
1 

May 16, 2021                        Seventh Sunday of Easter/Ascension 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

PASTORAL GREETING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     

P:  Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name 

of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, 

that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 

FIRST READING Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 

one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which 

the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those 

who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 
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he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrec-

tion.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, 

and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 

which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 

from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and 

the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM      Psalm 1 

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  

R: The Lord knows the way of the righteous.  

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,  

      with leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

R: The Lord knows the way of the righteous.  

SECOND READING  1 John 5:9-13 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 

of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the 

testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 

believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testi-

mony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; 

whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (hummed softly in church)     ELW 174 

GOSPEL                                                 Luke 24:44-53 

P:  A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to 

you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to under-

stand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suf-

fer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; 

so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON                                                            Pastor Alexis Twito 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “God, Whose Almighty Word” ELW 673 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in 

your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, 

ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem 

with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. 

Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, re-

jected, or sick. Grant healing and mercy, and give tangible signs of your steadfast love 

to all in need, especially ... Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the wit-

ness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish the 

memory of your saints. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen.  

CLOSING PRAYER 

P:   Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 

to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

 P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Parent, + Child, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
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 SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

DISMISSAL 

L:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

OFFERING 

We now invite you to take a moment to prepare your offering at home.  Sharing our 

blessings back to the Church is one way that we participate in the mission and             

ministry of the congregation. We are so grateful for all the ways you have been          

supporting Advent this year, and pray that you continue to do so.  You may give online 

at adventchurch.org, or can mail/drop off your offering envelope to the church. 

POSTLUDE 
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