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Bible Study/Small Group Opportunities 
 

Sundays 9:00 AM Fellowship before 
Worship 
Bible Study 

In person 
 
 

    
Mondays 10:00 AM Bible Study  In person & 

FB Live 
 5:00 PM A Pint & Fellowship  Zoom  
 7:00 PM  Pastor and a Pint  Zoom  
    
Wednesdays 10:00 AM  Weekly Bible Lessons  

At G & G’s Cafe 
In person & 
FB Live 

 3:00 PM Ladies Bible Study  
 

In person 

    
Fridays  10:00 AM  Book Study Group  Zoom  
  Starting again in January  
 

Contact the Church Office to become a part of one of these 

groups today 
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Dec 3 First S. in Advent  Isaiah 64:1–9  Psalm 80:1–7  1 Cor. 1:3–9  
 

 

Mark 13:24– 37  

Dec. 10  Second S. in Advent  Isaiah 40:1–11  Psalm 85  2 Peter 3:8–14  Mark 1:1–8  

Dec. 17  Third S. in Advent  Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11  Psalm 126  1 Thess. 5:16– 24  John 1:6–8, 19– 28  

Dec. 24-

AM 

Fourth S. in Advent  2 Sam. 7:1–11, 16  Psalm 89:1–5 (19–29)  
Rom. 16:25–27  Luke 1:26–38  

Dec 24 - 
PM 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

 (Christmas Eve)  
Isaiah 7:10–14  Psalm 110:1–4  1 John 4:7–16  Matt. 1:18–25  

Dec. 31 First S. a Christmas  Isaiah 61:10– 62:3  Psalm 111  Gal. 4:4–7  Luke 2:22–40  

 

Women Helping Hands   
We had our meeting at the Brasstown Val ley Dining Room for our 

end of the year celebration to include as many as possible.   

December books up quickly and this avoided most travel 

confl icts .  

Due to a stomach flu outbreak at Sunshine Care Home, we 

decided to wait and ask a couple of our members to del iver them 

closer to Christmas.  

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY   
 

Adult Sunday Bible Study continues through December 17. The topic is The Minor Prophets, a 

twelve-part study. As we dive into these often forgotten or neglected books, you will 

discover God’s call upon His followers of every century. Studying the profound words, you will 

be reminded of what it means to be an obedient follower of Christ and be challenged to 

live a life that glorifies God in greater and more significant ways. Book cost is $12.00. 

For more information contact: Gail Deluca gdeluca228@yahoo.com or 440-667-9695. 

about:blank
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   Making a Joyful Noise 
 

 My hymn choice for this month is, “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear” and it has a very interesting history.  
This article is a good read. I never knew there was a “missing” verse. 

 

Edmund H. Sears 

 

This may be the only commonly sung Christmas carol in our hymnals that does not mention the birth of Christ! 

The focus is rather on the song of the angels, “Peace on the earth, good will to men,” taken from Luke 2:14. 

 

The historical context sheds some light. Massachusetts native Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876) earned a 

degree from Harvard Divinity School and was ordained a Unitarian minister in 1839, serving congregations 

throughout Massachusetts.  As UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young puts it so well, the “hymn’s central theme 

contrasts the scourge of war with the song of the angels’ ‘peace to God’s people on earth.’” He observes that 

this is one of the earliest social gospel hymns written in the U.S.  Sears’ context was the social strife that 

plagued the country as the Civil War approached. This hymn comes from a Boston publication, Christian 

Register, published on Dec. 29, 1849. The original stanza three, missing from our hymnals, sheds light on the 

poet’s concerns about the social situation in the U.S. in the mid-19th century: 

 

“But with the woes of sin and strife 

The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 

The love-song, which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

And hear the angels sing!” 

 

The current stanza three in The United Methodist Hymnal poignantly articulates the situation of so many with 

images of those “beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow....” The second half of this stanza offers hope that the song of the “blessed angels” 

who “bend on hovering wings” would soothe the “Babel sounds” of a suffering world. 

 

British hymnals prefer the tune NOEL by Sir Arthur Sullivan (1842-1906) for this hymn, but hymnals in the U.S. 

overwhelmingly prefer CAROL by Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900). The tune appeared with other texts as 

early as 1850 and was first joined with Sears’ poem in the Methodist Hymnal (1878). 

