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Welcome to ASCENSION! 
 

We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you better, please sign the 

Guest Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor after the service. May 

God bless you with the assurance of His forgiveness, life, and salvation in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Thank you, and Peace be with you!  
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Rev. Dr. John Stube, Pastor Emeritus 
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Preaching Pastor  Rev. Gary Zieroth 

Assisting Pastor  Rev. James Gier 

Field Workers  David Clark and Caleb Hoverson 

Organist  JoAnn Zieroth 

  Prelude ~ "Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” – Michael Burkhardt 

 Voluntary ~ "Do Not Despair, O Little Flock” – Johann Walter 

 Postlude ~ "Praise to the Lord – Matthew Machemer 

 

+ Service of Matins with Holy Communion + 

Teacher Installations (10:45 a.m.) 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

The Ninth Commandment 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



Stand 

Matins 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

 

 
 



 
Venite LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer 

acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads 

to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (C72) 

C Amen. 
Sit 
 

Office Hymn                                 352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head                6     Then when You will come again 
That, set free from doubt and dread,                  As the glorious king to reign, 
I may cling to You in faith,                                I with joy will see Your face, 
Safely kept through life and death.                    Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                                     Genesis 15:1–6      
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 

shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you 



have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word 

of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And 

he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted 

it to him as righteousness. 
       A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
       C Thanks be to God. 
  
Epistle Reading                                                                            Hebrews 11:1–16 (ESV)  1 Now faith 

is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old 

received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of 

God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a 

more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending 

him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was 

taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before 

he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please 

him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 

seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 

constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir 

of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 

place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By 

faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 

heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she 

was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and 

him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things 

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 

strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God 

is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
    A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
    C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia 
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 

People:  (sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel                                                                                 Luke 12:22–34 (ESV) 
22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 

eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and 

yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being 

anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, 



why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet 

I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the 

grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he 

clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor 

be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you 

need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, 

for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the 

needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that 

does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be also. 
     A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

   Responsory               LSB 221 

 

 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon 
 

Teacher Installations (8:00 a.m.) 
 

Canticle 



Stand 

Te Deum LSB 223 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our 

Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
  God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us 

grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true 
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us 
all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded 

and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of 
Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of 

both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your 
good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in 
need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 



C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to 

provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at 

peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or 
alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn 

from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen.  
 

Offering 
+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Stand 

Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us 

T  HOLY COMMUNION  T 

Holy Communion is administered to COMMUNICANT MEMBERS of Ascension, of other Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, and of Lutheran Church bodies in declared 

fellowship with the LCMS. 

All COMMUNICANT MEMBERS desiring to commune today are to fill out a Member Communion 
Card or Guest Communion Card and hand it to the Ushers when coming forward to commune. 

All others we respectfully request to abstain from communing until such declaration of 

fellowship is established in keeping with God's Word. 

If you would like to become a COMMUNICANT MEMBER of Ascension, please speak to the Pastors 

and they will gladly prepare you to that end. Thank you! 

 

 



Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood 
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love 
which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 
righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Sanctus 960 Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

  

 

 

 



 
Sit 

 

+ The Distribution + 
 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

640 Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior 

 



 

 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Processionale, 1697, Paris, mode V 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 



5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see,                        6    The body of God’s Lamb we eat 
As at the rail on bended knee                                      A priestly food and priestly meat; 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive                        On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
The bread of immortality.                                            His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim  Our voices join the endless hymn, 
        And “Holy, holy, holy” sing   To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970   Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606     Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Post-Communion Hymn                        617 O Lord, We Praise Thee st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                             Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Benedicamus LSB 218 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 828 We Are Called to Stand Together 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin E. Leckebusch, 1962 Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948  Text: © 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606 
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