Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 11, 2021
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Welcome to ASCENSION!
We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you better, please sign the Guest
Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor after the service. May God bless you
with the assurance of His forgiveness, life, and salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank you, and … Peace be with you!
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+ Divine Service Setting Four +
518 By All Your Saints in Warfare

sts. 1, 24, 3

Text (sts. 1, 3): Public domain
Text (st. 24): © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606
Tune: Public domain

T Confession and Absolution T
Stand

P
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C
P
C
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel

+ The Ninth Commandment +
C
P

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which
You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Stand

T Service of the Word T
Introit

Psalm 143:1–2, 8a; antiphon: v. 11

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!*
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,*
for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.
Let me hear in the morning of your | steadfast love,*
for in | you I trust.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Ghost;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. | Amen.

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!*
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of
the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and
minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into suffering and death;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading
Amos 7:7–15
7
This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was standing
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the
LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my
people Israel; I will never again pass by them; 9the high places of Isaac shall
be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will
rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
10
Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel.
The land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,
“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from
his land.’”
12
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
and eat bread there, and prophesy there, 13but never again prophesy at Bethel,
for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
14
Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a
prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the
LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.’”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual

Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle
Ephesians 1:3–14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
9
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which
he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be
to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
Mark 6:14–29
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
14
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said,
“John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these
miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “He is Elijah.”
And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
17
For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for
the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her.
18
For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put
him to death. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he
was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he
was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.
21
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for
his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For
when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I
will give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will
give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24And she went out and said to her
mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked,
saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a
platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and
his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the
king sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to
the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard of it,
they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the
world to come. Amen.
Sit

677 For All the Saints

5

And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7

But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

D 8

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Receiving of the Offering

T Service of the Sacrament T
HOLY COMMUNION is administered to the COMMUNICANT MEMBERS
of Ascension who have been instructed, examined, and confirmed in the
Christian faith as taught by the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and have
publicly confessed their unity of faith in all doctrines of Holy Scripture in
fellowship with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
GUESTS who are likewise COMMUNICANT MEMEBERS of a
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregation, or of a
Lutheran Church body in declared fellowship with the LCMS, may
receive Communion at Ascension upon completion of a Communion Request
Card.
All other GUESTS we kindly and respectfully request to abstain from
communing until public confirmation of unity of faith and fellowship is
declared in keeping with Christ's institution.
If you would like to know more about receiving Holy Communion at
Ascension, please speak to the Pastors after the service and they will gladly
direct and instruct you to that end. Thank you!
Stand

Preface
LSB 208
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting…
evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and
made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei

Sit
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+ Distribution +
743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure

5

Evil world, I leave thee; Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain. Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me, Come not forth again.
Past thy hour, O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in. Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather, Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure!
Text and tune: Public domain

529 Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

793 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction

P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

LSB 212

585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide

5

Restrain, O Lord, the human pride
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or things
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings.

6

Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true;
Preserve our faith our whole life through—
Your Word alone our heart’s defense,
The Church’s glorious confidence.
Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Organist T JoAnn Zieroth
Prelude ~ “For All the Saints” ~ Benjamin M. Culli
Postlude ~ “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” ~ Keith Kolander
Special Music ~ Joeline Mayes, violin
Preacher and Celebrant ~ Rev. Thomas Zimmerman
Liturgist ~ Rev. Dr. Daniel Gard

My SERMON NOTES
“Faith comes from hearing and hearing through the Word of Christ” – Rm 10:17

