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GATHERING 

Opening Song  Come, Lord Jesus Come  

    Even So Come 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Opening Prayer 

Apostles Creed 

Children’s Message 

Gathering Songs  O Come, O Come Emmanuel/Won’t You Come 

    Glory (Let There Be Peace)   

         

THANKSGIVING 

Confessions of Sins  

Announcement of Forgiveness 

Song    God With us 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  As it Is in Heaven   

 

THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 4:1-4 

New Testament Reading  James 1:12-18 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

Message      “The Four R’s” -  Pastor Tony Schultz 

         

SENDING 

Closing Prayer   

Benediction  

Closing Song   The Blessing 

Sending 

Pastor:   Go in Peace as you Serve the Lord 
People:   Thanks be to God  



Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 4:1–4 
1“If you return, O Israel, declares the Lord, to Me you should return. If you remove your detestable things from My presence, 

and do not waver, 2and if you swear, ‘As the Lord lives,’in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, 

then nations shall bless themselves in Him, and in Him shall they glory.” 3For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and 

Jerusalem: “Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 4Circumcise yourselves to the Lord; remove the foreskin 

of your hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest My wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to quench it, 

because of the evil of your deeds.” 

  

New Testament Reading: James 1:12–18 
12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which 

God has promised to those who love Him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 

be tempted with evil, and He himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 

desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 16Do not be 

deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights 

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 

should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 

   

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about Him, so that He got into a 

boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And He told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower 

went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when 

the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . .18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along 

the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 
21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 

and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 

who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 

Opportunity to Pray 

   Those Who Need Our Ongoing Prayers  
   Rose Diekelman, Jody Quinn, Carolyn Shepard, Christine Gill, Kevin Erickson       

 

   Comfort, Health, Recovery  
   Gerd Krause; Tonya (Rick Funner’s niece); Anna (Donna Dean’s daughter); Marriane Boyer;  
   Norma Huseman; Forest Taylor; Matt Newton; Liz Millikan; Ann McCoy; Don Henry;  
   Norman Alexie (Gwendie Gellerman’s nephew); Julie Helms (Wayne & Bobbie Helms’ sister in law);  
   Tim (Dennis Koehler’s nephew); Janet (Sherry Hartung’s sister); our Sudanese sister Nyakat Tut;  
   Elsie Nafzger; Tina (Rick Funner’s sister); Cron Hamilton (Nelda Hamilton’s brother); Cathy Johnson; Kent Kroger;  
   Phil Barnes; Diana Rowedder.  
 

   In Celebration 
   Prayers of celebration for Matthew Murphy, our new D.C.E., who will be arriving in January!  

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

Reserve your today!  Christmas Poinsettias are   

available for purchase, $10.50 each.  

Poinsettias will be available to take home after  

Christmas Day Worship.  



Our Calling 
We exist as a ministry because of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. As Christians, we seek to know Him and understand  
His purpose in our lives through the study of God's Holy Word, frequent worship, and reception of the Lord's Supper. 
We strive to share the Good News of Christ's victory over death through proclamation in our worship services,  
Christian education programs in our community, and support of missions in Alaska, the Pacific Northwest and the World. 
We seek to live as God's children, open to the leading of the Holy Spirit by  witness and discipleship of Christ Jesus through 
the use of our time, talent, and treasures. 

The Lord’s Supper:  The Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior, given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins.   
We celebrate this meal often in remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice.  Baptized adult Christians, understanding and seeking  
the mystery of this Holy Meal-the nourishing forgiveness and Real Presence of Christ-are invited to participate.  
 

Should you come to the altar and wish not to receive this sacrament, please cross your arms to receive a blessing.  

Children who have not yet been confirmed are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing.  

 

 

    ALC WEEKLY CALENDAR  

 
 

 

Sunday,  Dec. 13          10:00 AM   Worship Service     
                                 Contemporary - No Communion 

                

Monday, Dec. 14      10:00 AM  Zoom Women’s Bible Study 
                           12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag 

   

Tuesday, Dec. 15      12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 16         12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag 
        6:30 PM Holden Prayer Service  

         

Thursday, Dec. 17      12:00 PM ALANON Brown 
            4:30 PM Confirmation class 
        6:00 pm Adult Praise Team 
        6:00 Youth Praise Team 

 

Friday, Dec. 18                      12:00 PM ALANON Brown Bag 

                    

Sunday, Dec. 20                   10:00 AM  Worship Service 
                       Traditional—Communion 

Opportunity to Thank 

Ushers: Doug & Tyler Schroeder 
 

Flowers: Ed & Vila Johnson - in     

          memory of their son, Paul. 

Doug & Jan Schroeder. 

November 15th, after Worship 

 

 

 
 

TODAY at 4:30 pm 
 

The Anchorage Civic Orchestra  

Christmas Concert 
Presents a recorded concert 

Go to www.anchoragelutheran.org 
with selections from Handel's Messiah 

and many other beloved Christmas songs! 

Guest Contralto: Tamara McCoy 

Monthly Finances: 

Income: $150,706, Expenses: $172,033 

Difference: $21,327 

 

Please join us in creating our  

Christmas virtual choir!  

Come one, come all! Feel free to invite 

anyone you wish to participate. We are 

still needing people to join! 

Contact Tamara for more information.  

Join us Monday December 21, 7:00 PM 

http://facebook.com/anchoragecivicorchestra

