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Brenda Arden
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Church Admin.
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Pastor Jack
Mackowiak

Moving Forward Together- Pastor Jack
In Alice in Wonderland, Alice asks the Cheshire Cat, “Would you tell me, please, which way
I ought to go from here?”
The cat replies, “That depends a good deal on where you want to go.”
“Oh, I don’t much care,” says Alice.
To which the cat responds, “Then it doesn’t matter much which way you go.”
“But I want to go somewhere,” protests Alice.
The cat answers with wisdom and insight, “Oh, you are sure to do that!”
Our human time frames are very short compared to God’s eternity. We usually think in terms
of decades, generations, or at best in terms of a few thousand years divided by the birth of
Jesus Christ. Here at Abiding Savior we speak of a history that will mark 30 years in a few
months. That seems a long time to some, a brief moment to others.
In our brief lifetime, we want to be going somewhere, to have a focus, a direction in
our life. In the words of the cat to Alice, “We are sure to do that!” We will be gathering
information and data in the coming months to help Abiding Savior shape a direction for the
future. A Transition Team will be asking questions like: What type of ministry will be most
advantageous as we seek to reach the community around us? What will the staffing look like
to help bring that vision of ministry into reality?
There are some who may feel we will wander aimlessly, that we are now without any specific
leader, a Pastor who can help us move forward. We trust God will guide us to the one He has
in mind for the future of Abiding Savior. Meanwhile, all the members of Abiding Savior are
encouraged to step up and be part of the future. May all our members have an open heart and
willing spirit to work together to help shape our vision and bring it into reality, that Abiding
Savior may be “going somewhere” and not wandering aimlessly into the future.
As we move forward together, I ask all our members to pray fervently for Abiding Savior
Lutheran Church and our unique opportunities. Recommit yourself to our mission,
“Connecting Jesus to Peoples’ Hearts.” Actively plan to attend worship, Bible study, and other
events as well as maintain regular contributions to support our work together in the coming
months and years. I especially encourage you to be involved in voters meetings and other
places where we work together as a body.

continued
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Moving Forward Together- Continued
I have yet to serve a congregation where God has not abundantly provided the necessary
resources, both in workers and finances. I am confident this is true of Abiding Savior, even in
these difficult and challenging times in our society. We have all been richly blessed, and we
simply return to God from those abundant blessings. It becomes a matter of trust in the power
and promises of God. We commit our time, energy, finances, and any other needed resources
to the work of His kingdom. We are eager to use our lives and resources in God’s service for
His glory. We trust His blessing of those efforts as well as His continued support.
Your fellow servant,
Pastor Jack Mackowiak

Worship Update- Pastor Jack
Thank you to all who continue to worship with us at Abiding Savior, whether in-person
or online. Scripture encourages us in Hebrews to not give up meeting together. This is an
important part of our relationship together in the body of Christ.
We continue to evaluate our Holy Communion procedures. See the Board of Elders article
for an update. As we continue to worship together, we ask everyone to commit to proper
social distancing when possible. If you are not vaccinated, masks are encouraged. If you
have any possible symptoms of a virus (fever, etc.) we ask you to please not attend until it is
safe. We continue to provide our online service for those not yet comfortable with in-person
gatherings.
We understand an inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 and its variants exists in any
public place where people are present, whether the grocery store, hair salon, or our church.
COVID-19 is a contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and even death. We are
doing all we can to respect the wishes and concerns of the CDC and other health agencies and
provide a safe environment for our members. We ask your prayers, patience and cooperation
as we move forward.
Pastor Jack Mackowiak
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Prayer List
Shut-Ins: Fran Jacobs;
Sympathy: Bill Evans family;
Military
Pray for our Military: Especially
those deployed in combat zones
General
Continue prayers for:
Covid victims
Missionaries
Pray for young people in college
Pray for Families and victims
fleeing war and poverty
Pray for those dealing with
disasters: fire; floods,
and hurricanes.
May our Lord comfort them and
give them courage.
Pray for our country- our president
and our elected officials

May Our Lord continue to watch
over and bless Abiding Savior
Lutheran Church, bless Pastor
Jack as we begin the call for a
new pastor.

