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Welcome to ASCENSION! 

 

We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you better, please 

sign the Guest Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor after the 

service. May God bless you with the assurance of His forgiveness, life, and salvation 

in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you, and ... Peace be with you!  

 

T  T  T 
 

Rev. James D. Gier, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Gary Zieroth, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Dr. John Stube, Pastor Emeritus 

 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

8811 St. Joe Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

Office 260.486.2226 T Email office@alcsfw.org T www.alcsfw.org 

  

http://www.alcsfw.org/


 

 

Preaching Pastor  Rev. James Gier 

Assisting Pastor  Rev. Gary Zieroth 

Field Workers  David Clark and Caleb Hoverson 

 

+ Service of Matins with Holy Communion + 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 

Kneel 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

The First Commandment 
 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 



 
Matins 

Stand 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

 

 



 

Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  



 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. 

Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into the 

feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. (C74) 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

The Office Hymn                                       514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Walter, 1496–1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 2–4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110001606 Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 
 

 

 



Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                            Isaiah 66:18-23 (ESV)  
18 “For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all 

nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19 and I will set a 

sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, 

Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that 

have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among 

the nations. 20 And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering 

to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, 

to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain 

offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. 21 And some of them also I will 

take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD. 22  “For as the new heavens and the 

new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your offspring 

and your name remain. 23  From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to 

Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD. 
A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle Reading                                                                        Hebrews 12:4-24 (ESV)  
4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 

blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, 

do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 

receives.” 7  It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. 

For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without 

discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not 

sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected 

them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they 

disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our 

good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful 

rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 

have been trained by it. 12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your 

weak knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be 

put out of joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the 

holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain 

the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it 

many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who 

sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward, when he desired 



to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he 

sought it with tears. 18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire 

and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice 

whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20 For 

they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, 

it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble 

with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the 

assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, 

and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                  Luke 13:22-30 (ESV)  
22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward 

Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” 

And he said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, 

will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen 

and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, 

‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 
26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in 

our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart 

from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 

kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come from east and 

west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30 And 

behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 
A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsory LSB 221 

 



 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth. 
  

   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
     Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
     died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again  
     from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God  
     the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
     dead. 
  

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of   
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T  
    everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon 

Canticle 
Stand 

Te Deum LSB 223 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with 
me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on 
earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the 
world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love 
shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil 
living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those 

who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, 

in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified 
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful 
hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at 
all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help 

us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our 

hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, 
and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue 
our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil 
with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, 

now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  C Amen.   
 

Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface                                LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 

 

T  HOLY COMMUNION  T 

Holy Communion is administered to COMMUNICANT MEMBERS of Ascension, 

of other Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, and of 

Lutheran Church bodies in declared fellowship with the LCMS. 

All COMMUNICANT MEMBERS desiring to commune today are to fill out a 

Member Communion Card or Guest Communion Card and hand it to the Ushers 

when coming forward to commune. 

All others we respectfully request to abstain from communing until such 

declaration of fellowship is established in keeping with God's Word. 

If you would like to become a COMMUNICANT MEMBER of Ascension, please 

speak to the Pastors and they will gladly prepare you to that end. Thank you! 

 



above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His 
body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and 
give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 
pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that 
is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   C Amen. 

  
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
Sanctus                                                                       960 Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

  

 



 

 

 
Sit 

 
+ The Distribution + 

 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 
431 Not All the Blood of Beasts 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

813  Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



5 Still lift your standard high,  
         Still march in firm array, 
      As pilgrims through the darkness wend  
         Till dawns the golden day. Refrain          
 
6   At last the march shall end; 
        The wearied ones shall rest; 
     The pilgrims find their home at last, 
        Jerusalem the blest. Refrain. 
 

D 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 
    The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    One God forevermore. Refrain 
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt. 

Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834–1916 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Post-Communion Hymn                                  617 O Lord, We Praise Thee st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 

                                               

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus             LSB 218 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  

 
Hymn to Depart                                                             675 Oh, What Their Joy 

 

 



 

 
Text: Peter Abelard, 1079–1142; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.  Tune: Antiphoner, 1681, Paris   Text and tune: Public domain 
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Organist T Josh Walworth 

 

 Prelude ~ “O Worship the King” - Blersch 

                            “Praise the Almighty” - Weber 

 Voluntary ~ “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” - Hildebrand 

 Postlude ~ “Sing and Rejoice Greatly” – L. Smith 

 


