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OUR CALLING
We exist as a ministry because of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. As Christians,
we seek to know Him and understand His purpose in our lives through the study of
God's Holy Word, frequent worship, and reception of the Lord's Supper.
We strive to share the Good News of Christ's victory over death through
proclamation in our worship services, Christian education programs in our
community and support of missions in Alaska, the Pacific Northwest and the World.
We seek to live as God's children, open to the leading of the Holy Spirit by witness
and discipleship of Christ Jesus through the use of our time, talent and treasures.
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WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prelude: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, setting by John Carter.
Played by Lisa Wilkinson
The Beginning
John 1:1-18
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light,
that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)
16
And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the
only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
Reader: Susie Mikkelsen
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384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Text and tune: Public domain
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The Presentation
Luke 2:22-38
22
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the
Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting
your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your
salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled
at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many
hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years
from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Reader: Pam Hueners
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519 In His Temple Now Behold Him

Tune and text: Public domain

Gifts for the King
Matthew 2:1-12
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from
you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the
wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the
king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
6

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
Reader: Stephanie Busch
370 What Child is This

Text and tune: Public domain
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Out of Egypt
Matthew 2:13-18
13
When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt
15
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16Then Herod, when he saw
that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all
the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or
under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was
fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
comforted, because they are no more.”
Reader: Julie Boerger

342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000144
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The Nazarene
Matthew 2:19-23
19
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and
went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he
withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that
what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
Reader: Susie Mikkelsen

9

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000144
Tune: Public domain
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The Lost Child
Luke 2:41-52
Now [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not
know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they
began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his
parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.”
49
And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in
my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And
he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and
in favor with God and man.
41

Reader: Ken Applegate
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411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000144
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Prayers of the Church - Larry Lau
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
glory forever and ever. Amen.
376 Once in Royal David’s City

Text and tune: Public domain

Benediction
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The Beginning of the Gospel Mark 1:1-8
1

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way,
3
the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate
locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than
I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Reader: Rebecca Logan
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Closing Hymn:
377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing

Tune and text: Public domain

Leader: Go in Peace and Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!
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Opportunity to Pray
Those Who Need Our Ongoing Prayers
Rose Diekelman, Jody Quinn, Carolyn Shepard, Christine Gill, Kevin Erickson
Comfort, Health, Recovery
Gerd Krause; Tonya (Rick Funner’s niece); Anna (Donna Dean’s daughter); Marriane Boyer;
Norma Huseman; Forest Taylor; Matt Newton; Liz Millikan; Ann McCoy; Don Henry;
Norman Alexie (Gwendie Gellerman’s nephew); Julie Helms (Wayne & Bobbie Helms’ sister in law);
Tim (Dennis Koehler’s nephew); Janet (Sherry Hartung’s sister); our Sudanese sister Nyakat Tut;
Elsie Nafzger; Tina (Rick Funner’s sister); Cron Hamilton (Nelda Hamilton’s brother); Cathy Johnson;
Kent Kroger; Phil Barnes; Diana Rowedder; Chuck Lazareth, friend of Doug Schroeder; Kent Kroger;
Tom Ondra, friend of Stephanie Busch.
In Celebration
Prayers of celebration for Matthew Murphy, our new Director of Christian Education, who will be
arriving in January!

Opportunity to Thank
ALC WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, Dec. 27

10:00 AM Lessons & Carols Service
No Communion

Monday, Dec. 28

10:00 AM Zoom Women’s Bible Study
12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag

Tuesday, Dec. 29

12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag

Wednesday, Dec. 30

12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag

Thursday, Dec. 31

12:00 PM ALANON Brown
6:00 pm Adult Praise Team

Friday, Jan. 1

12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag

Sunday, Jan. 3

10:00 AM Worship Service
Traditional—Communion

New Christmas Trees: The
donation of the 2 Christmas trees
for ALC was made in memory of
Colleen Hueners, who passed
away in February of 2019.
Ushers: Thank you!
Flowers: Thank you to everyone
who purchased a poinsettia and
helped decorate the church!
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