Members, Family, and Friends
-

Michelle Buth (return of ovarian cancer)
Lynn Cera (Parkinson’s home care)
Jerry Collins (complications after surgery)
Gillian’s grandfather
Steve Devapradad (hosp. critical)
by Sara and Gilbert
Georganne Eibe (broken wrist complications)
Randy Gill ( mini strokes- home)
Andy Hamilton (Parkinson’s - cancerous
tumors on kidney-Surgery July 27th)
Jan Hamiltom (heart issues)
Betty Holland (fell and broke hip
Sean Law (servere brain injury)
by Mike Brannon
Gloria Miranda (knee replacement)
by Phyllis Leone
Carol McCarthy (breast cancer)
Todd Robel (aggressive prostate cancer)
by Karen Noble
Eckhard Schadow (cancer/fell –spinal injury)
Bill Stone (diabetes - prostate radiation)
heart issues
Capt. Morbeck Summer (Covid and
pneumonia-rehab) by Joanne Petersen
Jimbo Walsh (bladder cancer) by Flateaus

Names will be kept on the Prayer list for one month unless renewed.
Please call the church 331-4409 or Muriel Young 332-1386
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Elders Report
For June and July we offered Holy Communion both on separate tables on the floor (as we
have done the past year) as well as a return to the altar and communion rail, with proper
spacing encouraged. As a result of this trial, beginning in August the Board of Elders will
suspend the use of the table on the floor, with a return to Holy Communion at the altar and
communion rail. We will continue to have proper spacing indicated. Families/spouses can
be together if they desire, but we ask all others to respect the spacing as indicated. If you are
unable to come to the rail because of the steps or other reasons, please indicate your desire to
commune to the usher or Elder and you will be communed at your seat.

Trustees- John Schmitt
Our Trustee committee is looking for a few good men and women and teens. Do you enjoy
working in the garden or doing work outside? Are you handy repairing things? Well, we
have a job for you, flex hours, any day you want to work. Duties include:
-

Pulling weeds from flower bed, and some light trimming of
bushes or shurbs that the lawn folks do not get.

-

Freshening up the mulch,

-

Touching up paint as needed

-

Painting the bridge on the playground.

-

Cleaning playground equipment

-

Blowing the playground sidewalks

Small repair jobs as needed inside the buildings.
(See John, Susan, or Brenda)

Altar Care
Altar for Aug. Bette Pring (chair), Carla Flateau, Gabi Hein, Jan Hamilton
Altar for Sept. April Goddard (chair), Betty Smith, Nancy Strattan, Paula Richert
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Youth Updates - Danny Schmitt
Youth
Danny and Jessica attended the LCMS National Youth Leaders Conference in Houston, TX
July 11-14. They learned all about the upcoming LCMS National Youth Gathering (NYG)
that will be held in Houston in July 2022. The theme for the conference and for the NYG
is “In All Things”. “In All Things” is a reminder that the Christian story encompasses all
things. Nothing, and no one, is left out. In baptism, all things in our lives are brought under
the gracious rule and reign of Jesus Christ. The story includes each of us. Christ is the single
“big idea” in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, and he will be the single big idea at the 2022
LCMS Youth Gathering. Danny and Jessica also learned a lot about Millenials and the Gen Z
generation and how we can encourage them and make them feel welcomed in the church. Feel
free to contact one of them if you would like to know more about the trip and experience.
Speaking of Youth Gathering, youth parents- please keep an eye out for correspondence via
email and/or Remind Me messages about upcoming meetings. If you need to be added to our
Remind Me group, please see Danny. Our first NYG meeting will be in September.
There will be a parent meeting in the youth room between
services on Sunday, August 1st. Regular youth nights will
resume on Sunday, August 22 from 4:00-6:00 in the youth
room.

Pumpkin Patch
The pumpkins are coming! The pumpkins are coming!
Pumpkins are scheduled to arrive on Saturday, September 25th.
Please be on the lookout for an email to come later this month
about how you can help. We will need help with unloading and
with shifts throughout the month.
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VBS Fun In 2021!

