
1 

 

December 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

Address: 83 Earl Shelton Rd. 

 Blairsville, GA 30512 

Church Phone: 706-745-7777 Fax: 706-745-7757  

Email: aslconnecting@gmail.com 

Website: allsaintslcms.org    Facebook:  fb.com/allsaintslcms 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. Communion: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
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Church Officers 
 

 Congregational President Ralph Mason 
 Vice-President Duane Sieck 
 Financial Secretary Kelly Mazzaferro 
 Assistant Treasurer Bob Bray 
 Council Secretary Luann Bryans 
 Elders Gene Windham 
 Family Life and Missions Sally Wesche 
 Fellowship Lisa Blackwelder 
 Trustees Jack Mazzaferro 
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Bible Study/Small Group Opportunities 
 

Sundays 9:00 AM Fellowship before 
Worship 
Bible Study 

In person 
 
 

    
Mondays 10:00 AM Bible Study  In person & 

FB Live 
 5:00 PM A Pint & Fellowship  Zoom  
 7:00 PM  Pastor and a Pint  Zoom  
    
Wednesdays 10:00 AM  Weekly Bible Lessons  In person & 

FB Live 
 3:00 PM Ladies Bible Study In person 
    
Fridays  10:00 AM  Book Study Group  Zoom  
    
 

Contact the Church Office to become a part of one of these groups today 
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From Pastor’s Desk: 
 

As we prepare for the upcoming Church and Calendar Years, I thought that it was a good 

time to orient the members of ASLC with 3 pieces of the inner workings of our ministry.  
 

First, we have settled into a nice rhythm of worship for each Sunday and throughout the 

month. We maintain the major pieces of the liturgical flow, using Invocation; Confession 

& Absolution; Word (Spoken & Proclaimed); Creed & Prayers; Benediction. On the 1st, 3rd, 

and 5th Sundays, the Service of the Sacrament is included after the Benediction and a 

break for Pastor to vest and the congregation to prepare with a self-examination using 

the Communion Card. Pastor also is vesting for full services on 5th Sundays and Festival 

Services. You may also note that the Hymns, Cover Picture, and Sermon Title reflect the 

Scriptural Text that Pastor uses as the Service’s central focus. 
 

Second, the role of the ASLC Elders shifted in our scope of ministry at the December 2019 

Congregational Meeting. The work of ASLC Ministry has two parts: Pastoral and Priestly. 

The Pastoral Office is concerned with the oversight of Word and Sacrament Ministry (i.e. 

Worship, Preaching & Teaching, Spiritual Well-Being of Members) through the Board of 

Elders. The Priestly Office serves the various aspects of the congregation’s physical needs 

of the facility and community (congregation & location) through the work of the Church 

Council, Boards, and Committees. The Elders work at the bequest of and alongside the 

Pastor to provide care for the members of the congregation. If you have a need or concern, 

contact Pastor or with whichever Elder (Rey Jants, Jack Mazzaferro, Mel Thrasher, Forrest 

White, Gene Windham) you have comfort sharing. In addition, Pastor Dave has placed 

David Young in the role of Contact Elder for those who have been infrequent or in need of 

special care.  
 

Third, at the Congregational Meeting on December 11, we will be sharing the Timeline for 

the ASLC Transition over the next 2 years. We will explain the need for a Self-Study, the 

Call Process, and the involvement of the District President. The typical timeframe for these 

activities is 18 months to 2 years. These activities also will include a good deal of input 

from & communication with the congregation to fully reflect & understand who we are as 

a congregation, to whom we minister as the community, and, only then, what qualities of 

a pastor are important.   

 

 

PD 
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From the Ecumenical Food Pantry 
 

11/17/22 was a recording breaking Thursday here at the Food Pantry. We were blessed to 
have served 74 families (185 individuals total). That surpasses last year’s Thursday before 

Thanksgiving total by 11 families. Needless to say the Pantry is just about empty and we even 
ran out of boxes to put everything in! All the volunteers hardly got to sit down and catch their 

breathe. But they were a happy tired! 
 

