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April 25, 2021                Fourth Sunday of Easter  

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PASTORAL GREETING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church.  

“Serving ALL humanity to build 

 a community that emulates Christ”  

  

Plainly said 

 “ALL ARE WELCOME” 

Advent is a congregation of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in American 

(ELCA)  and part of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.   

We are a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) church, which means we welcome all 

people, regardless of age, race, sexual orientation or gender identity.    

 

Just a reminder: Next week’s worship will resume in the sanctuary at our usual 

worship times of 8am and 10:30am. Please register using the link in the        

Constant Contact or call the office. Everyone will be asked to mask up and       

socially distance. But, we look forward to seeing you in person soon! 
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GATHERING SONG  “Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen”  ELW 375  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY     

P: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.   

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with 

you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever.   

C:  Amen. 

FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12 

  5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 

high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 
7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or 

by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

“Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 

to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known 

to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 

health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has               

become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.”  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM   Psalm 23  

1The Lord is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

R:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

R: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  
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SECOND READING  1 John 3:16-24 

 16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 

world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this 

we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever 

our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.          
21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we           

receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what 

pleases him. 
23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments 

abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the              

Spirit that he has given us.  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               ELW 174 

GOSPEL                                                 John 10:11-18 

P:  A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 

the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
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my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 

this command from my Father.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON                                                                                        Pastor Alexis Twito 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW 789 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to 

your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness 

to your expansive love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your 

creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound 

with life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of 

all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give 

leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your 

Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for one another in humble service. Nurture, sustain, 

protect, and comfort those in need, especially those on our prayer list and those we name 

in the silence of our hearts… Help us love one another in truth and action.                            

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together 

and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities,                    

especially as we prepare to re-gather in person next week, fill us anew with your Holy 

Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrec-

tion hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to 

dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SHARING THE PEACE  

P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

OFFERING 

We now invite you to take a moment to prepare your offering at home.  Sharing our 

blessings back to the Church is one way that we participate in the mission and ministry 

of the congregation. We are so grateful for all the ways you have been supporting             

Advent this year, and pray that you continue to do so.  You may give online at                       

adventchurch.org, or can mail/drop off your offering envelope to the church. 

OFFERTORY SONG      “The Lord Is My Shepherd”                     arr. J. Carter  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

L: Let us pray.  

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our 

lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 

  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and 
honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we  
proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  
P: God of resurrection and new life:  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  
Bless this feast.  
Grace our table with your presence. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.  

Breathe new life into us.  
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
  
With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James,   
and Salome, Mark the Evangelist, and your holy ones of all times and places,  

with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,  
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever.  Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P:   Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 

to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:      “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need”                      ELW  782 

 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP NEXT WEEK  

BLESSING 

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Parent, + Child, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God.    
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress license SB160615. Used with permission. 
 
 “Alleluia! Christ is Arisen!  
Contributors:  Luis Bojos 
Tune: © OCP Publications, Inc.  
 
Celtic Alleluia 
© 1985, Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
Contributors: Christopher Walker, Fintan O'Carroll 
Used with permission. OneLicense.net #A-736994 license w podcast 

“Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  
and “My Shepherd you Supply My Need”   
Public domain.  

A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

W63N642 Washington Ave, Cedarburg, WI 53012        |     262-377-2710     |     www.adventchurch.org 

Covenant of Gathering  

 

 We will love God with all our heart, soul and mind.  

 We will love our neighbor as ourselves.  

 We will gather as we are able (in spirit, if we need to stay home) and keep at least 6 

feet distance  

 between ourselves and others who are not in our household.  

 We will wear masks covering nose and mouth and share ourselves in spirit and 

grace.  

 We may hum quietly, but will not sing aloud.  

 We will pray quietly. 

 We will celebrate community, but refrain from physical embraces or greetings. 

 And in all things, we will worship God, no matter what. 

 

Pre-registration for worship links are in the Wed and Sun Constant Contact emails.  

 

Please read the COVID Protocols for In-Person Worship in all Constant Contact 
emails.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Alexis or Janet Blank, Council 
President.  

 

Volunteers are needed as Ushers, Lectors, Safety Greeters and a Sanctuary Cleaner 
between worship services. Sign up form is in the Wed Constant Contact, or email the 
office: secretary@adventchurch.org. 