P

Go
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Congregational Meeting Report- Phyllis Leone
At the Congregational Voters’ Assembly held on Sunday, July 18, three major actions
were taken: Election of officers and ministry board leaders; confirmation of Elders; and
Disposition of Endowment Fund Monies. The following officers and ministry board leaders
were elected to two-year terms ending July of 2023:
Vice President – Dustin Banks
Treasurer – Ann Stone
Outreach and Evangelism – Hannah Mazur
Trustees – John Schmitt
Sarah Sain was elected to a one-year term ending July of 2022 as leader of the Christian
Education Ministry Board (to fill the remainder of the term formerly held by Sarah Suter).
Confirmed for three-year terms as Elders were: Jim Flateau and Fred Townsend.
These new leaders will be installed within the next few weeks. Please take the opportunity to
congratulate them and offer your support.
Lastly, the Voters’ Assembly, at its meeting on December 18, 2019, directed the Church
Council to present a list of prioritized projects, which could be funded by the proceeds of the
disbanded Endowment Fund ($27,481). The Council’s recommendations were:

1) Cover the cost of recent repairs to the Octagon Room as well as mitigation of other
settling and sealing issues on the property ($13,348).
2) Pursue the purchase of the property to the north of the Family Life Center from
Covenant Presbyterian Church (survey, legal fees, etc.). Purchase of the property
would enable us to install a driveway and parking in that area in the future.
3) Install a canopy/awning covering over the steps leading to the FLC (Building 3/
Preschool).
4) Pay down the mortgage.
It was noted that the cost of items 2 and 3 would be in excess of the remaining funds and
additional funding would be needed. Following brief discussion, the recommendations were
approved unanimously.
If you have any questions about the actions taken, do not hesitate to contact me
(Phone/text – 352-316-3586 or email – ChunkyMonkeysNana@gmail.com).
Phyllis Leone
President
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Financial Report

July Estimates

Year-to-Date

$

16,143

$

147,547

Preschool Income
Other Income

$
$

49,899
11

$
$

580,828
2,628

Total Operating Income

$

66,052

$

731,002

Total Operating
Expenses

$

78,315

$

579,168

Net Operating Income

$

(12,263)

$

151,834

Offerings

*Note that July is a low income month for offerings and preschool tuition collection.
Reserves are adequate to handle negative cash flow during summer months.

Sewing for Missions
Sewing for Missions is the 2nd and last Saturday of the month and meets in the library of the
Family Life Center. Masks are now optional.
Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com for more information.
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St. Francis House- Phyllis Leone
July is just a memory, which means we are gearing up for the August
meal for St. Francis House on Thursday, August 26. Ralph Toppins
has volunteered to prepare the main course. The following is the list
of what we already have and what we still need:
Chicken Fried Steak and
Gravy: Ralph Toppins

Rolls & Butter: Joni Johnson

Rice or Potatoes:

Dessert: Becky Hernandez

Veggie:
Tossed Salad:

Fresh Fruit:
Special thanks to those who
prepared food in July: Linda

Gouthro, Barb Moore, Karen Nobles, Marilyn Palumbo, Linda Tobias and Becky Hernandez.
You are a blessing to the residents of St. Francis House.
If you can provide any of the needed items, contact me by phone/text (352-316-3586) or email
(chunkymonkeysnana@gmail.com).
Thanks to all who support this important ministry.
Blessings,
Phyllis Leone
“Then the King will say to those on his right. ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison
and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit
you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.’” Matthew 25:34-40
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Adult Bible Study
- Girl Friends’ Bible Study meets in the library of the FLC at 9:45am and via zoom for those
wishing to participate from home. Email Linda Struckmeyer at struck60@gmail.com if you
would like to receive a Zoom link to this class.
- Chuck Moss leads a Bible study on the book of Second Samuel at 9:45am each Sunday in
the Building 1 Sunday school room. Email chuck_moss@msn.com if you would like to have
a Zoom link to this class.
- Joshua Mazur hosts an adult Bible study which meets on zoom at 7:00pm each Sunday.
Currently studying the book of Romans.
- Young at Heart meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 10:00am in the Building 1
Conference Room (behind the choir area). On August 10th, Karen Nobles will lead a Bible
study titled “Focus Lost... Focus Found.”

