In Loving Memory

Dick Mikkelsen
June 1, 1939 - September 28, 2020

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.3He
restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
1

4

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
5

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows.6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Memorial Service
for
Dick Mikkelsen
October 7, 2020

Prelude:
Opening Song: “The Churches One Foundation” LSB 644
Opening Prayer:
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 23
Call to Worship:
Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen
O.T. Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
N.T. Lesson:
1 Peter 2:1-10
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
Slide Presentation:
Gospel Lesson: Mark 6:30-35
Reader: This is the Gospel of our Lord
People: Thanks be to God
Song:
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (Tamara McCoy - solo)
Message: “Abounding Love” - Pastor Tony Schultz
Text:
Philippians 1:9-10
Prayer:
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction:
Closing Hymn: “Beautiful Savior” 537 LSB

Richard (Dick) Mikkelsen died September 28, 2020 following a brief battle with ALS. He was born June 1, 1939
in Kenosha, Wisconsin. His work ethic was established at an early age since his family lived above the small
neighborhood tavern they owned. He had two responsibilities – sort the empty bottles for pick up and peel
potatoes for Friday night fish fry. His growing up wasn’t all work. It included swimming at the abandoned quarry
– a perfect spot for young carefree boys. No lifeguards, no beaches, just jagged rock walls to climb and deep water
for diving. Swimming was his sport all the way through college. He attended Lutheran grade and high school and
graduated from Valparaiso with a Mechanical Engineering Degree. Later he added a master’s degree in Radiological Health from Rensselaer Poly Tech and a master’s in Engineering Management from UAA. Following college,
he joined the US Public Health Service which led to two major life events. First was a winter “on the ice” in
Antarctica. The second was an assignment to Alaska where he fell in love with all things Alaskan, learned to fly,
bought a plane, and resigned the PHS so he could stay in Alaska. On a trip back to Wisconsin he met a young
widow with two small children. They married, had a child of their own and their family was complete.
Dick’s first Alaskan job was with the Greater Anchorage Borough, setting up an air pollution program for the triborough area. When the Pipeline permit came through, he was hired for the exciting days of construction and the
calmer days of production, retiring in 1994.
Dick loved his family and especially enjoyed camping trips where he took great pride in starting “one match” fires.
He loved his Lord, and he loved to learn. He served in many capacities at Anchorage Lutheran church. He was a
Master Gardener and along with a friend helped to establish Amen Acres, a community garden at the church. He
served on the Board of Directors of the Northwest District, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and on the board of
Alaska Mission for Christ, an organization that brings the Christian message to children in the villages via summer
Vacation Bible Schools and basketball camps.
During their 51 years of marriage he and his wife Susie were active in Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Mobile Food
Pantry, and Ushering in the Arts. In retirement they spent two years in an RV visiting many of the National Parks
in the lower 48. He enjoyed brewing beer and making wine for friends and family.
Dick was a man you could count on, a man who appreciated his blessings of faith, friends, and family. He was a
good man.
Dick’s Memorial Service is scheduled for Wednesday, October 7th at 2 PM, Anchorage Lutheran Church (15th and
N Street).

He is survived by his wife Susie, children Shelly Miller, Chris Mikkelsen and Kathryn Hammon (Patrick), six
grandchildren and one great grandchild.
Honorariums may go to the Alaska Mission for Christ (AMC) or the ALS Foundation.

