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Welcome to ASCENSION!
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+ Service of Matins with Holy Communion +
Opening Hymn
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D6

O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe
While still we dwell on earth below.
To God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

351 Creator of the Stars of Night

+ Confession and Absolution +
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

The Tenth Commandment
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

Matins

Psalmody

Venite

LSB 220

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever
.C Amen.

Sit

The Office Hymn

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7

D8

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.
Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain

Readings
Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 33:14–16

14“Behold,

the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this
is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”
A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13

9What

thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we
feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and
day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your
faith? 11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct
our way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love
for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that he may establish
your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the

waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on
the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” And he told them a
parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come out
in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near.
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the
kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away. “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and
that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all
who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times,
praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are
going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory
1

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

sts.

Tune and text: Public domain

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sermon
Canticle
Stand

Benedictus
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Sit

Prayer of the Church
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray
with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear
us.
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children
on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us
and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and

the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all
false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is
blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors
and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know
Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be
increased. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in
death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may
be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into
Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need,
praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares,
and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so
that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience
before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to
subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome
the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and
soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Offering

T HOLY COMMUNION T
Holy Communion is administered to COMMUNICANT MEMBERS of Ascension, of
other Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, and of Lutheran
Church bodies in declared fellowship with the LCMS, who have been instructed,
examined, and confirmed in the Christian faith as taught by the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and so publicly declared their unity of faith in all doctrines of Holy Scripture
in fellowship with LCMS.
All COMMUNICANT MEMBERS desiring to commune today are to fill out a Member
Communion Card or Guest Communion Card and hand it to the Ushers when coming
forward to commune.
All others we kindly and respectfully request to abstain from communing until such
public declaration is made in keeping with Christ's institution.
If you would like to know more about receiving Holy Communion at Ascension,
please speak to the Pastors after the service and they will be glad to instruct you to
that end. Thank you!

+ Service of the Sacrament +
Stand

Preface
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P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places…be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Our Lord
Sanctus

“Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old” LSB 960

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606
Tune: Public domain

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

LSB 198

Sit

+ The Distribution +
334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

6

He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing,
O glorious Sun, now come
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.
Tune and text: Public domain

339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors

Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606
Tune: © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

343 Prepare the Royal Highway

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

Stand

Post-Communion Hymn

“O Lord, We Praise Thee”
LSB617 st. 1

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus

LSB 218

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give
you peace.
C Amen.

Hymn to Depart

5

“The Advent of our King” LSB 331

Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

D 6 All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Tune and text: Public domain
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