Monthly Book Club
The next book club meeting will be on August 31st at 7:00pm. The book will be “The
Poisonwood Bible” by Barbra Kingsolver.
The September book will be “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens and will be held
on September 28st. Contact Georganne Eibe at savygg@yahoo.com to be added to the book
email list.

Oktoberfest- Sarah Suter
Volunteers and Vendors needed for Oktoberfest!!!!
Oktoberfest will be held Saturday October 16,
2021 from 10am-2pm. Come enjoy some fun
and fellowship with German music, German
food, local vendors, raffles and MORE!
If you would like to reserve a vendor table or if
you are willing to volunteer (kitchen help, setup and clean-up, ticket sales, etc) please contact
Sarah Suter at ssticks1@gmail.com or at 3
52-262-0765.
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Welcome New Members
The entire congregation rejoices and sings praises to our God in heaven for blessing us
at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church with new members, who were united with us on July
11, 2021 and affirmed in each worship service, having completed the God Connects New
Member Class (or by transfer).
Jeremy & Becky Hernandez, sons Owen & Liam
Elizabeth Torrence
Ron & Carol Wilson
Tracy Mewhinney
Gary Washburn
Joni Johnson
May God bless them as He has blessed us all here at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church!

Bible Breakfast
Bible Breakfast is back in full swing and I know that everyone is enjoying the opportunity
for fellowship and good food each Sunday morning. That being said, we are reaching out to
everyone to help make the load a little lighter on our Breakfast Ladies by bringing in food
items.
Through the end of summer, we will continue with continental breakfast items such as
finger sandwiches, fruit and veggies, pastries, etc. After Labor Day, we will return to a
hot breakfast. Won’t you please consider bringing your favorite recipe to share with your
Abiding Savior friends?
Please call/text Kathy Schmitt at (352-672-2163) or Phyllis Leone (352-316-3586) to let
us know what you will bring. In the near future, we will be setting up a rotating monthly
schedule for preparing a food item, so be on the lookout for a call from us.
13

Preschool News - Brenda Arden
Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool had a successful summer camp from June 7-July 30. The
theme for summer camp was “The Happiest Place in Gainesville”. The children experienced
a magical camp where we explored destinations and Disney creations as we used STEAM
activities (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math, and Art) to explore the themes and Bible
stories during our eight weeks of summer camp.
We are excited to begin the 2021-2022 school year at Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool on
August 16. Our theme for the school year is ”Let Your Light Shine”. Throughout the school
year, we will give thanks for the light of Jesus that shines in all of us using the verse from
Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.” Guided by their teachers, children will be discovering how
we can let our lights shine with our families, friends, school, community, and world. Jesus is
the light of the world. We have been called to share His light and love with others. Abiding
Savior Preschool shines for Christ in everything we do!
We look forward to the blessing of serving the families and children of Abiding Savior.
Our entire teaching team is looking forward to an exciting and rewarding school year as we
embrace both the blessing and the responsibility of caring for Jesus’ little lambs. Thank you
for your continued prayers and support of our preschool program as we begin a new school
year.
In His Hands,
Brenda Arden
Preschool Director

