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March 28, 2021                Palm Sunday   

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PASTORAL GREETING      

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

INVOCATION  “Hosanna filio David”     M. Burkhardt 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of 

Christ’s death and resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn                

celebration in union with the church throughout the world. Christ entered Jerusalem 

this day in triumph, a triumph that led through suffering and death to resurrection and 

new life. In faith and love may we follow this messiah, the humble ruler, who comes 

riding on a donkey. 

 Let us pray. 

Silence 

P: God of our salvation,  

C: help us to enter with joy into the celebration of those mighty acts by which you 

have given us fullness of life. And in this holiest of weeks, help us walk the way 

of the cross, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  

PROCESSIONAL VIDEO                                               a live Palm Parade into Jerusalem 

PALM SUNDAY LITANY 

The streets were crowded.  A parade mood filled the air.  
Shouts came from deep in the heart.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

 

Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church.  

“Serving ALL humanity to build 

 a community that emulates Christ”  

  

Plainly said 

 “ALL ARE WELCOME” 

Advent is a congregation of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in American 

(ELCA)  and part of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.   

We are a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) church, which means we welcome all 

people, regardless of age, race, sexual orientation or gender identity.    
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Save us from lukewarm faith.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

Save us from callous indifference.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

Save us from paltry hopes and petty dreams.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

Save us from unquenchable greed.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

Save us from lazy habits and faithless commitments.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

Save us from soft-mindedness and hard-heartedness.  
Hosanna. Save us.  

We cry from the depth of our hearts and the very pit of our souls.  
Hosanna. Save us. Save us now. 

 

GATHERING SONG  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name   ELW  634 
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FIRST READING Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures forever." 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them;           

I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
20 "This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter." 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation. 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! Lord, send us now success. 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;                                                  

we bless you from the house of the Lord. 

27 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; form a procession with branches                  

up to the horns of the altar. 
28 "You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you." 
29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

  
SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

  

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL                                                Mark 11:1-11 

P:  A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 

ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, 

‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found 

a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystand-

ers said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had 

said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 

cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and 

those who followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

     Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON                                                                                                 Pastor Alexis Twito   
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ELW 344 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Redeem 

your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and   

empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection: restore 

lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas affected by climate 

change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the powerful, 

that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide 

those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned to 

death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are 

mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer especially those on our prayer list, and 

those we lift before you now, in the silence of our hearts…grant respite and renewal.         

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and funeral 

directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan and lead 

funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

SHARING THE PEACE  

P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

OFFERING 

We now invite you to take a moment to prepare your offering at home.  Sharing our 

blessings back to the Church is one way that we participate in the mission and ministry 

of the congregation. We are so grateful for all the ways you have been supporting             

Advent this year, and pray that you continue to do so.  You may give online at                       

adventchurch.org, or can mail/drop off your offering envelope to the church. 

OFFERTORY SONG     “Hosanna”         arr. P. Pellett
    Linnea Harries, Sophia & Truman Ransdell  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

L: Let us pray.  

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to 

life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the               

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

LENTEN CANDLE LIGHTING & CLOSING PRAYER 

We are nearing the end of our Lenten journey, and as disciples of our Lord we               

remember the events of long ago, when the twelve disciples entered Jerusalem with           

Jesus, but then deserted him a few days later. We remember that in our own lives, when 

things go well we often know God is with us, but when we are afraid, when we are at 

risk, we may abandon our faith and lose the way of the Cross. 

So, today, Jesus, we have cheered you on as our champion and hailed you as our hero.  

Forgive us tomorrow when our enthusiasm wanes.  
 

Today we have entrusted you to rescue us from our pitiful circumstances.  
Forgive us on Tuesday when we decide we can take care of ourselves.  
 

Today we have made you the centerpiece of our very existence.  
Forgive us on Wednesday when we forget to remember who you are.  
 

Today we have called out to you loudly by name.  
Forgive us on Thursday when we pretend that we’ve never met you.  
 

Today we have stared at you with the star struck eyes of fans and groupies.  
Forgive us on Friday when we avert our eyes because it’s too painful to see you 
on the cross.  
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Today we have expressed hopefulness in the future you have in store for us. 

Forgive us on Saturday when we believe all is lost.  
 

We light all six candles, then, as a symbol of our trust in Jesus Christ that God will             
always remain faithful, even when we lack faith and stray. Faithfulness is love in action. 

Because we know and believe that on Sunday, we will be restored by the amazing 
glory of Christ’s resurrection.  

L: Let us pray:  

C: Holy One, you have journeyed with us through the valley of the shadow on 
our way to the Cross, and will see us through to the other side. Help us to 
remain faithful to you, even in times of deepest doubt. Amen. 

  

SENDING SONG:             “Hosanna, Hosanna!”                 J. Martin     
          (originally sung 3/25/18)   

BLESSING 

    P:  You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving + Trinity. 

C: Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L:  Go in peace. Put love in action.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  

  

 

 
 

Liturgy and Gospel Acclamation  from Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress license SB160615. Used with permission. 
 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” Text:/Tune: public domain 
 
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” Text:/Tune: public domain 
  
Used with permission. OneLicense.net #A-736994 license w podcast 
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