
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN TO THE LORD … WITH FASTING 
12  “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13  and rend your hearts and 
not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 
disaster. ( Joel 2:12-13) 

Fasting is not a diet. It is not a physical exercise for a physical benefit. Fasting 
is a physical discipline of the body for the spiritual purpose of aiding our 
devotion to God in prayer and meditation of His Word. In particular, we focus 
on Christ’s life, suffering, and death for us on the cross, as well as our own 
sinful lives and need for repentance and the forgiveness He died to give us. 

Therefore fasting is not simply a giving up of certain foods or other things in 
our life, but rather doing so for the purpose of increasing our devotional life. 
Western Christians reduced their eating in order to give more time to prayer, 
and then take what they saved from their fasting and give to the poor. Also, 
in hunger we are reminded of the truth that “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). 

Fasting can typically include a decreased breakfast and lunch followed by a 
simple dinner. However, there are no set rules. Some may eat a simple 
breakfast, spend time in God’s word and prayer throughout the day while 
foregoing the noon meal, and then break the fast in the evening with a simple 
dinner. If abstaining from food is not possible, then one may reduce a daily 
activity such as television in order to allow time for Word and prayer. Also, 
Sundays are not fast days, but Feast Days, a weekly reprieve of our fasting and 
reminder of the coming joy of Christ’s Resurrection from the dead for us! 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY THEME 
Coveting what he cannot have leads Ahab to break so many commandments 
and not care.  We confess our coveting and put our faith in Jesus the Savior 
of coveters. 

 
Preaching Pastor X Rev. Gary Zieroth 

Assisting Pastor X Rev. James Gier 

Organist X JoAnn Zieroth 
Imposition of Ashes ~ "Now, Even Now, Declare a Fast" (Hildebrand) 

Voluntary ~ "From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee" (Samuel Scheidt) 
Postlude ~ "Jesus Sinners Doth Receive" (Huge Gehrke) 

 

Scripture Readings on back. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2023 - 6:30 p.m. 

(Series A) 

DIVINE SERVICE 3 
X   X   X 

Silent Meditation 
Invocation                          insert 
Invitation                            insert 

The Imposition of Ashes 
The Ten Commandments   p.321 
Confession                          insert 
Absolution                          insert 
The Salutation                     insert 
The Collect of the Day        insert 

Scripture Readings           bulletin 
1 Kings 21:1–16 
Gradual                         choir 
2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 
Alleluia and Verse     omitted 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

The APOSTLES' Creed      p. 192 
Hymn #581 (stz. 1, 10, 11, 12)           

The SERMON 
The Offertory & Offering 
Prayer of the Church 

 P: Lord, in Your mercy, 
  C: hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Preface                       p. 194 
The Sanctus                       p. 195 
The Lord's Prayer              p. 196 
The Words of Our Lord    p. 197 
The Pax Domini                p. 197 
The Agnus Dei                  p. 198 
The Distribution  #421#430#435 
Nunc Dimittis                   p. 199 
The Thanksgiving              p. 200 
Salutation & Benedicamus  p. 201 
The Benediction       p. 202 

Closing Hymn              #543 
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T		HOLY COMMUNION  T 
Holy Communion is administered to COMMUNICANT MEMBERS of Ascension, 
of other Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, and of 
Lutheran Church bodies in declared fellowship with the LCMS. 

All COMMUNICANT MEMBERS desiring to commune today are to fill out a 
Member Communion Card or Guest Communion Card and hand it to the 
Ushers when coming forward to commune. 

All others we respectfully request to abstain from communing until such 
declaration of fellowship is established in keeping with God's Word. 

If you would like to become a COMMUNICANT MEMBER of Ascension, please 
speak to the Pastors and they will gladly prepare you to that end. Thank you! 

Pre-Service Meditations 
We respectfully request that all worshipers enter into the Sanctuary in silence 
and solemnly prepare for the Ash Wednesday service in quiet contemplation 
of the following meditations. We provide for your consideration the following 
observances as possible helps to encourage and assist you in your Lenten 
devotions. The Lord bless you with His peace in this penitential season.    

