Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 25, 2021
(Series B)

Welcome to ASCENSION!
We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you better, please sign the Guest
Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor after the service. May God bless you
with the assurance of His forgiveness, life, and salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank you, and … Peace be with you!

  
Rev. James D. Gier, Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Gary Zieroth, Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. John Stube, Pastor Emeritus
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649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

T Confession and Absolution T

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C
P
C
P
C
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/

+ The First Commandment +
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C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us
to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church,
in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and
graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Stand

+ Service of the Word +
Introit

Psalm 145:1–3, 6–7; antiphon: v. 5

On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*
and on your wondrous works, I will | meditate.
I will extol you, my | God and King,*
and bless your name forever and | ever.
Every day I will | bless you*
and praise your name forever and | ever.
Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,*
and his greatness is un- | searchable.
They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,*
and I will declare your | greatness.
They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness*
and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*
and on your wondrous works, I will | meditate
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in
You, strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in
Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 9:8–17

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish
my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every
beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for
every beast of the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and
you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: 13I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over
the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on
the earth.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
8

9

Gradual

Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle
14

Ephesians 3:14–21

15

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom
every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to the
riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is
the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

20

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P
C

Mark 6:45–56

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
45
Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the
crowd. 46And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the
mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, the boat was out on the
sea, and he was alone on the land. 48And he saw that they were
making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about
the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He
meant to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the sea
they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for they all saw him and
were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them,

and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for they did
not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.
53
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret
and moored to the shore. 54And when they got out of the boat, the
people immediately recognized him 55and ran about the whole region
and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they
heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him
that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as
touched it were made well.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to
come. Amen.

815 All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606
Tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Receiving of the Offering

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T
Holy Communion is administered to the COMMUNICANT MEMBERS of Ascension,
those of other Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, or of a
Lutheran Church body in declared fellowship with the LCMS, who have been instructed,
examined, and confirmed in the Christian faith as taught by the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and have publicly confessed their unity of faith in all doctrines of Holy Scripture
in fellowship with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
All others we kindly and respectfully request to abstain from communing until public
confirmation of unity of faith and fellowship is declared in keeping with Christ's
institution and unity of faith.
If you would like to know more about receiving Holy Communion at Ascension, please
speak to the Pastors after the service and they will be glad to direct and instruct you to
that end. Thank you!
Stand

Preface
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and
all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy,
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who
trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Sit
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+ Distribution Hymns +
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Tune and text: Public domain

533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606
Tune: Public domain

643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
A

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste
of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and
blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with
all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

Benedicamus
A
C
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

Text and tune: Public domain
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