
 ASH WEDNESDAY 
Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

Invitation 
Dear ones in Christ, it was the custom in the early Church to prepare for the 
suffering and death of Christ on Good Friday and for the celebration of the 
resurrection of our Lord with special worship and acts of repentance and faith. 
Believers were invited to increase their prayer, to fast, and to increase their 
private meditation. Today, and throughout the Lenten season, we will be 
reminded of the message of pardon and absolution proclaimed in the Gospel 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The proclamation of Law and Gospel on 
the Lord’s Day, and in special Lenten services, is intended to remind us of our 
need to renew our repentance and grow in our faith, and be the merciful 
people Christ has prepared us to be I invite you to observe this season of Lent 
by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, by reading God’s holy Word, 
and by giving of your substance as God leads you in merciful love toward all 
in need. To begin this journey of repentance, and as a reminder of our mortal 
nature, let us now humble ourselves before the Lord, our maker and redeemer. 

Imposition of Ashes 
P. Let us pray … Almighty God, You created us out of the dust of the ground. 
May these ashes remind us that we are dust and shall return to dust. May they 
also remind us of the cross of Christ by which we are given everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C. Amen. 

(Imposition of Ashes are for all baptized Christians) 

Recitation of the Ten Commandments (Hymnal pp. 321-22) 
Dear Christians, it is written “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). Lawlessness is all that 
we do against the holy Law of God. Let us hear this Law of God as given in 
the Ten Commandments. 

Confession  
It is also written that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). Therefore let us confess our sins to God our Father and plead 
His mercy and forgiveness in the words of the Fifty-first Psalm. (vs. 1-13) 

P.  Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your steadfast love;  
C.  according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
P.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
C.  and cleanse me from my sin! 
P.  For I know my transgressions, 
C.  and my sin is ever before me. 
P.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,  

C.  so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your    
     judgment. 
P.  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,  
C.  and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
P.  Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,  
C.  and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
P.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  
C.  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
P.  Let me hear joy and gladness;  
C.  let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
P.  Hide your face from my sins,  
C.  and blot out all my iniquities. 
P.  Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
C.  and renew a right spirit within me. 
P.  Cast me not away from your presence,  
C.  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
P.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  
C.  and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
P. Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  
C. and sinners will return to you. 

Absolution 
P: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from 
their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty 
of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall 
return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have 
laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(448) 
C:   Amen. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ,  
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins  

in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And with your spirit. 
P. Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have 
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and 
contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness 
we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (L22) 
C. Amen. 