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of the season of Lent, a forty day preparation 
for the Passover of our Lord at Easter. This season is a Baptismal journey, a 
journey of confession of sin, death and resurrection. During Lent we prepare 
for the crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Jesus. By doing this we 
“remember” our Baptism, which is our crucifixion, burial and resurrection 
(Romans 6). Lent begins with the imposition of ashes as a solemn and graphic 
confession of our sins–sins which lead to death. Ashes are a sign of grief, 
mourning and death, and so today we acknowledge our death through sin. 
As ashes are imposed, the words of burial are sounded: “You are dust and to 
dust you shall return.” We are marked with ashes in the form of a cross to 
remind us of the mark of the Cross made on us at Baptism. But Lent doesn’t 
leave us in the dusty ashes of death, just as Baptism doesn’t leave us drowning 
in water. Rather, we are led into the tomb of Christ where, rising to new life, 
He brings us with Himself out of death into Resurrection.  Confession leads 
to absolution, the Law to the Gospel, burial to Resurrection and Lent to Easter. 
God will exchange Himself for us and give us “beauty for ashes” (Isaiah 61:3), 
life for death and heaven for our sins. It is with faith in this one true God who 
dies for us that we begin this Lenten journey. 

All Baptized Who Desire Ashes, Please Come Forward To The Chancel 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading – 1 Kings 21:1–16 (ESV)  1 Now Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of Ahab king of 
Samaria. 2 And after this Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near my house, 
and I will give you a better vineyard for it; or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its value in money.” 3 But Naboth said to Ahab, “The Lord 
forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers.” 4 And Ahab went into his house vexed and sullen because of what Naboth the 
Jezreelite had said to him, for he had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers.” And he lay down on his bed and turned away his 
face and would eat no food. 5 But Jezebel his wife came to him and said to him, “Why is your spirit so vexed that you eat no food?” 6 And he said 
to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money, or else, if it please you, I will give you 
another vineyard for it.’ And he answered, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’ ” 7 And Jezebel his wife said to him, “Do you now govern Israel? 
Arise and eat bread and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name 
and sealed them with his seal, and she sent the letters to the elders and the leaders who lived with Naboth in his city. 9 And she wrote in the 
letters, “Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth at the head of the people. 10 And set two worthless men opposite him, and let them bring a charge against 
him, saying, ‘You have cursed God and the king.’ Then take him out and stone him to death.” 11 And the men of his city, the elders and the 
leaders who lived in his city, did as Jezebel had sent word to them. As it was written in the letters that she had sent to them, 12 they proclaimed 
a fast and set Naboth at the head of the people. 13 And the two worthless men came in and sat opposite him. And the worthless men brought a 
charge against Naboth in the presence of the people, saying, “Naboth cursed God and the king.” So they took him outside the city and stoned 
him to death with stones. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned; he is dead.” 15 As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had 
been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you 
for money, for Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 16 And as soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab arose to go down to the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 
P.  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading – 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 (ESV)  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 6:1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable 
time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We 
put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: 
by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, 
patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 
hand and for the left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and 
yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
P.  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 

P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter. 
C.  (sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
Holy Gospel – Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 (ESV) 1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then 
you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you 
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. 5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at 
the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room 
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 16 “And when you fast, do not 
look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
P.  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C.  (sing) Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
        The Introit, Collect, and Gradual are from the Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book, copyright © 2006 Concordia  
       Publishing House. Used by permission. License #11636. 
 

 

Welcome to ASCENSION! 
     We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you 
better, please sign the Guest Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself 
to the Pastors. May God bless you with the assurance of His forgiveness, 
life, and salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you, and, …  

Peace be with you! 

 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

     ALL WORSHIPERS. The Worship Bulletin includes the Order of Service 
and those parts not printed in the Hymnal. It is designed to be used with 
the hymnal. Large print hymnals, full sheet magnifying glasses and 
personal hearing devices are available. Please ask an Usher. For Spiritual 
Care of our worshipers please sign the pew information pad. 

     PARENTS, a “Little Lambs” worship room is available if your child needs 
attention during the service, and a “Nursery” for mothers needing privacy. 

     GUESTS inquiring about Communion at Ascension, please see our 
Communion Statement on the inside of the bulletin cover. 
_________________________________________________________ 

 

ASCENSION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
8811 St. Joe Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

Office 260.486.2226 X Email office@alcsfw.org X www.alcsfw.org 

X   X   X 
Rev. James D. Gier, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Gary Zieroth, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Dr. John Stube, Pastor Emeritus 

Mrs. Laurie Behnfeldt, Principal 
 
 


