August 2022– May 2023).

Student Name: High School Graduation Year:

Address: Cell Phone:

Email:

Contact Parent’s Name: Parent’s Cell Phone:

Parent’s Email: Student’s High School GPA (or 8th Grade Avg):

High Schools & Colleges Attended:

Significant Musical Experience: Primary Singing Part:

Church Currently Attending:

Are you a Christian?

Applicant Acknowledgements:
1. Admission and continued participation in the Lee Family Choir Scholarship Program is

determined solely by the Scholarship Committee of the church.
2. The applicant agrees to the participation expectations as defined in the Lee Family Choir

Scholarship Bylaws (attached.

__________________________________
Applicant Signature

__________________________________
Applicant’s Parent or Guardian Signature

mailto:brooke.hemphill@arabumc.org


Lee Family Choir Scholarship Bylaws

Arab First United Methodist Church

Mission
The mission of the Lee family scholarship is to promote the music ministry of Arab First United Methodist
Church; further the musical training of the youth of the community; and to serve as an outreach to
families of teens.

Eligibility; Requirements of Scholarships
The scholarship program is open to all high school students, undergraduate or graduate students at a
college or university who are pursuing studies to meet the requirements for an academic degree, or
students, whether full or part time, at an educational institution that provides an educational program
acceptable for full credit toward an associates or higher degree, or offers a training program to prepare
students for gainful employment in a recognized occupation and is authorized under federal or state law
to provide such a program and is accredited by a national accreditation agency.  Scholarships must be
used for tuition and related expenses at an educational institution described in Section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), i.e., such institution must normally
maintain a regular faculty and curriculum and must normally have a regular organized body of students
in attendance at the place where the educational services are carried on.  The Scholarship Committee
reserves the right to impose additional, minor reasonable restrictions and/or requirements upon the
awarding of scholarships and the administration of such scholarships.

Scholarships will be awarded in May of each year on behalf of graduating students and students already
in college or other schools of further education.   The scholarships are grants to individual recipients.

A graduating senior may be eligible for up to $8,000 in scholarships for 4 years of participation. The
scholarship from the Lee Family Choir Scholarship Endowment is:
9th Grade                                            $1,200
10th Grade                                           $1,600
11th Grade                                           $2,000
12th Grade $2,400
College Student        $2,400 (annual award)

In addition, all students who are active in the program for all four years of high school will be eligible for
an additional grant of $800.

High School participants will be awarded their scholarship upon high school graduation; awards to
college students will be made annually in May.

Application and Evaluation
Completed applications should be returned to the church office by the date announced each year
(generally in late March or early April) for consideration for the upcoming program year (May – April).
Evaluations will be scheduled for each applicant.  The selection of students for the Choir Scholarship
program will be at the discretion of the Scholarship Committee.  Scholarships will be selected on an
objective and nondiscriminatory basis.



Selection Criteria will include, but are not limited to, the following:
● Ability and eagerness for the student to actively contribute to the music ministry of AFUMC
● Singing Part – the committee will use discretion to balance the music parts at any one time in

the program
● Grades – good students will be given preference in the selection process

Each member of the Scholarship Committee shall disclose any relationship with any applicant under
consideration for a scholarship and shall refrain from participation in the award process with respect to
any related applicant.

Expectations of Participants in the Program
Expectations will be high to receive the full scholarship benefit.  A successful student in the program
commits to active participation which includes:

● Students in the scholarship program will perform with the choir no less than 42 performances
per year (August - May).  The AFUMC choir is scheduled to perform 53 times per year including
Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. and an additional performance for the Christmas Cantata.

● It is extremely important for students in the program to participate on Easter Sunday and in both
Christmas Cantata services.  Absences from any of these services will be recorded as two
absences.

● Regular attendance at Choir practice is expected with participation of no less than 34 practices
per year.  The choir does not practice in June or July, but it does practice every Wednesday night
in all other months.  Attendance at special or rescheduled practices is also expected.  However, if
practice is CANCELED, the student will be counted as “present” for the practice.

● Punctuality is expected.  Choir members are to meet in the choir room by 10:30 a.m. on Sundays
and on time for all practices.  Three tardies will count as an absence.

● Unless waived by the Scholarship Committee, these expectations must be met in order for a
participant to remain in the scholarship program and to be awarded a scholarship.

Supervision of Scholarships
Each scholarship grant shall be paid by Arab First United Methodist Church directly to the educational
institution for the use of the scholarship recipient.  The scholarship may be made payable to both the
educational institution and the scholarship recipient.  The Scholarship Committee may impose other
reasonable requirements regarding the supervision and payment of the scholarships.  A condition of
each scholarship is that it will be used only for qualified tuition and related expenses within the meaning
of Section 117(b)(2) of the Code.  Accordingly, a scholarship may be used only for (1) tuition and fees
required for the enrollment or attendance at the educational institution; and (2) fees, books, supplies,
and equipment required for courses of instructions at such institution.  If for any reason a scholarship is
paid to a person other than the educational institution attended by the scholarship recipient or if the
scholarship is used for expenses other than qualified tuition and related expenses within the meaning of
IRC § 117(b)(2), the Scholarship Committee must receive a report on the progress of each recipient at
least once each year. This report must include a summary of the use of the funds awarded, and the
grantee's courses taken (if any) and grades received (if any) in each academic period. This report must be
verified by the educational institution.

If the Scholarship Committee learns that all or any part of a grant is not being used in furtherance of the
purposes of the grant, the Scholarship Committee shall take all reasonable and appropriate steps to
recover the grant funds and/or ensure restoration of the diverted funds to the purposes of the grant.



Recordkeeping Requirements
The Scholarship Committee shall retain the following records in connection with all scholarship grants: all
information obtained by the Scholarship Committee to evaluate the qualifications of potential grantees,
the identification of grantees (including any relationship of any grantee to the Scholarship Committee or
staff of the Church), the amount of each grant, and any additional information the Scholarship
Committee obtains in complying with its grant administration procedures. Information pertaining to
unsuccessful applicants for awards shall be kept along with information on successful applicants.
Records pertaining to any grant made pursuant to this policy shall be kept for no less than four years.


