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March 21, 2021                Fifth Sunday in Lent  

  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PASTORAL GREETING      

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

GATHERING SONG “My Song Is Love Unknown” ELW  343 

 

Welcome to Advent Lutheran Church.  

“Serving ALL humanity to build 

 a community that emulates Christ”  

  

Plainly said 

 “ALL ARE WELCOME” 

Advent is a congregation of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in American 

(ELCA)  and part of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.   

We are a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) church, which means we welcome all 

people, regardless of age, race, sexual orientation or gender identity.    
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen. 

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 

who is full of compassion. Fountain of living water, 

C: pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of  

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God                

remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

LENTEN CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY 

Week Five: Forgiveness 

L: Jesus has taught us that we must forgive, but at times we find this too hard to do.        
We have been hurt, and we have hurt others. At times we have become angered by     
the actions of another to the point that we carry a grudge, and sometimes, this grudge 
can define who we are. And the hurt and anger cloud the way of the Cross. 

 We light this candle as a symbol of our faith in Jesus Christ to help us to forgive as  
we are forgiven, to help us to love as we are loved. Forgiveness is love in action. 

C: Faithful God, forgive us for our shortcomings and help us to forgive others. As we 

journey towards the cross this Lenten season, help us to let go of our grudges and 

to forgive, and to seek forgiveness where we have gone wrong. Amen.  

SONG:  “Make Me a Servant” 

Make me a servant, humble and meek,  

Lord, let me lift up those who are weak.  

And may the prayer of my heart always be:  

Make me a servant, make me a servant, make me a servant today. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY     

P:  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 

prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death 

we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 

of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts;         

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and             

remember their sin no more. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                             Psalm 51:1-12 ( please read responsively the bold verses) 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse m| from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 

 R: Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

R: Create in me a clean heart, O God.  
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 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 R: Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL                                                John 12:20-33 

P:  A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a  

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me 

must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me,                   

the Father will honor. 

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then 

a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 

standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
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him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 

judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I 

am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate 

the kind of death he was to die. 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON                                                                                                 Pastor Alexis Twito   

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” ELW 335 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 

community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; 

through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and             

reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, 

and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil 

for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to 

shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to 

work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 

presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or 

body, those who are dying, and all who grieve, especially those on our prayer list, and 

those we lift before you now, in the silence of our hearts...  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in discipleship. 

Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning ministries.    

Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given              

us words to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life                 

everlasting. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

SHARING THE PEACE  

P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 
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OFFERING 

We now invite you to take a moment to prepare your offering at home.  Sharing our 

blessings back to the Church is one way that we participate in the mission and ministry 

of the congregation. We are so grateful for all the ways you have been supporting             

Advent this year, and pray that you continue to do so.  You may give online at                       

adventchurch.org, or can mail/drop off your offering envelope to the church. 

OFFERTORY SONG   

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

L: Let us pray.  

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to 

life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the               

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

P: God of steadfast love,  

 at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world.  

 Send us in the power of your Spirit,  

 that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us  

 new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING SONG:  “Now Behold the Lamb”  ELW 341 

 

BLESSING 

P:  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 

holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you  that you may be a   

blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving +Trinity. 

C: Amen.   

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in Peace. Put love in action.   

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE    

 

Liturgy and Gospel Acclamation  
from Sundays and Seasons Augs-
burg Fortress license SB160615. 
Used with permission. 
 
“My Song is Love Unknown” 
Text:/Tune: public domain 
 
“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 
Text:/Tune: public domain 
  
 

Used with permission. OneLi-
cense.net #A-736994 license w 
podcast 

“Now Behold the Lamb” 
Text and music Kirk Franklin 
 © 1996 Lilly Mack Music.  
 

  

A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

W63N642 Washington Ave, Cedarburg, WI 53012        |     262-377-2710     |     www.adventchurch.org 