 

It is right that we should joyfully sing “Hark! the herald angels sing” and “Joy to the world” each Christmas 

season. But always there are moments when we realize the message of peace has not yet been fully realized 

on earth. Then we sing “It came upon the midnight clear,” and the power of the Incarnation and the message 

of the gospel touch us even more deeply. 

 

Dr. Hawn is professor of sacred music at Perkins School of Theology. 

No choir rehearsals from Dec 13 until Jan 10.  No handbell rehearsals from Dec 20 until Jan 10.   Join us for 

the Community Christmas Cantata on December 12. And spread the word to your friends and 

neighbors!! 

 

Luann 
 

“Let everything that has breath Praise the Lord!” 
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Monthly Mission Focus:              

 

Biglife/ Ministry 

Giving Hope, Fueling Faith, Multiplying Disciples 

 

 Biglife is a faith-based ministry committed to spreading the good news of Jesus 

Christ through personalized interactions, one-on-one training, and the 

commitment to ongoing discipleship and multiplication. 

 
 Through the relationships we have been building since March 2019 at the Grumpy 

Old Men Brewery in Blue Ridge, we have learned about Biglife Ministry. From Asia 

to Africa, Europe to the Americas, Biglife finds the persons of peace and empowers 

them to share the Good News – where they live. Biglife is reaching lost souls by 

shining Christ’s light into the world’s darkest places. 

 

Since 2010, the body of Christ in Afghanistan has grown miraculously from under 

4,000 to estimates over one million in 2023. We praise God that despite chaos, 

persecution, and destruction, God is faithful to His promises and opens doors to 

new opportunities to share His Kingdom! 

 

The Lord has used BigLife, along with other organizations, to relocate 53,000 

Afgans to help protect them from danger. While refugees spread around the globe, 

so do opportunities to share the Gospel. The Lord is mobilizing believers to share 

His story around the world! 

 

If you would like to make a special donation to Biglife Ministry, please write a check 

to All Saints and note Biglife Ministry in the memo. All donations need to be made 

by Sunday, December 17th. 
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Well folks, November has come and gone. December will be a bit quiet for 
Fellowship, as we won’t be having an F4 dinner this month. We have only a 
couple of things…. We will be providing subs and chips at the Congregational 
Meeting on December 10th, and the big one…we will be setting up the refreshments 
for the Community Cantata on December 12. The “theme” is a dessert reception, so 
we’re asking you to bring something along those lines.  Fellowship will provide 
coffee and Wassail, and we’re asking you to help with the dessert.  You’ll find a 
signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Just drop it off in the kitchen 
before the Cantata starts at 6pm.  
Our 3rd annual Friendsgiving was a great success.  So much food, lots of laughs 
and good memories were made. And that’s what Friendsgiving is all about. Being 
thankful for all the things our God has provided, friends and family, good food, 
and making wonderful memories. I pray your Thanksgiving had all those 
things. If you didn’t join us…. there’s always next year! I leave you with a few 
pictures of the festivities.     
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“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to 
prayers.”  Acts 2:42 

 

 

 

Sunday Servants for DEC 

Date Greeter Ushers Lector 
Worship 
Assistant Altar Guild  

12/3 Jill Debby & Denise Patrice Noni  
12/10 Mel Jon & Janet Betty Patrice All 
12/12 Rey Duane   Altar 
12/17 Jill Ralph & Ralph Lisa Gene Guild 

12/24 AM Mel Duane & Don Sally Pat Available 
12/24 PM Sally Ralph B. Lisa Sally Members 

12/31 Denise Ralph & Denise Gene Pamela  
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Household of the week: 

 

Ron & Christine Frank – Dec 3 

Phyllis Humphrey – Dec 10 

Kris & Debbie Pahl – Dec 17 

Rey & Anita Jants – Dec 24 

Harold & Sherry Johnson – Dec 31 

 
Circuit Church of the week: 

 

St Peter, Dahlonega – Dec 3 

Trinity, Athens – Dec 10 

Trinity, Toccoa – Dec 17 

Christ the King, Commerce – Dec 24 

Christus Victor, Athens – Dec 31 

 
 

 

 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

Joshua Matthieson – Dec 1 

Jack Mazzaferro – Dec 5 

Kris Pahl – Dec 6 

Carole Harris – Dec 20 

David Young – Dec 21 

George Young – Dec 21 

Linda White – Dec 23 

Mike Priven – Dec 27 

Bob Bray – Dec 31 

 

Gary & Carol Oeder – Dec 19 

Rey & Anita Jants – Dec 27 (65 years) 

 
 

 