The Ecumenical Pantry has been truly blessed by the outpouring of love and help from our 
partner churches, the community, and our volunteers. Unfortunately, in today’s world we all 
need more support than ever. We want to continue to serve more and more families but that 

cannot be done without all your help.  Please continue to keep the Pantry in your prayers and 
thoughts. 

 
God Bless You All!! 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 4 Second S. in Advent Isaiah 11:1–10 Psalm 72:1–7 Rom. 15:4–13 Matt. 3:1–12 

Dec. 11 Third S. in Advent Isaiah 35:1–10 Psalm 146 James 5:7–11 Matt. 11:2–15 

Dec. 18 Fourth S. in Advent Isaiah 7:10–17 Psalm 24 Rom. 1:1–7 Matt. 1:18–25 

Dec. 24 

Eve 

The Nativity of  
Our Lord 
(Christmas Eve) 

Isaiah 9:2–7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11–14 
Luke 2:1–14  
(15–20) 

Dec. 25 
Day 

The Nativity of  
Our Lord 
(Christmas Day) 

Isaiah 52:7–10 Psalm 2 
Heb. 1:1–6  
(7–12) 

John 1:1–14  
(15–18) 

Dec. 31 Eve of the Circ. and 
Name of Jesus 

(New Year’s Eve) 

Isaiah 30:(8–
14) 
15–17 

Psalm 90:1–12 Rom. 8:31b–39 Luke 12:35–40 
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Making a Joyful Noise 

 

After two years of hiatus, we are finally doing a Christmas Cantata this year.  This one is really special 

and I think you will really enjoy it.  Please invite your co-workers, friends, and family. Flyers to hand out 

are available in the Narthex.  We are praying for God to use this to minister to all people.  The Cantata 

will be Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 6 PM with a reception to follow.  Please stay for the reception and fellowship 

with us.   

 

The handbells will be featured in worship on Dec 18.  There are three songs throughout the service.  

Practices have been hard at times, but well worth it! 

 

There will be a special duet on Christmas Eve, this one is close to my heart. 

 

There are no rehearsals on Dec. 21 or 28, but we start up again on Jan 4 with some new songs and 

prepping for Lent and Easter. 
 

“Let everything that has breath Praise the Lord!” 

 
 
 

All Saints Ladies’ Bible Study 
Continues the study of Matthew 

Wednesdays at 3:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

All ladies of All Saints, you are invited to join our Bible study on the Gospel of 
Matthew. There is no study guide to purchase and no video to watch. Just bring 

your Bible and join us as we dive into scripture together. 
 For more information, please contact Sally Wesche. 
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Well folks, November has come and gone. December will be a bit quiet for Fellowship, as 
we won’t be having an F4 dinner this month.  But we will be setting up the refreshments 
for the Community Cantata on December 13. You’ll find a signup sheet on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex for sweet or savory appetizer/finger food.  Just drop it off in the 
kitchen before the Cantata starts.  
Our 2nd annual Friendsgiving was a great success.  So much food, lots of laughs and good 
memories were made. And that’s what Friendsgiving is all about. Being thankful for all the 
things our God has provided, friends and family, good food, and making wonderful 
memories. I pray your Thanksgiving had all those things. If you didn’t join us…. there’s 
always next year! I leave you with a few pictures of the festivities.     
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And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking 
of  bread, and to prayers.  Acts 2:42 

 

Decorating the Church for Advent 
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From Our Altar Guild 
 

On Saturday, November 5th, the Altar Guild at All Saints, held a beautiful brunch 
for the present members to recognize and honor Rheta Priem, who for many years 
trained and guided the members. Rheta served faithfully and lovingly and it was 
an honor to serve under her leadership. It was a wonderful morning of fellowship. 
 
Communion is a celebration. When we, as Christians, take the bread and the wine, 
the body and blood of our Savior, we are reminded of the sacrifice Jesus made for 
us. When we observe Communion, we are doing as Jesus asked of us. 
 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave 
thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins." Matthew 
26:26-28 
 

Behind the scenes, it’s our Altar Guild members, a small, dedicated group, who 
prepare the altar for worship. They arrange the trays of wine and wafers, as well as 
clean and store them after service, refill the altar candles with oil, and change the 
paraments according to the church season. 
 

