
Arab First United Methodist Church Scholarship Funds 

 
 

Greg Beard 

Memorial  

Scholarship 

  

The Greg Beard scholarship was established in October of 1983, after Greg lost his life in a tragic 

automobile accident.  It was only fitting to honor this fine young man with a permanent 

scholarship fund to assist others who exhibit the many outstanding qualities he had. 

Qualified nominees for this award should be dedicated to selflessness as well as service to 

others.  Involvement in school, church and community life is a necessary quality.  Other 

considerations should be academic success, extra- curricular activities, financial need, and 

athletic involvement, though none of this should be considered essential.  

Arab First United Methodist Church members will have first consideration; however, the award 

is not limited to this fellowship. 

This award is given annually to a deserving high school senior who exemplifies moral and 

unselfish values. 

  

Willie Ruth Brannon 

Memorial Education 

Scholarship 

  

The Willie Ruth Brannon Scholarship was created in 2000.   

Qualified nominees should be planning a career in education.  They should exhibit a willingness 

to help others and be involved in church, school and community life. This award is given 

annually to a deserving high school senior who exemplifies moral and unselfish values.  Other 

considerations are academic success, extracurricular activities, and personal character.  

Arab First UMC members will have first consideration; however, the award is not limited to this 

fellowship. This award is given annually to honor her memory and the qualities she thought 

important, as well as provide inspiration and financial assistance to a senior high school student 

planning a career in education. 

 

 



Ralph Cordes 

Memorial  

Scholarship 

  

Ralph Cordes, Valedictorian of his 1966 Arab High School Senior Class and a 1971 graduate of 

the University of Alabama, was killed in a car accident.  Ralph was an active member of Arab 

First United Methodist Church Youth Fellowship.  His life bore witness to his faith and love of 

family and community. 

Senior high school students who apply for this scholarship should indicate an exuberance for life 

as those consistent with the late Ralph Cordes.  

It is an annual award to be given to a deserving high school senior who acknowledges and 

promotes these ideals in all walks of life. 

The sponsoring body of the scholarship is Arab First United Methodist Church though the 

scholarship is not limited to church members. 

  

Myra Hammond  

Memorial  Scholarship 

  

The memorial scholarship for   Myra Leak Hammond was established in 1999 to commemorate 

the life of a lady whose Christian life inspired and touched all those who came in contact with 

her.  Her husband, Ralph Hammond, the former Poet Laureate of Alabama, resided in Arab.  

  

Qualified nominees for this award should exhibit a sincere love for others.  They should be 

willing to help others and be actively involved in school, church, and community life with an 

enthusiastic pursuit of a better world through acts of sacrifice and good will.  Other 

considerations should be given to academic success, extra- curricular activity, financial need and 

membership in the First United Methodist Church though none of these should be considered 

essential. The award is given annually by  Arab First United Methodist Church to a deserving 

high school senior. 

  

 

 United Methodist Men’s  

Scholarship 

  

The United Methodist Men of    Arab First United Methodist Church award a scholarship to a 

deserving senior who has been an active part of Arab First United Methodist Church. 

  

Jeffrey Liebner Memorial  

Scholarship 

  

The Jeffrey Liebner Scholarship was created in 2017 to provide assistance to a deserving student 

who has been an active participant at Arab First United Methodist Church in service and 



missions and who demonstrates financial need. Qualified nominees must be either pursuing 

secondary education in the coming year or be currently enrolled. 

The scholarship honors the memory of Jeffrey Liebner, an outstanding servant in our 

congregation who had a love for young people and for missions. The award is given annually to a 

deserving student who exhibits a passion for serving and missions, in keeping with the life and 

character of the late Jeffrey Liebner. 

This scholarship is not limited to Arab High School seniors and may be awarded to existing 

college students. The award is specifically for persons who have been active participants in 

missions and service opportunities at Arab First UMC, though it is not limited to members of 

the church.  

  

Julia Hyatt Upton Memorial  

Athletic Scholarship 

  

The Julia Hyatt “Judy” Upton scholarship honors the life of Judy Upton, in the hopes that those 

who benefit from it will demonstrate the unselfish qualities in their career, church, and 

community that made Judy a positive influence on those she touched. 

The Upton scholarship is awarded to one or more deserving high school student athletes. 

Preference will be given to a deserving runner. 

Qualified nominees for the award should be dedicated and committed to selflessness and service 

to others, and should exhibit a sincere interest in the welfare and feelings of persons of all ages. 

They should possess an open willingness to help others and to be actively involved in school, 

church, and community life. Other considerations are academic success, extracurricular 

involvement, and personal character. This scholarship is not limited to members of the Arab 

First United Methodist Church. 

 

William Carter Reed Memorial Music Scholarship 

The memorial scholarship for William Carter (Billy) Reed was established to commemorate an 

active and dedicated church member, musician, and lead sound engineer of our church who 

passed away suddenly at the age of 44. He was a servant for countless activities and played tuba 

in brass ensemble. 

Qualified nominees for the award should be musicians committed to selfless service in the high 

school band. They should possess a willingness to help others and to be actively involved in 

music at school, church, and the community. Preference will be given to low brass. Other 

considerations could be financial need and extracurricular involvement, though these should not 

be considered essential.  

Members of the Arab First United Methodist Church will have first consideration; however, the 

award is not limited to this fellowship. 

This award is given annually by Arab First United Methodist Church to a deserving high school 

senior.  

  

 



  

 

  

 


