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Welcome to ASCENSION! 

 

We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you better, please 

sign the Guest Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor after the 

service. May God bless you with the assurance of His forgiveness, life, and salvation 

in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you, and ... Peace be with you!  
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Rev. Dr. John Stube, Pastor Emeritus 
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Preaching Pastor  Rev. James Gier 

Assisting Pastor  Rev. Gary Zieroth 

Field Workers  David Clark and Caleb Hoverson 
 

Organist T JoAnn Zieroth 

 

 Prelude ~ “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” – Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau 

            Voluntary ~ “God Loved the World” – Paul Bouman 

 Postlude ~ “O Lord, We Praise Thee” – Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

+ Service of Matins with Holy Communion + 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 

Kneel 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

The Fourth Commandment 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Matins 
Stand 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

 

 
 



Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  



 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

       P  O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up  

           for us all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow  

              Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

              forever. (C76)   

         C  Amen.  
 

Sit 

 

Office Hymn                                    710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh  Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                                  Ezekiel 34:11–24 
11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will 
seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that 
have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all 
places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And 
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by 
the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good 
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will 
make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and 
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.17“As for you, my 
flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between 
rams and male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you 
must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, 
that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat 
what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your 
feet? 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, 
and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I 
will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep 
and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be 
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have 
spoken.” 

A Oh Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle                                                                                              1 Timothy 1:5–17 
5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and a sincere faith. 6Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away 
into vain discussion, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either 
what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions. 8Now 
we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, 
for murderers, 10the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, 
liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 11in accordance with 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 12I thank  



him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, 
appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and 
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 
14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received 
mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his 
perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 
17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

A Oh Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                           Luke 15:1–10 
1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if 
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go 
after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman, 
having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the 
house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the 
coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.” 

A Oh Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory                                                                                              LSB 221 

 



 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth. 
  

   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
     Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
     died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again  
     from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God  
     the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
     dead. 
  

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of   
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T  
    everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon 

Canticle 
Stand 

Te Deum LSB 223 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with 
me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on 
earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the 
world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love 
shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil 
living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those 

who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, 

in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified 
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful 
hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at 
all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help 

us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our 

hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, 
and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue 
our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil 
with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, 

now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  C Amen.   

 

Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface                                LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 

 

T  HOLY COMMUNION  T 

Holy Communion is administered to COMMUNICANT MEMBERS of Ascension, 

of other Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, and of 

Lutheran Church bodies in declared fellowship with the LCMS. 

All COMMUNICANT MEMBERS desiring to commune today are to fill out a 

Member Communion Card or Guest Communion Card and hand it to the Ushers 

when coming forward to commune. 

All others we respectfully request to abstain from communing until such 

declaration of fellowship is established in keeping with God's Word. 

If you would like to become a COMMUNICANT MEMBER of Ascension, please 

speak to the Pastors and they will gladly prepare you to that end. Thank you! 

 



above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His 
body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and 
give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that 
is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   C Amen. 

  
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
Sanctus                                                       960 Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 

+ The Distribution + 
 
 

sit 

612 As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955   Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 

 



430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

              5  They rise and needs will have       6  In life no house, no home     

                 My dear Lord made away;                                  My Lord on earth might have;       

             A murderer they save,                                          In death no friendly tomb                

                 The Prince of Life they slay.                               But what a stranger gave.             

             Yet cheerful He                                                    What may I say?                             

                 To suff’ring goes                                                 Heav’n was His home                    

             That He His foes                                                  But mine the tomb                         

                 From thence might free.                                      Wherein He lay.                            
 

              7   Here might I stay and sing 

                      No story so divine! 

                  Never was love, dear King, 

                      Never was grief like Thine. 

                  This is my friend, 

                      In whose sweet praise 

                  I all my days 

                     Could gladly spend. 
       Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683  Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962  Text: Public domain 
        Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 



 

571 God Loved the World So that He Gave 

 

 

 
 

    5 If you are sick, if death is near,                 D 6   Glory to God the Father, Son, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:                And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;                To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
That is the firmest ground of faith.                 Be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

Stand 

Post-Communion Hymn                                  617 O Lord, We Praise Thee st. 1 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606                  
 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Benedicamus             LSB 218 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn to Depart                                     834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94 
Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
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