Preschool Job Posting
Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool has an opening for a Christian after care assistant to
start on August 16. Applicant will be part of a team that is responsible for the well-being
and Christian education of the children in our preschool 2s, 3s, and 4s classes. Must be a
self-starter, patient, loving, flexible, reliable, and a team player. Hours are 1:30-6:00, with
possibility of extra hours. 40 Hour DCF Training preferred (can be completed in first year
of employment) and must pass Level 2 background screening. Salary based on credentials
and experience. Contact Preschool Director Brenda Arden at 352-331-7770. Send resume to
Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool, 9700 W Newberry Rd., Gainesville, FL 32606.
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New Preschool Sensory Trail- Brenda Arden
Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool has painted sensory trails on the Bike Trail sidewalk
of Building 2 and sidewalk beside Building 3. The sensory trails give students a chance
to spend a few minutes of their school day walking, jumping, bouncing and “pushing
themselves through their distractions”. Experts say sensory trails can also help students
develop motor skills, including balance, hand-eye coordination, and spatial awareness. We
are very excited about this new addition to use with our preschool students.
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News from the Bench- Joshua Mazur
Music Ministry at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church
The Music Ministry is happy to invite those interested in any of the different aspects of music
and worship to consider joining us as we start back to regular activities this month!
Musical Ensembles & Opportunities
- The Chancel Choir meets 6:30pm – 8:30pm on Wednesday nights, preparing music
regularly for worship including service music, anthems, chants, etc. and reports at
7:30am Sunday mornings to sing as part of the 8:00am Sunday morning worship
service.
- The Praise Team meets Wednesday afternoons from 4:30pm – 6:00pm, preparing
music regularly for worship including service music, praise anthems, etc. and reports at
10:00am Sunday morning to play and sing as part of the 10:45 Sunday morning worship
service.
- The Chime Ensemble meets Thursdays (time TBD) and is an excellent place for new
musicians to learn the rudiments and fundamentals of music and group music making.
The ensembles prepare special music for worship from time to time.
- The Brass Ensemble meets Thursdays (time TBD) and any players of brass instruments
(trumpet, horn, trombone, baritone/euphonium, tuba, etc.) are welcome to join. The
ensemble meets regularly and prepares music as needed for worship and special events.
- Are you a keyboardist (piano, organ, etc.) and interested in playing preludes or
voluntaries in worship from time to time? You are invited to express your interest and a
list of pieces you would like to offer, and when appropriate (based on season and service
content), play during worship as a guest pianist/organist. It is never too soon or too late
to contemplate using God’s gifts of talent in worship of Him!
Worship Technology/ Logistics Opportunities
- Worship Technology Staff are unpaid staff that manage parts of the audio and video
aspects of worship on a regular basis. Two staffers are needed for each of our two Sunday
morning worship services: One primarily facilitating and running sound, and the other
primarily facilitating and operating our church livestream and archival recordings. If you
are interested in being trained and serving in this capacity, please let us know.
-
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Logistics Staff are unpaid staff that help manage and facilitate needs beyond that of the
ordinary worship life of the church. Volunteers are sometimes needed, for example, to
move pews and equipment for guest concerts or special events; those who assist in this
capacity need to know the ins and outs of our facilities enough to avoid damage to church
property and accidental injuries that more informal volunteers might be more vulnerable
to. If you are interested in being available as needed to serve in this capacity, please let us
know.

August Calender

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

Floor Waxing
(Preschool)

Floor Waxing
(Preschool)

Floor Waxing
(Preschool)

5:30p AA

8

8A Worship

9:45 Bible Study
10:45 Worship

9
7p Church
Council Meeting

10
10a Young at
Heart

6:30p Choir
Practice

5:30P AA

7p AA

7p Joshua’s
Bible study

15

8A Worship

16

11

17

18
5:30p AA

9:45 Bible Study
10:45 Worship

6:30p Capella
Nova

7p Joshua’s
Bible study

6:30p Girl
Scout Leaders
meeting

Sewing for
missions

19

20

21

27

28

6:30p Choir
Practice
7p AA

7p Elders
meeting

22

8A Worship

23

24

9:45 Bible Study
10:45 Worship

5:30p Elders
meeting

7p Joshua’s
Bible study

29

8A Worship

9:45 Bible Study
10:45 Worship
7p Joshua’s
Bible study

25
5:30p AA

30

26

6p Girl Scount
Troop 813

St Francis

Sewing for
missions

6:30p Choir
Practice
7p AA

31
AA 5:30P
Book Club
Meeting 7P

6p Girl Scount
Troop 813
6:30p Choir
Practice
7p AA
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

Phyllis Leone 8/1
Alexandra Lerch 8/1
Tyler Morgan 8/3
Fred Townsend 8/4
Callie Vickers 8/5
Jeff Dauer 8/6
Jenna Schmitt 8/7
Mark Gustafson 8/10
Paul Mandeville 8/12
Parker Wilson 8/20
Annetta Coleman 8/23
Candice Steinway 8/23
Tyson Dean 8/24
Michael Chiarelli 8/28
Owen Hernandez 8/30

Scott and Kim Prins
8/19
Paul and Barbara Moore
8/20
Ed and Karen Herder
8/26