If you are interested in serving our church as a member of the Altar Guild, please 
call the church office or speak with Judy Snow or the Pastor. 
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Advent Prayer Vigil 

On Saturday, December 17, 2022 our Stephen Ministry 
Team will host an Advent Prayer Vigil in the sanctuary. 

 

In the midst of this busy holiday season, we invite you to take 

some time away for quiet prayer and reflection in our sanctuary 

any time between noon and 4:00 p.m. You may offer up personal 

prayer, meditate on Scripture or pray using an Advent prayer 

card that will available in the narthex. Volunteers will be in the 

Sanctuary to pray with those who may feel the need for a 

personal prayer. 
 

 

May the peace of our Lord be upon you this Advent season as we prepare to 
celebrate the coming of the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year from the Stephen Ministry team ~ Pastor Dave, 

Forrest White, Linda White, Noni Hammerstrand, Gene Windham, and Jan Webb 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Bible Study continues 
All are welcome!  

Every Sunday at 8:50 a.m. in the lower level classroom 
Facilitated by: Pat & Gail DeLuca 

We will be reading The Great Sending: God's Heart for the World Beating Through You 
God's sending is a call to join Him in something beyond self, beyond a congregation, and 

beyond a denomination. God is calling us to much more. His Great Sending is His 
heartbeat for the world that He wants beating in and through you. 

 
Each week will include Missio Dei scriptural texts, introduced by commentaries from a 
consortium of mission-minded LCMS leaders, and thoughtful discussion. Books are 

available by contacting Gail 440-667-9695. 

 

 



11 

 

Monthly Mission Focus:              

Big Life Ministry 
 

 From Asia to Africa, Europe to the Americas, Biglife finds 
persons of peace and empowers them to share the Good News—

where they live. 
 

 Biglife is reaching lost souls by shining Christ’s light into the 
world’s darkest places.  

 
Biglife trains believers to make disciples of Jesus, leading to disciple-

making movements. 

 
HOW CAN YOU HELP?? 

 
*Pray for this ministry.  

*Go to their website https://big.life for more information about this 
important ministry. 

*If you want to contribute to this ministry, write a check to  
All Saints Lutheran Church and put a note in the memo  

“Big Life Ministry”. Please make this donation by Sunday, December 18. 

 
 

about:blank
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Women Helping Hands 

 

 

This  month we meet on December 16 to assemble the “goodie bags” 

for  the Sunshine Manor res idents.  We’ l l  start at 1  PM at the 

church,  f i l l  the bags,  and be at the faci l i ty at 2  PM.  We wi ll  

d istr ibute the bags and s ing some carols  with the res idents,  just to 

spend some time with each one.   Then we are heading to 

Longhorn’s  for  an ear ly dinner.  

 

Interested in j oining us? Contact Luann  

 

 

 

Sunday Servants for December 
Date Greeter Ushers Lector Worship 

Assistant 
4 Dec Connie K Ralph B & Ralph M Sherry B Noni H 

11 Dec Jill W Debby E & Denise W Betty M Sally W 

13 Dec Noni H Don W & Duane S   

18 Dec Betty M Jon & Janet P Patrice B Pam R 

24 Dec Connie K Ralph B & Ralph M Lisa B Sally W 

25 Dec Denise W Jon & Janet P Sally W Lisa B 
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Household of the week: 

 

Jerry & Colleen Richardson – Dec 4 

Tim Schroeder – Dec 11 

Duane & Kim Sieck – Dec 18 

Connie Smith – Dec 25 

 

 

 

 
 

Circuit Church of the week: 

 

Christ the King, Commerce – Dec 4 

Christus Victor, Athens – Dec 11 

Good Shepherd, Gainesville – Dec 18 

Oak Road, Lilburn – Dec 25 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

Anniversaries 

Jack Mazzaferro – Dec 5 

Carole Harris – Dec 20 

Gail DeLuca – Dec 21 

David Young – Dec 21 

George Young – Dec 21 

Linda White -Dec 23 

Mike Priven -Dec 27 

Bob Bray – Dec 31 

 

Gary & Carol Oeder – Dec 19 

Rey & Anita Jants – Dec 27 

 

  

 


